~THE BRIGADE BULLETIN~
The occasional newsletter of the Michelago Rural Fire Brigade #50
12 December 2018
Find us on www.michelagoregion.org.au and
Spring Fair 2018; Standby; Callouts; Queensland deployment; Carwoola fire – thank you,
Michelago; New member; Lighting a fire on TFB days – quick facts; Arduous Firefighter
applications; New shed update; Next training; Government update on workers comp; Slow down for
emergency vehicles; MediSim course; How fireproof is you plan?; District doings; Erratum.

Michelago Spring Fair 2018
This was Remembrance Day,
the 100th anniversary of the
1918 Armistice being signed at
the 11th hour on the 11th day of
the 11th month. The Fair’s
organisers felt that the old
Diggers would have appreciated
the traditional ceremony of
respect followed by a day of
relaxation and fun in a free
land.
Right: Leonard Timbrell, who will
be 96 in January, served in the
Australian Navy in WW2 on the ‘Shropshire’ and the ‘Colac’.
Leonard visited the Fair with his family.

The weather was kind, the community appreciative, the
attendees numerous and the volunteers hard-working.
A sample census at the gate showed that most people came
from Michelago, Queanbeyan and Tuggeranong. Responses
indicated that Facebook, the road signs, word-of-mouth and
radio provided the most effective publicity.
Generous sponsors for this Brigade-MRCA community event
were: All States Towing, Snowy Monaro Regional Council,
Fitch Sharpening & Tools, Leigh’s Water Tank Cleaning,
Snuggles Pet Resort, Snowy Sheds, Actew AGL, Asset
Construction Hire, Will Kelly’s Combined Rural Services and
PremiAir Hire. Thank you to them and to all the workers.
Photos: Leanne Pattison. Final photo (p.4): Hans Saxinger (Anembo
Brigade). Photos of identifiable children are published with the parents’
written permission
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Fair-fun collages
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Standby in the shed
Pierces Creek, ACT This fire started in bushland on 2 November, burnt around 140
hectares, came within 7 km of Kambah, and was declared under control on 4 November.
Michelago people were reassured by Keith Howker’s post for the RFS on the Michelago Notice
Board, 2 November: ‘Residents in the Smiths Road, Michelago and other northern parts of the
Snowy Monaro Regional Council area, please note this. It is likely you may see the smoke from this
fire or experience smoke drift from this fire today.
This is for your information and we wish to advise that the fire poses no threat to these areas. We
will keep you posted as the day progresses.’

Callouts
1. MVA Wednesday 14 November, 1.30 pm, Monaro Highway, near the village: a ute sideswiped a power pole and was towed away. No-one was injured. Brent Wallis and Derek
Giucci attended.
2. MVA Sunday 25 November, c. 3.30 pm, Monaro Highway, 1 km north of the village: a twocar head-on collision. The driver of one car suffered a broken leg. There were no other
injuries. Michelago 1 and 7A attended with crews of Brent Wallis, Scott Teys, Derek Giucci,
John Taylor, Bronwyn Gattringer, Peter Butler and Matt Kunkel. Two ambulances and four
paramedics also attended.

Queensland fires deployment
Following a call from Cooma FC for Monaro volunteers, a team of nine left for Queensland early on
29 November for three days, returning home on the fourth day. Local RFS members were Aldo
Giucci (Michelago), Kim Templeton (Colinton) and Matt Mill (Anembo).

Carwoola fire: thank you, Michelago
Martin and Frances Butterfield sent this cheering email to the Brigade Secretary on 25 October:
Dear folks
David Hanzl from Carwoola sent me a link to your Bulletin of 7 March 2017. The front page
shows 2 of your members fighting the Carwoola fire at our house - cooling venting gas
bottles.
We always wondered who saved it and now we know. Thank you so much!
Martin and Frances Butterfield
The next day came a similarly touching email from David Hanzl, Captain of Carwoola Brigade:
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Good morning to Michelago Brigade
I would also like to express my thanks to your members for responding to the Carwoola fire
back in February 2017. It is so hard to track down everyone who took part. I know this is
what we do; we rush off to help out some poor community that is having a bad time - we've
certainly done the same many times. But this time you came to OUR community and so, on
behalf of the Carwoola Brigade and the Carwoola community we would very much like to
thank you and the rest of the Cooma-Monaro Strike team. There are quite a few of us who
still get a bit emotional just talking about that day.
It certainly doesn't get much closer than the job Michelago did at the Butterfield's home the two fires that were taking hold on the deck seem to have been caught just in time. It is
because of Brigades like yours coming a long way from home to help out that more homes
were not lost (in the end 8 homes were destroyed).
Kind regards,
David Hanzl
Captain, Carwoola Brigade

From The Brigade Bulletin #35, 6 March 2017: this is the photo that Martin and Frances saw,
showing Alex Milovanovic and Peter Butler cooling the venting gas bottles in the shed next to the
house. Keith Howker took the photo. Emails by kind permission of the writers.

