~THE BRIGADE BULLETIN~
The occasional newsletter of the Michelago Volunteer Rural Fire Brigade #55
16 September 2019
Find past issues and other Brigade information on www.michelagoregion.org.au and
Fire danger season was off to an early start on 1 September
Callouts; Slow down for flashing lights; Get Ready weekend; New shed; September training;
Round Robin at Colinton; No permits for northern end of the district; Callout history; Bunnings fundraiser BBQ;
District Doings.

Callouts
1. Ingelara fire

Photos: Abby McPherson, David Ferris

Saturday, 17 August
This fire started from some
welding in late morning in the
Colinton area.
High winds moved it along quickly
in grass and bushland, so four
brigades were mobilised – Colinton
(with IC Graham Povey), Bredbo,
Michelago and Smiths Road. A
water-bombing helicopter was
called in to help with mopping up.
It burned about 17 hectares.
Michelago’s three trucks attended
with eight members: Brent Wallis,
Keith Howker, Abby McPherson,
David Ferris, Peter Butler, Gregg
McFaul, Stuart Peterson and Peter
Gilbert.
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Ingelara aftermath

2. Kelly Road fire

Before

Photos: Keith Howker

After

Monday, 19 August
It seems that this apple box had been sneakily smouldering underground after a previous burn for some
time before flaming above ground again. A small area of grass was also burned.
Michelago’s Keith Howker and Scott Teys attended, later followed by Colinton and Smiths Road crews.
Despite the severe treatment, the fire emerged again and Michelago’s Abby McPherson and the Smiths
Road Brigade attended on Wednesday to finish it off.
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3. MVA
Wednesday, 3 September, 12.15 am, Monaro Highway, near Mt Livingstone Road. A
car and a wombat collided. The car suffered a smashed radiator and was towed away.
Unlike the wombat. Police and the RFS were called. Derek, Abby and Matthew
attended in the Cat1.
4. MVA
Saturday 7 September, around 3 pm, Monaro Highway, near Micalago Road. A car went from the
highway into the ditch, rolled, landed right way up and was a tow-away job. The driver and
passenger sustained some injuries. The Cat1 attended, with crew Brent, Aldo and Derek.

Fire Fighters ask drivers to slow down for flashing lights
From RFSA Issue 59, 2019
Firefighters and emergency service workers risk their lives day in
and day out attending incidents on the side of some of the state’s
busiest roads and highways. They have only one ask, for motorists
to slow down when the see a stationary vehicle with red and blue
flashing lights.
The RFSA continues to back the requirement for drivers to slow
down when passing stationary emergency services vehicles with flashing lights. Ian Dollery, from the
Cambewarra Rural Fire Brigade in the Shoalhaven area, says requiring drivers to slow down helps both
paid and volunteer firefighters get to accidents earlier and stay safe while helping to save the lives of the
people of this state.
“I understand that new road rules can sometimes take some time to get used to, but slowing down
while we are assisting those in need on the side of the road is vital to ensuring our safety,” Mr Dollery
said. “For example, when we attend incidents on the highway with semis and B-doubles zooming by,
some of the crew can easily alight from the passenger side of the fire vehicle, but the driver has to get
out on the driver side with the traffic directly next to them.
“There are other dangers to contend with aside from the speed of traffic – the draught from a big truck
can easily cause a person to fall, or it can pick up debris from a motor vehicle accident and propel it
towards working fire fighters. It’s also enough to pull open a partly open door and potentially drag the
driver out onto the road.
“With the red and blue flashing lights, you really can’t miss us – so please slow down to 40km/h when
you see us and let us go home to our families at night,” he said.
[Our readers don’t need reminding of this, but the RFSA would like to ask everyone to spread the word –
Ed.]

