~THE BRIGADE BULLETIN~
No. 8, 29 July 2014

An occasional newsletter from the Michelago Rural Fire Brigade
All Brigade Bulletins can be viewed on www.michelagoregion.org.au under the Brigades link.

‘Captain’s Run’ training, Vale John McNeill, New news about the new Shed, AGM reports including Jim Darrant’s Monaro
Team report, Programmed hazard reductions, Callouts, New committee.

July Training – Captain’s Run
This training made up for last month’s rain-cancelled session.

Is it safe? You pick it up. No, you … But I’ve already got one. Who, me?
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After the briefing** and the bbq (thanks, Lauren and Abby), there was truck inspection for
gear and pump function.

At the oval, we did the fiendishly difficult, Brent-devised exercises to develop hose and nozzle
control and effective water usage: (a) guide soccer and golf balls through a slalom of witches’
hats (b) control the balls while walking next to the truck (c) target the balls, pushing them
along the grass, from the back of a moving truck, where we were less mobile than when we
were on the ground. Obviously, the degree of difficulty increased with each stage. Once we’d
developed better water-control skills, the emphasis on communication and teamwork in Stage
3 promoted integrated strategies.
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**The briefing
There were several topics and a Q and A session. Mainly, Brent and Aldo covered:
a) callout procedures, including the requirement that if you’re more than 40 minutes away
from the Shed, don’t respond to an SMS callout from Bron/Abby
b) defining the role of the new HS (Health and Safety) Officer, Richard Stone; anyone in the
Brigade can talk to him if they feel unsafe about any aspect of participation in the Brigade
c) the theory of running-grassfires, from the start of the callout, arrival on the scene and
decisions to be made according to conditions
d) LACES, the Number 1 rule—Looking out, Awareness, Communication, Escape route,
Safety—must be second nature to each firefighter
e) ways to extinguish fire
f) plans of attack if you become unsafe
g) property protection
h) keeping a fire’s point of origin ‘safe’ for later investigation.
The debriefing
a) Feedback from Brent and participants about teamwork and communication was good
b) five members expressed interest in getting their heavy-vehicle licences
c) there was discussion about future training preferences.
Three members who already have their heavy-vehicle licences drove the Cat 1 successfully in
the local area.
Photos of training – Abby McPherson and Keith Howker

Changed your mobile number?
If you’re on a callout list, please tell Bronwyn: 0407 943 245 / bronnygatts@bigpond.com.au
Please also tell the Secretary or Vice President of phone, email or address changes: Anna
bunston34@optusnet.com.au or Leanne LPatt@internode.on.net
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Thank you, John McNeill
John and Janice McNeill are leaving Michelago to live and play at the seaside. John has been
the Brigade’s auditor for two years, working with Treasurer Brien Hallett. Before that, he was
our treasurer for three years, during which time he made enormous improvements in the
accounts system, greatly advanced the plans for the new Shed and contributed significantly,
always with patience, common sense and good humour, to the Executive Committee. He was
also an active member for callouts for many years. Vale, John!

John McNeill is busy not being a treasurer or auditor. Photo: Duncan McNeill

The New Shed is coming, it really is.
Soon … ish. At the AGM, Jim Darrant,
Team Manager at Monaro Team Fire
Control, confirmed that Council is buying
the new site. This shortcuts the long
negotiations about a lease from the
railway people. As soon as the purchase
is made, we’ll see progress. Christmas?

The 2014 Annual General Meeting
Elections
Most members of your previous committee re-nominated for office and were re-elected. We
welcome three new people—Tim Haines as an Equipment Officer, Steve Haines and Tim as
Engine Keepers, and Richard Stone as Safety Officer. This last title is now the official and
satisfactorily shorter form of the former ‘Workplace Health and Safety Officer’. The full
committee list is at the end of this Bulletin. We thank Cooma’s Winston Phillips for again
being an efficient Returning Officer.
Page 4 of 9
Michelago Brigade Bulletin # 8

29 July 2014

Annual Reports
 Captain: Brent praised the Brigade’s work in an eventful year – the Sydney fires (two
Michelago Strike teams), Bredbo and Murrumbucca fires, a grass fire, an MVA, as well
as establishing a second CFU and training a Tinderry Road team for it.
 Treasurer: Brien tabled a detailed report (pdf available). The Brigade finished the RFS
year at 31 March with available operating funds of $6,245.45.
 Secretary: Anna has looked after membership paperwork and meeting minutes, had
frequent communication with Cooma and is organising a fundraising BBQ at Bunnings.
 Training: Aldo tabled detailed CFU and BF training, the new training competency
booklets for Basic and Advanced Firefighters, and an interesting variety of training
events.
 Equipment: Derek reported there’d been little new equipment bought. There were
major repairs by C-M to 7B7, and excellent efforts by equipment officers to maintain
servicing and presentation of the trucks.
 Callout: members responding to an SMS callout must SMS Bronwyn that they’re on
their way. If they don’t, some people can turn up and find they’re not needed.
Otherwise, the system is working well.

Brent Wallis, James Byrne, Jim Darrant and Richard Stone made a happy group at the end of AGM.

