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~ THE BRIGADE 
BULLETIN~ No. 6, 30 April 2014 

An occasional newsletter from the Michelago 
Rural Fire Brigade 

All Brigade Bulletins can be viewed on www.michelagoregion.org.au under the Local Rural Fire Brigades link. 

 
The Wollondilly Shire Council expressed its appreciation of the contributions 
made by our two Strike Teams to the fire-fighting efforts against the Blue 
Mountains Springvale and Lithgow fires last October: 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Callouts since Christmas 
o 31 December: fire at Cockatoo. A crew of 3 attended in 7B. 
o 1–4 February Section 44: Murrumbucca Fire (near Shannons Flat). There were 3 

rostered crews. (See pp. 5–6  for more information.) 
o 17 March: scheduled ‘controlled burn’ at Jacobs Ladder, Big Tinderry, initiated by 

National Parks and Wildlife (see pp. 4–5). Two Michelago trucks, 7A and 7B, 
attended with a crew of 3 in each truck. Colinton Brigade also was called. 

o 21 March: grass fire at Bredbo. Trucks 7A and 7B attended with a crew of 2 in 
each truck.  

 

 

http://www.michelagoregion.org.au/
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Membership 
Hello to new RFS members! 

 
Daniel Perrin Bruce Perrin  
Paul Kennedy Tim Fisher   
David Ferris                           Scott Teys  

 
 
And a big welcome back to Lindsay Perrin, an ‘old’ RFS member who did such sterling 
coordination work at the Shed during the 2003 fires. Lindsay is now qualified to operate 
the Tinderry Road CFU unit, as are husband Bruce and their daughter Jennifer, as well as 
Tim Fisher. (See BB 5 for a run-down on the two CFUs.) 

 
RFS membership is gained after you fill in the forms (obtainable from the Captain), the 
Secretary has sent them to Cooma-Monaro Fire Control, CMFC has sent them to Head 
Office … Only with RFS membership can you do your Basic Fire Fighting course, get your 
‘yellows’ (PPE) or hold field positions in the Brigade. 
Brigade membership, on the other hand, is open to anyone interested in what the 
Brigade is doing. Just send in your name, address, phone, and email address to the editor 
and you’ll get Brigade news. You can also come along to basic training; some sessions are 
for RFS members only, but you might like to observe. And join in the bbq.  
Brigade membership subscription is only $5 per year (AGM to AGM). For this tiny sum 
into the FB funds, you get to vote at General Meetings and AGMs.    
You can join at the AGM on 15 June.    
 
 

Training – 11 am, first Sunday of the month 

 
January: there was no training. It was New Year, after all. 
 
February: the Section 44 Murrumbucca Fire 
cancelled all other activities.  
 
March: rake-hoe training  
Rake hoes are generally used in remote fire-
fighting areas where firies can’t take big 
machines or hoses. They’re used to clear 
ground to make fire breaks bit by bit, each bit 
about 2 metres wide.  
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Rake-hoe photos: Abby McPherson 

 
The ‘link-up’ method is used to 
organise this hard work. How? There 
are three rows hoeing one behind the 
other.  
. Row 1 rakes up the big stuff, like twigs 
and small branches 
. Row 2 does smaller stuff, like chipping 
away at grass and tussocks, getting 
down to dirt (or ‘mineral earth’, as Aldo 
says the expression is) 
. Row 3 tidies up, raking up stuff the 
first two rows have missed 
. At the instruction ‘Step up’, Row 1 
goes to the back and becomes Row 3, 

and so on. That is, rows are linked and workloads are shared.   
 
 

 
 

March training: Barney Turnbull helps draft water from the creek to the Cat 7. 

Photo: Abby McPherson 
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April: eight of our recently-joined RFS members completed their BF (Basic Firefighting) 
courses at the Colinton Shed, together with others from Bredbo, Colinton and Smiths 
Road Brigades. There were 18 trainees altogether.  
 
Congratulations! Michelago’s new BF-trained volunteers, now listed as 
active firefighters, are Dave Ferris, Tim Haines, Steve Haines, Ben Moritz, 
Mike Moritz, Scott Teys, Gerrard Thompson and Ivan Turnbull.   
 
Training Officers were Graham Povey, Nick Goldie, Jeremy Mears, Sandra Lauer and 
Michael Burton of Colinton, Aldo Giucci of Michelago, and Dave Keevers of Bredbo. 
 
‘It all went really well’, said Aldo. 
 

May: no training because the MRCA’s Mayfair is on the first 
Sunday, from 10.00 to 2.00.  
 
Michelago Brigade will run an excellent bbq again. It’s our main 
fundraiser for the year, so please come hungry to the fair! 
 
Another attraction will be the RFS Smoke House, which gives you 
a vivid experience of what it’s like to be in a smoke-filled house 
and what you should do if you are.  

 
Wait, there’s more: calm weather permitting, the Brigade will demonstrate how the 
experts put out a flaming gas cylinder  
 
AND … 
 
our trucks will be on display at the 
Oval for children and grown-ups to 
explore. 
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Training plans  
Tim Ingram, the L&D (Learning and Development) Officer for Cooma-Monaro, plans to 
tailor training that’s more based on individual Brigade needs. He will survey training 
officers and captains about requirements for Basic Firefighting, Advanced Firefighting, 
crew leader courses and specific skills like chainsaw operation.   
 

The West Tinderry-Jacobs Ladder Hazard Reduction Burn (16 March) 

At the 11 April Executive Committee meeting, the Captain spoke about this event. What 
follows is a summary.  
 