Get Ready weekend – Michelago’s will be combined with the Spring Fair (10 November). Some
brigades held theirs last weekend (eg Colinton). Last week’s Monaro Post (p.2) lists brigades and dates.
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New Shed
With the main structure up, some concreting done and power attached, work has progressed on the
septic system, lights, lollipop bollards and some inside details. Photos this page show some of the
progress from 9 to 15 August.
Photos: Brien Hallett, Leanne Pattison

Left: hole for the septic tank. Centre: pipe being laid from the hole

Centre: water tank, and new use for old lockers

Centre: The meeting room: roof insulation and half a wall
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New shed 8 September

Before September training,
members (and The Littlest
Firie) inspected the evolving
marvels of the new shed.
Photos: Stuart Peterson and
Leanne Pattison

September training

Photos: L. Pattison

The dry fire-fighting training
planned was postponed due
to its clash with the Arduous
Pack Test, Jindabyne, in
which Captain Brent Wallis
was participating. The APT is
associated with the RAFT
(Remote Area Firefighting
Team) qualification.
After the BBQ lunch (thank
you to Abby), Senior Deputy
Captain Keith Howker led
attendees (mainly recently joined
members) through exercises on
grid coordinates and map
familiarisation of local features – it’s important to know the
district’s features, to know where you are, and to understand ‘old
school’ location methods if modern aids fail.
He then introduced them to the Kestrel, the hand-held device
that indicates maximum wind speed, average wind speed,
relative humidity, temperature and dew point. Right: Lee shows the Kestrel to Richard and Ben.
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At an incident, these
conditions should be
reported to Cooma Fire
Control, especially as
wind conditions can
vary a lot in this area.
On this day, the wind
on the railway line was
gusting from 1 to 15
km/hr. Keith and Lee
told of the wind
increasing suddenly at
the Yarrabin Fire
(January 2013), with
results forcing crews to
bail out.
Then to the oval (aka
Michelago Sports
Ground) with a Cat7
and the Cat1 for further
familiarisation with the
trucks’ equipment,
including pump management and hose work. Hose practice was with the usual 38 ml hoses, but newbies
were also introduced to the 65 ml (the biggest), and its very large Acron.
There was much discussion throughout this session as Keith, Lee, Abby and Peter answered questions,
supported learning, posed scenarios, and generally raised awareness of the variables possible in an
incident.
This was another valuable session for recently joined members that emphasised the importance of
mentoring by experienced members, and of getting to know one another for good teamwork.

Rachel, Stuart and Abby show their skill ‘figure-eighting’ hoses, an alternative to rolling them up. After this, the
hoses can be ‘flaked’, or folded, into truck storage for easy pulling out.
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Round Robin, Colinton, 1 September

Photos: Gill Robinson, Keith Howker

On a calm, sunny day
with no hint of high
fire danger, five district
brigades rotated noncompetitively through
activities focused on
essential fire-fighting
skills.
Members were divided
into teams and
manageable sectors as
though fighting a big
fire.
The brigades were
Bredbo, hosts
Colinton, Dalgety,
Michelago and Smiths
Road. Michelago
Captain Brent Wallis
(left) and Colinton
Captain Graham Povey
were Div. Com.
(Divisional
Commander) and
Staging Area Manager
respectively.
Efficient communication through the chain of command was
emphasised. The Div. Com’s job in a fire is to report conditions and
developments to Fire Control and ensure the chain
of command is adhered to.
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Other skills practised were pumping and drafting water, MVA strategies, dry fire-fighting, dealing with
over-run, and hose use with different water forces and nozzles (Dial-A-Jet, Acron).
A BBQ completed the networking enabled by people of different brigades working together. It was
kindly catered by Colinton’s Sally Hughes, Jane Watson and Carolyn Burton.
It was a fantastic opportunity to get together and enhance skills, and many said they’d learned a lot. If
(probably when) the participants from these various brigades meet on a fireground, their teamwork will
have been facilitated by this day.
[Many thanks to Colinton’s Gill
Robinson for this report’s
content. Gill expressed
gratitude to Brent and Graham
for their time and effort and
passes on the thanks of other
participants – Ed.]