Monaro Team Manager’s Report
Jim Darrant’s informatively detailed report of the whole Monaro area is too long to include
here, but if anyone would like a pdf of it, please ask Leanne via email. It’s not published
online, so there’s no link available. A list of the headings and a few highlights follow.
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1. Operational services
NSWRFS Monaro District Incident Summary (3/9/2013—3/3/2014): In Cooma-Monaro (just
one of the areas listed): bush/grass fires 43, structural fires 4, MVAs 17, vehicle fires 3, false
alarms 4, and Other 8.
Designated Neighbourhood Safer Places (NSP): New funding will contribute to the
maintenance and upgrade of fire protection measures at Delegate, Numeralla and Thredbo.
Community Safety and Coordinated Evacuation Policy: Three working groups have been
formed to implement the policy across the Monaro after draft evacuation plans have been
considered.
Community Protection Plans: Draft CPPs have been done for Thredbo and Dalgety
communities. A CPP is proposed for Bredbo.
IMT (Incident Management Team) and EOC
(Emergency Operations Centre) Co-location:
Plans are in hand, in consultation with Local
Emergency Management Committees, in preparation
for the 14/15 fire season.
NSWRFS Bush Fire Mitigation Program 2013/14: Jim
distributed a map showing the 2014 Hazard Reduction
Program. He explained pre-HRP community and
agency notifications.
Winston and Aldo chatted at the AGM

Risk Management Plan: The work on this will recommence when the Community Safety and
Coordinated Evacuation project has been completed.
2. Membership services
In the many training courses delivered from 27/5/2013, 324 people earned qualifications and
131 BF Competency Booklets were issued. The meeting agreed that these CBs are an excellent
innovation. They provide a concrete record of training and experience for each firefighter.
Jim reflected on jobs and training for the coming months, especially the push for more BF
qualifications, explained the process for volunteers before their BF course, and said that 80
volunteers have joined the NSW RFS in the last 6 months, most in the last two months
because of the busy fire season.
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3. Infrastructure services
Digital Radio Upgrade Program: The digital network is expected to be operational by
December 2014, giving a clearer, sharper tone than analogue, and hopefully eliminating all
current black spots.
Bombala Fire Control Centre is now operational.
Brigade Stations: Anembo and Calabash are completed and operational. Others have been
upgraded. Plans for Michelago are progressing.
Tanker Replacement Program: Some tankers have been received and some are on their way.
The proposal to convert the ex-Delegate Cat 3 tanker into a tile tray to support logistic roles
during incidents is being developed.
Zoning Proposal: This is too complex to summarise here – its essential outcome will be better
communication support and less bureaucratic duplication.
Abby McPherson and Lauren Wallis had the tastiest report

Thank you to those who came
to the AGM and thank you to
those who paid the annual
membership fee of $5. Every
bit helps.
If you haven’t made this
contribution, please leave it at
the shop in an envelope
marked with your name,
phone and address, and
addressed to The Treasurer,
MRFB. We’ll get a receipt to
you.
AGM photos: L. Pattison

Programmed hazard reductions – thanks to Cooma’s Rein Peet for the information
Programmed Hazard Reductions for Cooma-Monaro LGA (Local Government Area)
Anembo HR11 – Commenced, on hold over winter; Calabash HR11 – Commenced, on hold over winter; Numeralla HR11 - Commenced, on hold
over winter; Numeralla /Collins Rd HR12- Commenced, on hold over winter; Old Good Good HR11- Commenced, on hold over winter; The Glen
HR14 – Planning, on hold over winter; Strike a Light HR12 - Commenced, on hold over winter; Shannons Flat HR11 - Commenced, on hold over
winter; Warregal Corner HR12- Commenced, on hold over winter.
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Callouts
Michelago attended a 3-car MVA which occurred at 6.30 am, Friday, 11 July on the
Monaro Highway. We sent the CAT 1 with a crew of five, with a crew of three for the
CAT 7 on standby at the Shed. Colinton Brigade assisted with a CAT 7.
Multiple agencies attended. As well as the
Brigades, there were ambulance, police and
Fire and Rescue Cooma.
Two people were injured. Fortunately,
there were no fatalities.

IT’S NOT FIRE
SEASON BUT YOU
MUST GIVE A
MINIMUM OF 24 HRS
NOTICE OF YOUR
INTENTION TO LIGHT
ANY FIRE IN THE
OPEN TO
NEIGHBOURS AND
THE BRIGADE
CAPTAIN (BRENT
0418 680 205) OR
SNR DEPUTY
CAPTAIN (DUNCAN
0402 743 894) AND
FIRE CONTROL 6455
0455.
MVA photos: Keith Howker
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The 2014—2015 Committee
Captain: Brent Wallis Senior Deputy Captain: Duncan McNeill
Deputy Captains: Derek Giucci, James Byrne, Keith Howker, Alex Milovanovic
Callout Officers: Bronwyn Gattringer, Abby McPherson
Equipment Officers: Derek Giucci, William Stone
Welfare Officers: Lauren Wallis, Abby McPherson, Bronwyn Gattringer, Alex Milovanovic
RFSA Rep: William Stone Training Officers: Aldo Giucci, Duncan McNeill
Equipment Officers: Derek Giucci, William Stone, Tim Haines
Engine Keepers: Steve Haines, Tim Haines
Safety Officer: Richard Stone
Permit Officers: Brent Wallis, Duncan McNeill
Secretary: Anna Bunston Treasurer: Brien Hallett President: David Gattringer
Vice President: Leanne Pattison Auditor: Dave Bunston
This photo of the
Murrumbucca Fire (January
2014), taken by James Byrne
near Oakdale Homestead,
shows a ‘smoke devil’.

From the editor
Do you have any newsletter feedback, news items and/or photos? Please email them: LPatt@internode.on.net
Disclaimer: views expressed or implied in this bulletin are not necessarily those of the MRFB Committee,
wider Brigade membership or the RFS.
Fire Cooma Monaro Fire Control
(24 hrs) 1300 722 164 / 02 6455 0455 Emergency 000
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