This burn, done by National Parks and Wildlife, should not have taken place. As always 
with a hazard reduction burn, the local Captain had worked with National Parks to advise 
on the strategies for community awareness, and for limiting both the extent and 
intensity of the fire and the impact on the flora and fauna.    
 
Close to the date, Brent advised the ranger that forecast conditions were too hot and 
windy, and that the HR burn should be delayed for a month. However, National Parks 
went ahead with their schedule. Further, they used too many drip torches for 
appropriate control of heat and area. Not all affected neighbouring residents and 
landowners were advised of their intention. 
 
Initially, one Michelago truck was sent to help, but another was soon necessary. Colinton 
Brigade was also called. A possible disaster was averted. 
 
The results: the area was 25% overburnt. Not only is the bush scarred,  but it will grow 
back thicker than it was, therefore dropping more fuel than it would have, had the burn 
been done properly.  
 
The result of this National Parks operation has impeded Michelago Brigade’s plans for 
managing high fuel-load areas in the Tinderries.  
 
If you have any questions about a fire, call Fire Control 6455 0455 or check 
www.nswrfs.gov.au or the fires near me app. 

 

The Murrumbucca (Shannons Flat) Fire (late Jan – early Feb) 

was the 3rd Section 44 in five years 

Our crews worked 7 am to 7 pm shifts, 1–4 February.  
 

At the 11 April Executive Committee meeting, Brent reported that 
operations had, on the whole, been well managed.  

http://www.nswrfs.gov.au/
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Radio operations, lines of command and morning briefings were good. Handovers could 
have been better—Brent had to work an extra four hours for transitioning to the ACT Fire 
Brigade.  
 
Fireground lines of command, from the top, are, broadly speaking: Fire Control, Division 
Commander(s), Section Leaders, then Crew Leaders. A more detailed explanation is 

planned for a later BB.  Murrumbucca Fire photo: Abby McPherson 

 

Can you help the fundraiser Brigade BBQ at the 
Mayfair on Sunday, 4 May? Call Bronwyn: 0407 943 245 

Can you turn a snag and pile coleslaw on a bun?  
 
 If yes, then your talents would be really appreciated at the 
Brigade BBQ for a while between 10 am and 3 pm. Or you 
could help set up the stall from 8 am. 
 
If you can give half an hour or an hour to relieve our core 
chefs, like James and Derek here, so they can have a bit of 
time off to wander around the Mayfair, they’d be grateful. 
 

 Also, we’d love a few extra hands to help put up the big marquee 
the day before at 3 pm, and pull it and the BBQ stall down after the 
Mayfair.   If you can help with any of this, please call Bronwyn. 
  

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
The Hall, Sunday, 15 June, 3.00 pm. 

Save the day! 
 
There’ll be the usual reports, of course, but as brief as 
possible, and the big-picture update from Cooma-Monaro 
Fire Control. Your questions will be answered. 
 
The main event will be the election of office-bearers for the 
2014–2015 Fire Control year.  

 
This year, we have yet another attraction: a short change to the Constitution to remove 
a potential bar to life-members being eligible for election to office. This is important and, 

to be accepted, requires a unanimous ‘Yes’ vote from members who are present.  
 

Afternoon tea? Of course. 
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Congratulations to 
Brent and Lauren!  
 
Michelago Brigade Captain Brent 
Wallis and Lauren Turnbull were 
married on 15 March at the 
historic Michelago railway 
station. The platform was 
crowded with guests and other 
well-wishers. The happy 
ceremony was followed by a 
reception at the Memorial Hall.  
 
   Photo: L. Pattison 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Fire Cooma Monaro Fire Control  

(24 hrs) 1300 722 164 / 02 6455 0455 Emergency 000 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Captain: Brent Wallis Senior Deputy Captain: Duncan McNeill 
Deputy Captains: James Byrne, Keith Howker, Alex Milovanovic, Derek Giucci 
Callout Officers: Bronwyn Gattringer, Abby McPherson  
Equipment Officers: Derek Giucci, Will Stone  
Welfare Officers: Lauren Wallis, Kylie Kenyon, Abby McPherson  
RFSA Rep: Will Stone Training Officers: Aldo Giucci, Duncan McNeill  
Secretary: Anna Bunston President: David Gattringer Vice President:  Leanne Pattison 
 

From the editor 
Do you have any newsletter feedback, news items and/or photos? Please email them: LPatt@internode.on.net  

 
Disclaimer: views expressed or implied in this bulletin are not necessarily those of the MRFB Committee, wider membership 
or the RFS.  

FIRE SEASON ENDED 31 MARCH, SO NO PERMIT IS NOW NEEDED TO 
BURN OFF, BUT YOU MUST GIVE MIN. 24 HRS NOTICE TO NEIGHBOURS, 

BRIGADE CAPTAIN (BRENT 0418 680 205) OR SNR DEP. CAPTAIN 
(DUNCAN 0402 743 894) AND FIRE CONTROL 6455 0455.  

Changed your mobile number? 
If you’re on a callout list, please tell Bronwyn: 0407 943 245 or 
bronnygatts@bigpond.com.au Please also tell the Secretary or 
Vice President of phone, email or address changes: 
bunston34@optusnet.com.au or LPatt@internode.on.net 

mailto:LPatt@internode.on.net
mailto:bronnygatts@bigpond.com.au
mailto:bunston34@optusnet.com.au
mailto:LPatt@internode.on.net