No permits – Don’t be the fire risk in your community!
Senior Deputy Captain Keith Howker posted this Facebook notice from The
Monaro Team Rural Fire Service on 4 September re: NO PERMITS for the
northern end of our district.
Due to the ongoing dry conditions, NO PERMITS will be issued to landholders to
conduct pile burns/paddock burns in the brigade areas of Colinton, Michelago and
Smiths Road.
This decision has been made by Captains and Permit Officers to try and keep fire
activity minimal.
Permits will be issued to landholders in the Smiths Road, Michelago and Colinton
areas ONLY so they can conduct important, controlled Ag/Hazard reduction works
to reduce the fire risk in their area and ONLY IF conditions are suitable.
This decision will be reviewed when we receive some significant rainfall.
Here is a link telling you what you can and can’t do during the Bushfire Danger
Period:
https://rfs.nsw.gov.au/fire-information/BFDP

Callout history for the brigade for the last five years
18/19 – 20 total, 16 primary and 4 secondary

17/18 – 19 total, 12 primary and 7 secondary

16/17 – 14 total, 10 primary and 4 secondary

15/16 – 24 total, 19 primary and 5 secondary

14/15 – 14 total, 12 primary and 2 secondary
Cooma’s Jim Puniard gave this information at the June AGM. It’s collected from brigade incident
reporting systems, so if an incident hasn’t been reported for any reason, it won’t appear in these figures.
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Bunnings fundraiser BBQ Saturday 28 September 9am−4pm
If you can give an hour or so to help, please call or text Abby on 0417 548 118 to give your
name and your available time. Help outfit the new shed!

District Doings – done, doing and to be done
1/9: District exercise, a Round Robin at Colinton Fire Station, focused on pumping, dry fire-fighting skills
and live-fire exercises
8/9: Michelago Brigade monthly training, 11 am
8/9: Arduous Pack Test (ARD), Jindabyne
15/9: Blessing of the Fleet, St Thomas’ Anglican Church, Michelago (for details, see BB#54)
28/9: Bunnings fundraiser BBQ, especially important for outfitting The New Shed – helpers needed
13/10: Michelago Brigade monthly training, 11 am
27/10: Former Captain Vern Drew’s 80th birthday celebration, Michelago Hall; drop in from 12 noon
10/11: Michelago Spring Fair, jointly run by the MRFB and the MRCA. There’ll be helicopter rides again,
food, lots of stalls, and ‘inflatable amusements’. Plus MRFB’S Get Ready display
Note: the RFS training dates and locations are taken from the Monaro 2019 Training Calendar and can
be subject to change, usually depending on instructor availability. If in doubt, please ask one of the
training officers or Brent.

The 2018—2019 MRFB Committee
Captain: Brent Wallis (0435 794 432) Senior Deputy Captain: Keith Howker (0406 887 435)
Deputy Captains: Derek Giucci, Scott Teys, John Taylor, Alex Milovanovic
Callout Officers: Bronwyn Gattringer, Lauren Wallis
Catering Officers: Lauren Wallis, Kylie Kenyon, Alex Milovanovic
RFSA Rep: Keith Howker
Training Officers: David Ferris, Peter Butler, Aldo Giucci
Equipment Officers: Derek Giucci, Keith Howker
Engine Keepers: Scott Teys, David Ferris
Welfare Officer (female): Bronwyn Gattringer Welfare Officer (male): Keith Howker
WHS Officer: Brent Wallis
Permit Officers: Brent Wallis, Keith Howker, Derek Giucci
President: Abby McPherson 0417 548 118 Treasurer: Brien Hallett Vice President: Bronwyn Gattringer
Secretary: Lee Harris Active-member representative: Abby McPherson
Executive Committee Officers: Captain, Snr Deputy Captain, Deputy Captain 1, President, Treasurer, Secretary, Vice President, Active-member
representative
Auditor: Kerry Rooney Editor: Leanne Pattison 0407 110 946 / LPatt@internode.on.net
Disclaimer: views expressed or implied in this bulletin are not necessarily those of the MRFB Committee, wider Michelago Brigade membership or the
RFS.
Original articles and photographs: Copyright © authors and photographers and the Michelago Rural Fire Brigade
Find The Brigade Bulletin on www.michelagoregion.org.au and
Fire Cooma Monaro Fire Control 1300 722 164 / 02 6455 0455 (BH only; AH leave a message) Emergency 000
FIRE INFO: www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/fire-information/fires-near-me
or download the app Fires Near Me
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