~ THE
BRIGADE
BULLETIN ~

One side opens for access to the slideout pump, slide-out metal drawers and
the storage spaces underneath them.

No. 5, 28 February 2014

An occasional newsletter from
the Michelago Rural Fire
Brigade
All Brigade Bulletins can be viewed on
www.michelagoregion.org.au under the Local
Rural Fire Brigades link.

It doesn’t carry its own water, so has to
be set up at a water source, like a dam,
creek or swimming pool, but can also
be linked to a water tank which has a
Storz fitting.

Community Fire Unit
Many of our members know about the
Community Fire Unit, intended for
supplementary property protection in a
bushfire, but this information will be
new and possibly interesting to others.
A half-day course is necessary for
people to train to use the CFU.
The CFU is a trailer with a standard
towball connection and various items of
basic emergency and safety equipment.

Another use is sucking water into fire
trucks from a water source, thus saving
time for trucks coming back to refill and
setting up their own suction hoses.
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Secretary Anna shows some of the equipment
in the CFU

The slide-out drawers contain:
1. gloves, goggles, masks, hoods,
high-visibility vests
2. torch, tool kit, flat hoses and
fittings for the suction hose,
funnel
3. first-aid kit
4. bottled water.
The storage spaces at the bottom
contain:
1. three PPE (jackets and pants)
2. various canvas hoses and nozzles,
one suction hose, one buoy/float
3. one jerry can of fuel
4. two knapsacks
5. three rake-hoes.

CFU photos: L. Pattison

There are also two containers of foam
for supplying our fire trucks.
The CFU is available for community use
in emergencies (not just to keep handy
near a bbq!). It is locked and kept
securely at Anna and Dave Bunston’s
property in Clearview Road. Either
Secretary Anna or Captain Brent Wallis
can unlock it. Anna’s contact numbers
are 62359 202 and 0409 918 451.
Brent’s is 0418 680 205.
Another CFU is located at Barney
Turnbull’s property, Tinderry Road
(0417 513 252). Lindsay Perrin (0414
308 929, 6235 9013) is the team leader
for this unit.
Page 2 of 8

Michelago Brigade Bulletin # 5

28 February 2014

Callouts
There were no callouts between the
last bulletin (24 November 2013) and
Christmas.
Fri 31 Dec 2013
A lightning strike at Cockatoo Ridge
was reported via the Ryrie Michelago
Station property. Michelago 7A and 7B
attended and reserve crews were on
standby at the shed and in town, but
the fire was located and put out by
helicopter. It was then too dark for the
helicopter to show the crews where the
strike had been.
Note: crews ‘on standby’ are like a
second line of defence: they’re not
necessarily at the Brigade station, but
are more likely to be those notified who
can say they’re available to come in if
called to do so.
January–February 2014
Murrumbucca Fire in the Shannons Flat
area. This was a Section 44 with many
brigades in attendance: to assist
Shannons Flat RFB, there were
Anembo, Bredbo, Colinton, Michelago
and Smiths Road Brigades.

Michelago Murrumbucca roster details:
Sat 1 Feb. Michelago A. Day-time crew:
Brent and Alex.
Sun 2 Feb. Michelago A and B all-day
crew: Keith and Abby, Will and Tim.
Sun 2 Feb. Night-time crew: Alex and
John T.
Tues 4 Feb. Michelago B all-day crew:
Alex and Derek.

Murrumbucca photos: Keith Howker
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A BIG THANK YOU
TO ALL THE CREWS, VOLUNTEERS, FAMILY
FRIENDS AND NEIGHBOURS WHO HAVE
ASSISTED US IN ANY WAY DURING THE
RECENT BUSHFIRE EMERGENCY

THE MCDONALD FAMILY
AMAROO & OAKDALE

As Cooma FC was concerned about the
weather forecast and potential danger
to Bredbo and Michelago, our Captain
Brent decided to rest our volunteers
after Tuesday in case they were needed
in their home area around the end of
the week. Cooma FC supported this
decision, given the protracted
experience of the Yarrabin fire, after
which the crews were exhausted.

Thank you from Amaroo and
Oakvale
The McDonald family, owners of the
Amaroo and Oakvale properties in the
thick of the Murrumbucca Fire, took a
large space on p.14 in The Monaro Post
of February 12 to express their
appreciation. They said:
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OUR CHRISTMAS BBQ

Julie and Aldo

No show without Santa!

