
Page 1 of 6 
Michelago Brigade Bulletin # 9 3 September 2014 

~THE BRIGADE BULLETIN~ 
No. 9, 3 September, 2014 

An occasional newsletter from the Michelago Rural Fire Brigade 

All Brigade Bulletins can be viewed on www.michelagoregion.org.au under the Brigades link. 

August training, callouts, Bunnings BBQ, ACE workshop, long-service medals, RFS applications procedure, new 

auditor, National Parks pass, smoke devils. 

 

 

August training – Little Italy fire trail    Photos: Keith Howker 

 

http://www.michelagoregion.org.au/
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The Little Italy fire trail is off Tinderry Road, at the top of the Tinderries, going south. After an earlier 

than usual start to training (9.00 am) and a lot of hard work, the main goal of clearing the trail was 100% 

achieved. Chainsaw skills and muscles had a good workout.  

The second goal, to establish refuge points and turn-around bays for the vehicles, was also fully 

achieved. 

Thirdly, all the people who were there are now familiar with this trail. This will be important knowledge 

if there is a fire in the area. 

As the Little Italy fire trail is in the Anembo Brigade’s area, this work was a good example of all 

volunteers working together for the common good, of the community of brigades.                                                          

 

Waiting for everyone … 

and checking the 

chainsaws.    

Next training: Saturday,     

6 Sept, 11am, as Sunday is 

Fathers Day. Aldo says it’ll 

be ‘MVA with an unknown 

Hazmat item’ to be 

‘discussed during briefing 

that morning’.                                                 
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Callouts     

Sunday 27 July: Michelago was asked by Fire Control to attend a fire 1 km south of 

Ryans Road, 500 metres to the east of the Monaro Highway. Our Cat7A and Cat7B,  

each with a crew of 3, our Cat1 with a crew of 4 and Colinton 7A with a crew of 3 all responded. 

Brent reported to the Brigade Bulletin : When I arrived at 5080 Monaro Highway in Michelago 7A, I 

found a pile alight and well contained with the landowner supervising. We advised him that he should 

have called Fire Control or the local Captain to tell them he was burning off. 

Fire Control advised me that the 000 call come from someone travelling on the Monaro Highway. 

All our trucks returned to the station, where I debriefed crews on: 

o landowners needing to advise fire control or the local captain before burning off 

o call-out procedure 

o fireground procedures. 

I thank everyone for their quick response on a Sunday morning.    

Bunnings BBQ – big fundraiser 

Thanks to Secretary Anna’s persistence, we now have a definite date 

for the Bunnings fundraiser BBQ: Sunday, 14 September. Let’s hope 

that hordes of people will be there for their Spring garden needs and 

will be very, very hungry. 

Now it’s over to the Catering Officers, Lauren, Abby, Bronny and Alex, 

to organise all the food and the people.  

If you’d like to help on the day, give Lauren a call: 0402925 529. 

Aviation Commununication Evaluation workshop – ACE  

Captain Brent and Deputy Captain Derek Giucci were selected by Jim Darrant, Chris Allen and Tim 

Ingram of Cooma-Monaro Fire Control to attend this two-day training workshop, one day in Moruya at 

the Eurobodalla Fire Control Centre and one day in Wagga.  

There are around twenty participants in all, nine being from the Monaro Team area, i.e. the shires of 

Monaro, Snowy and Bombala. The opportunity was offered to all brigade field officers. The people who 

showed interest and made themselves available were successful in their nomination.  

The course will teach personnel on the fireground how to make decisions about whether aircraft are 

needed and, if so, how to use and work with them to best co-ordinate an air attack. Included will be 

information about what different types of aircraft – regular helicopters, Skycranes, fixed-wing – can do 

in a fire situation and how firefighters can communicate with them effectively.   

After the workshop, Brent and Derek will bring their learning back to the district to benefit anyone 

interested and will supply a report.  
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Long-service medals 

Have you given ten years of continuous service to the RFS? If you have, you qualify for 

a long-service medal! If you’d like to apply, please email Leanne with the details.  The 

RFS needs proof of the continuous service, of course – there are RFS records, Brigade 

records and, if these are inadequate, sworn anecdotal evidence can be considered.  

If you’re in doubt about the length of your RFS service, please email, anyway <Lpatt@internode.on.net> 

and we can ask Louise at Cooma to check.  

