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~ THE BRIGADE BULLETIN~  
No. 2, 5 August 2013 

An occasional newsletter from the Michelago Rural Fire Brigade 

 
 
Dear Members of the Michelago Fire Brigade 
 
The low rate of incidents is excellent news. There have been no fires to take our 
volunteers away from their (well controlled) home fires since the first MBB. There’s 
been just one MVA (2 August) and a couple of false alarms. There haven’t even been 
any less alarming and possibly entertaining callouts caused by tourists confidently 
launching their allegedly amphibious 4WDs across the creek at the end of Ryrie 
Street, just like in the ads. Training dates for your diary: see page 6. 
 

Callout to MVA 
At 9 pm on Friday 2 August, Brent, Duncan, Derek, Aldo and Will attended an MVA 
on the Monaro Highway 250 metres north of Michelago. Three cars were involved. 
Fortunately, no-one was hurt, and there were two good photos.       
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The Mayfair 
 
The trucks were clean and shiny, thanks to Will and Derek.  

 
Aldo was checking the fuel. 

 

  
  
Brigade volunteers erected and pulled down the big marquee for the MRCA, ran the 
BBQ, showed visitors around the RFS bus and cared for children climbing on the 
trucks and experimenting with the hoses.  
 
Some of the Mayfair’s hard-working Brigade team posed with the Cat 1. 

 
Derek helped a young volunteer-to-be with the 
fire hose. (Parental permission was given for 
publication.) 
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The Mayfair BBQ 
 

     
Lauren and Abby worked all day.             So did Bronny and Ashleigh …  

 

 
 

… and Alex and Keith, as well as others. 

 
 
The BBQ: clear profit was around $1400.00. Considering the huge effort so many 
people made, including a couple of days’ preparation beforehand, the feeling was 
that we should re-consider the worth of this event as a fund-raiser. See Executive 
Committee report below.  
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   Brent shows the education face of the Rural Fire Service at the Mayfair. 

 

 
 
 
The AGM 16/6/2013 
 
Thanks to those who contributed to the good rollup of about 30.  The AGM isn’t in 
the Top 10 Funfests, but is important for the annual election of officers, for officer 
reports and for being a forum for issues of concern and accountability. The minutes 
will be circulated in due course. 
 
Grateful thanks to Lauren, Kylie and Abby for the afternoon tea, important for AGM 
attendees’ welfare. 
 
Membership fee: it was agreed, on a show of hands and after some discussion, to 
keep this at a token $5. The main argument against raising it is that so many of our 
members already contribute their time (training, callouts, administration) and, in 
varying degrees, their petrol and petty cash to keep the Brigade running. Non-active 
members might be willing to pay more, but we don’t have the administrative 
resources right now to operate a two-tiered system. We’re wary, too, of such a 
system being divisive. 
 
Rein Peet, in the Cooma-Monaro Team report, told us the Coroner’s report on the 
2009 Ti Tree fire was still not concluded. 
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Shed Site: the Railway people are considering the lease of the site near the railway 
station and have the DA. That’s progress. They’re talking with the Cooma Council 
and Fire Service people. It’s an extended conversation.  
 

 
 
Cooma-Monaro Council 
engineers fixed the Shed’s 
apron drainage and OH&S 
problem last year … ;)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There’ll be more items from AGM discussions in the next issue. 
 
Your 2013–2014 Committee (mainly the same as the previous year) 
 
Field 
Captain Brent Wallis Senior Deputy Captain Duncan McNeill Deputy Captains James 
Byrne, Keith Howker, Alex Milovanovic, Derek Giucci Permit Officers Brent Wallis 
and Duncan McNeill Call-out Officers Bronwyn Gattringer, Abby McPherson Training 
Officers Aldo Giucci and Duncan McNeill Equipment Officers Derek Giucci and 
William Stone 
 
Administration 
a) Executive Committee 

President Dave Gattringer Vice President Leanne Pattison Treasurer Brien Hallett 
Secretary Anna Bunston Captain Brent Wallis Snr Dep. Captain Duncan McNeill 
 

b) Welfare Officers Lauren Turnbull, Kylie Kenyon, Abby McPherson 
RFSA Representative William Stone Juniors Coordinator Bronwyn Gattringer 
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Flashback! 

2012 ACTRFS Open 
Day & VBA Field Day: 
members of 
Michelago, working 
as Monaro 1, came 
third in the Medium 
Tanker event and 
won the Five & Five 
Event and the Best 
InterstateTeam.  
 
Will Stone, Brent Wallis, 
Andrew Stark (Chief 
Officer, ACT Rural Fire 
Service), Keith Howker, 
Alex Milovanovic, Derek 
Giucci, Dave Gattringer 

 
 

Executive Committee  
The execs meet about once every two months and have frequent informal contact. 
Please contact one of them if you want any particular topic raised (e.g. ring Brent on 
0418 680 205 or email Leanne on LPatt@internode.on.net ). 
 
At the last meeting (31 May), we decided to put the Brigade down for Bunnings 
Saturday BBQs as fundraisers. For little preparation and one day’s work with 
rostered volunteers, we can raise nearly as much money as with the incredibly hard 
work of the Mayfair BBQ. The large food van selling plated meals effectively 
minimised our takings there. The next meeting is 16 August. 
  
The Executive Committee re-appointed John McNeill as auditor. 
 