A merry band of firies, their wives,
husbands, girlfriends, boyfriends and
children were at the Michelago Oval on
30 November to celebrate the coming
holiday (and, we hoped, fire-free)
season. Many sent their apologies—it
was a party-intensive time.
Lauren, Abby, Bronny, Santa, Kylie, Morgan,
Leanne, Ashleigh, Kaitlyn

Aldo, Kylie, Derek, Brent, Julie, Dave
Troy, Brent and James
Photos: Bronny & Dave Gattringer, L. Pattison

Page 5 of 8

Michelago Brigade Bulletin # 5

28 February 2014

Lauren, Santa, Tom, Brent
Will & Brent

October 2013 training report
Better late than never …

Santa’s lollies attracted children from all over
the oval.

This training focused on strategies so
essential that they’re practised about
six times a year.

Ashleigh & Cato

The number 1 priority for fire fighters is
protection of their own safety. It’s
essential to know (a) how to avoid
being caught in an over-run fire
situation and (b) what to do if you are.

Sam

A fire can over-run you from behind if
there’s a wind change or gust, if the fire
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travels faster than you, or if it changes
direction.
What to do: get in the truck and under
the blankets, and turn the cabin sprays
on.
After some training runs, new
firefighters work with a real fire to see
how it would behave in different
conditions.

expected soon, as there have recently
been six other applications.
MEMBERSHIP OF THE BRIGADE
STILL ONLY $5 EACH
PLEASE PAY CASH AT TRAINING OR
LEAVE CASH OR CHEQUE AT THE SHOP
IN AN ENVELOPE FOR
THE TREASURER
MICHELAGO RURAL FIRE BRIGADE
Please provide your name & address so a
receipt can be mailed to you.
DONATIONS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME

Your own bushfire survival plan
Assuming you’ve done all the
preparation possible to protect your
property,
1. decide whether you’ll stay or go, or,
2. if you’re going, tell the Brigade of
your decision (call the Fire Shed
62359 990 or drop in there on your
way out).

October training on the proposed new site for
the proposed new shed

As smoke can be dangerous to people
even when there’s no direct fire threat
to your property, remember to clear up
flammables like pine needles and tree
litter and to keep grass short, as these
can be ignited by sparks and generate
lots of smoke.

Photos: Keith Howker

Welcome to new members
A big welcome to Timothy Haines,
Steve Haines, Ivan Turnbull and Jennifer
Perrin, whose applications to join the
NSW Rural Fire Service have been
approved. More approvals are

Preparation guidelines
Google these two sites to find extensive
advice:
1. Prepare Act Survive campaign – NSW
Rural Fire Service
2. Bush Fire Survival Plan – NSW Rural
Fire Service
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3. Bush Fire
Survival
– NSW Rural
Fire
PermitPlan
Officers
Fire
Service
Captain
Brent Wallis 0418 680205;
Senior Deputy Captain Duncan McNeill
0402 743 894
Emergency 000
Fire Cooma Monaro Fire Control
(24 hrs) 1300 722 164 / 02 6455 0455

Changed your mobile
number?
If you’re on a callout list,
please tell Bronny asap: 0407
943 245, or email her at
bronnygatts@bigpond.com.au
Please also tell the Secretary
or Vice President of changes in
phone, email or address:
bunston34@optusnet.com.au
or LPatt@internode.on.net
Executive committee news
1. M7Alpha was returned to Cooma
after having been kept at the fires
near Penrith when Strike Team 1
came home. There were a few
things missing. These have been
temporarily replaced from other
trucks and will have to be claimed
from the RFS so we can fully replace
them.
2. All receipts from fireground
expenses at the Murrumbucca Fire
will be handed on to Treasurer Brien

so he can claim refunds from the Rural
Fire Service. Such claims are possible
only with a Section 44 emergency.
Captain: Brent Wallis
Senior Deputy Captain: Duncan McNeill
Deputy Captains: James Byrne, Keith
Howker, Alex Milovanovic, Derek Giucci
Callout Officers: Bronwyn Gattringer,
Abby McPherson
Equipment Officers: Derek Giucci, Will
Stone
Welfare Officers: Lauren Turnbull, Kylie
Kenyon, Abby McPherson
RFSA Rep: Will Stone
Training Officers: Aldo Giucci, Duncan
McNeill
Secretary: Anna Bunston
President: David Gattringer
Vice President: Leanne Pattison

Correction to Brigade Bulletin # 4
Under ‘Callouts’ in the BB #4, the
excellent work done by the passengers
in the car (its detached trailer wheel
started the fire near Kelly Road) and by
local landholder Vern Drew should have
been noted. Before trucks arrived, the
visitors and Vern beat out early stages
of the fire with tree branches. Primitive
but effective. Just like old times.
From the editor
Do you have any newsletter feedback,
news items and/or photos? Please email
them: LPatt@internode.on.net
Disclaimer: views expressed or implied in this
bulletin are not necessarily those of the MRFB
Committee, wider membership or the RFS.
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