RFS membership applications: correct procedure, please 

All completed application forms for RFS membership absolutely must go to the 

Michelago Brigade Executive Secretary first, who will copy them for our records 

and then send them to Cooma for processing.  

The secretary, with the vice-president, also ensures that applicant details are 

entered in our confidential records for email, mail and phone contact. 

This way, the Cooma records and ours are coordinated, which is essential, and 

when the applicant is accepted by the RFS as a member, all the paperwork is done and training can go 

ahead.  

So, please do not send applications straight to Cooma or give them to anyone not on the Michelago 

Executive Committee. Best to give them to Brent, who will get them to Anna. 

New auditor  

Thank you, Dave Bunston, for agreeing to be the new auditor for the Michelago 

Brigade after the retirement of our long-serving John McNeill to the coast (see 

Bulletin # 8). Dave’s appointment was ratified by the Executive Committee at 

its July meeting. This is not an elected position. 

 

 

 

 

 

Michelago Brigade’s tiny fee for membership, just $5.00, is now due. If you 

haven’t made this contribution, please leave it at the shop in an envelope 

marked with your name, phone and address, and addressed to The Treasurer, 

MRFB. We’ll get a receipt to you. 

$5 – it’s a bargain! 

KNOW ANYONE PLANNING TO LIGHT A FIRE IN THE OPEN? 

TELL THEM IT’S NOT FIRE SEASON, BUT THEY MUST STILL GIVE A MINIMUM OF 24 HRS 

NOTICE OF THEIR INTENTION TO LIGHT ANY FIRE IN THE OPEN TO NEIGHBOURS AND TO 

THE BRIGADE CAPTAIN (BRENT 0418 680 205) OR SNR DEPUTY CAPTAIN (DUNCAN 0402 

743 894) AND FIRE CONTROL 6455 0455. 

 

mailto:Lpatt@internode.on.net
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Pass for National Parks 

If you’d like a Parks pass, please ring Louise Povey on 1300 722 164 at CMFC for details. 

What is a smoke devil? 

There were some questions about ‘smoke devils’ or ‘smoke whirls’ 

after this fantastic Murrumbucca Fire photo by James Byrne in 

Brigade Bulletin # 8.  They can form from intense, rising heat 

when other conditions are right. Google ‘fire whirl’ for 

explanations and pictures. 

Below is a photo James took as the whirl was starting to form. 

 

 

 

Changed your mobile number? 

If you’re on a callout list, please tell Bronwyn: 0407 943 245 / bronnygatts@bigpond.com.au 

Please also tell the Secretary or Vice President of phone, email or address changes:  Anna 

bunston34@optusnet.com.au or Leanne LPatt@internode.on.net 

 

mailto:bronnygatts@bigpond.com.au
mailto:bunston34@optusnet.com.au
mailto:LPatt@internode.on.net
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The 2014—2015 Committee 

Captain: Brent Wallis Senior Deputy Captain: Duncan McNeill 

Deputy Captains: Derek Giucci, James Byrne, Keith Howker, Alex Milovanovic 

Callout Officers: Bronwyn Gattringer, Abby McPherson  

Equipment Officers: Derek Giucci, William Stone  

Catering Officers: Lauren Wallis, Abby McPherson, Bronwyn Gattringer, Alex Milovanovic  

RFSA Rep: William Stone Training Officers: Aldo Giucci, Duncan McNeill  

Equipment Officers: Derek Giucci, William Stone, Tim Haines 

Engine Keepers: Steve Haines, Tim Haines 

Safety Officer: Richard Stone 

Permit Officers: Brent Wallis, Duncan McNeill 

Secretary: Anna Bunston Treasurer: Brien Hallett President: David Gattringer  

Vice President:  Leanne Pattison Auditor: Dave Bunston 

Executive Committee: Captain, Snr Deputy Captain, President, Secretary, Treasurer, Vice President 

A view near the Little Italy fire trail, 3 August training  Photo: Keith Howker 

 

From the editor Do you have any newsletter feedback, news items and/or photos? Please email 

them: LPatt@internode.on.net  

Disclaimer: views expressed or implied in this bulletin are not necessarily those of the MRFB Committee, wider Brigade 

membership or the RFS.  

Fire Cooma Monaro Fire Control (24 hrs) 1300 722 164 / 02 6455 0455   Emergency 000 

mailto:LPatt@internode.on.net