Training Update from Aldo Giucci   
 August  4 –  was an extended chainsaw workshop  

 September – moved to 2nd Sunday, 8th, due to Fathers Day on 1/9. Round 
Robin training and exercises for skills and development. Three teams, and 
Anembo might join us   

 October – moved from 6th to 20th, due to school hols. Back to Basics, fire 
season talks, training with implements 

mailto:LPatt@internode.on.net


Page 7 of 9 
Michelago Brigade Bulletin #2 August 2013 

 November – back to the usual first Sunday, 3/11. More exercises on basics, 
with a training scenario in an over-run (by fire) situation. Property protection 
talk, hopefully using Michelago School as a model 

 December – probably a family BBQ. To be confirmed. 
 Training starts 11 am. 

 
 

The MRCA Website www.michelagoregion.org.au  now has the Michelago 

Brigade Bulletin, as well as contact details for the Brigade. Thanks to Sandra Lauer, 

MRCA Secretary and Webminder, for facilitating this.  

 
Yarrabin Fire: the Monaro RFS website has an overview report of the January 

Yarrabin fire.  It’s copied for you here. 
 

25 Jul 2013 09:26 am 

7 January 2013  

Firefighters spent Monday strengthening containment lines but they were not confident they could hold 

the lines, especially given the forecast for bad fire conditions the following day. 

Late on Monday a north-west wind change came through, increasing the intensity of the wind to 50/60 

kph. Temperatures were still high and relative humidity low. 

Ten tankers patrolled the fire overnight and managed to keep the fire contained. 

8 January 2013 

Throughout the morning the north-west wind picked up and progressively intensified. At around 

1000hrs the fire broke containment lines at two points under the influence of 70/80kph winds. 

The uncontained fire made a run to the south east toward Mt Forest Sunny Corner threatening three 

properties there. It also jumped the Numeralla River, entered the National Park: Dandenong National 

Reserve, and headed for the Kybeyan Range putting six properties under immediate threat. A further 

20 properties were under threat in the Kybeyan Valley within the next three hours. Firefighters 

supported by water-bombing aircraft turned all their attention to property protection. At this stage the 

fire was 2,000ha. Four properties were secured due to the efforts of ground crews and water bombing 

aircraft. 

http://www.michelagoregion.org.au/
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Fixed wing aircraft struggled to operate in the increasingly strong winds with aircraft reporting 100kph 

winds at 1,000 metres. On the ground, reports were of 120kph winds. Helicopters had to land and 

could not assist with the firefighting for a number of hours. 

At around 1100hrs Police began door-knocking in the Kybeyan Valley warning residents to leave 

early. 

Later in the afternoon, as predicted, the fire front crossed over the Kybeyan Range and into the 

Kybeyan Valley. Residents were now being told by Police that it was too late to leave. The Valley is 

largely grazing country and the fire was growing quickly – estimates were that by 1600hrs the fire was 

4,500ha. 

The biggest problem for firefighters at this point was the lack of access in the rocky, heavily timbered 

terrain. Crews began attacking from the south and north east to protect the town of Wandanian to the 

north of the Kybeyan Valley. 

Forecasts were that conditions were like to stay warm moderate westerly winds until midnight. Active 

property protection continued although aircraft were struggling with 

the high winds. 

With the predicted southerly change the small villages of Numerella and Turross Counteagney would 

come under threat. Emergency Warnings were sent to the public in those areas to prepare. 

In the early evening, before the southerly change, the fires rate of spread increased dramatically at 

1900hrs that the fire had grown to 6,400ha. 

The wind change arrived at 2200hrs - a few hours earlier than expected. Six properties in vicinity of 

Kybeyan Station were likely to be impacted immediately. 

Firefighters focused on property protection. Twenty seven trucks, 62 firefighters and eights dozers 

worked overnight to contain fire and protect properties. 

9 - 10 January 2013 

By the morning the fire had spread another 2,000ha although the wind had dropped off and swung to 

the south. Firefighters were now able to maintain good containment. They continued direct attack as 

well as blacking out. With fears that Friday would be a difficult fire weather day, firefighters worked 

around the clock to put out any hot spots. 
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Warnings were sent out to the public to prepare well for the Extreme Fire Danger Rating predicted for 

Friday 11 January. 

11 January 2013 

Winds did pick up, but speeds were nowhere near the predicted levels and crews were able to contain 

the fire. A few spots broke out when burned trees fell across containment lines. Remote Area 

Firefighting Teams (RAFT) used line scans from aircraft to identify hot spots and very successfully 

suppressed any breakouts. 

12 January 2013 

Ten millimetres of rain on the fireground gave firefighters a much deserved break. Relief crews were 

deployed to take over from local brigades. 

The following weeks 

While the fire was largely contained it did break out again the following week in forested country closer 

to the coast. The wetter and greener vegetation did not burn easily and the fire eventually put itself 

out. 

Right up to 23 January 2013 crews continued to black out with the help of RAFT crews and line 

scanning aircraft. The fire was declared contained after 80mm of rain fell on 19 January. 

 While the fire was largely contained it did break out again the following week in forested country 

closer to the coast. The wetter and greener vegetation did not burn easily and the fire eventually 

put itself out. 

Right up to 23 January 2013 crews continued to black out with the help of RAFT crews and line 

scanning aircraft. The fire was declared contained after 80mm of rain fell on 19 January. 

Photo credits: Brent Wallis, Will Stone, Leanne Pattison    

If you have any Brigade news or photos, please send them to me. 
 
Leanne Pattison 
Vice President 