New Member
A big welcome to Cody Foley from all the Michelago
Brigade! The acceptance of Cody’s application to join the
NSW RFS came through on 7 November.
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Lighting a fire – quick facts
Jim Puniard (District Coordinator, Monaro Team) has sent a table of
comprehensive information about the what, where and when of
incendiary activity on Total Fire Ban and non-TFB days. A brief summary
about TFB days follows. If you would like the full table forwarded to you,
please contact the Brigade Secretary.
For more information, refer to the NSW RFS publication Before You Light That Fire at
www.rfs.nsw.gov.au












Camp fire for cooking/recreation in any NSW park: No
Camp fire on my property: No
My own gas/electric bbq in a NSW park: No, but possibly yes in some
officially constructed bbqs in specified picnic areas
A gas/electric bbq on my property: Yes, in certain conditions (including
responsible adult, water supply, 2 metres around clear of flammable
material)
Hot works likely to generate sparks (e.g. grinding, welding, soldering):
No
Harvesting operations (including machinery in grass, crop or stubble): Yes, in certain
conditions (including hot machinery not touching combustible material, specified fire
safety equipment – 16L knapsack spray pump filled with water or 9L liquid fire extinguisher
or 0.9 kg dry fire extinguisher); check household insurance for cover and duty of care
Fire in the open for burning excess vegetation (e.g. grass, stubble): No
Fire to burn pile of leaves/other garden refuse: No
Fire in incinerator for household garbage: Yes, in certain conditions (no sparks or burning
material can escape, minimum 5 metres clear around, Council requirements re air
pollution)

Arduous Firefighter program
An email plus Expression of Interest form from Tim Ingram was forwarded to members on 22
November. It included the program’s prerequisites and a summary of ‘capability and limitations’.
If you would like this re-sent to you, please contact the Brigade Secretary: Lpatt@internode.on.net

New Shed
Advice from Jim Puniard (District Coordinator,
Monaro Team): ‘Tenders were to be called in
September. This has been pushed back slightly to
allow for integration of design enhancements
found during the Numeralla RFB Station build, and
the finalisation of land licensing agreements with
Transport NSW.’
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The last 2018 training was Sunday, 9 December. January? Details later.
Update on government changes to benefit NSW firefighters
A 24 October email from Corporate Communications, NSW Rural Fire Service, advised that the
NSW Government has introduced legislation to facilitate career and volunteer firefighters to claim
workers compensation entitlements and support.
The following quotation gives the essence of the email forwarded to Michelago members and
supporters:
For eligible firefighters, there will soon be automatic processing for twelve firefighting workacquired cancers, including prostate cancer and leukaemia.
Also, firefighters will be able to claim entitlements for these cancers at any time after leaving
their firefighting work, without a risk their eligibility will expire after 10 years.
Of course, there will be no changes to existing workers compensation benefits and entitlements,
which firefighters can claim for work-related injuries and diseases, including cancers.

Slow down for emergency vehicles
A detailed RFS memorandum on the new NSW
law for Incident Management Road Safety and
its guiding principles was received 8
November. Contact the Brigade Secretary if
you would like it forwarded to you.
In essence, it mandates that drivers will (a) not exceed 40 km/hr when passing a stationary
emergency response vehicle displaying flashing red or blue lights (b) give way to any person on
foot in the vicinity of such an emergency response vehicle, and (c) not increase speed until a
sufficient distance past the vehicle, so as not to cause a danger to any person in the vicinity of the
vehicle.
The new rule does not apply to a driver if the emergency response vehicle is on the other side of a
median strip.
Non-compliance: fine of $439.00 and three demerit points. A maximum court-imposed penalty of
$2,00.00 can also apply.

More Spring Fair pics
Music makers Bill Lane and
group Ivy Lane; hard-working
sheep-dog Punch; rosemary
sprigs for Remembrance Day.
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MediSim

Photos by kind permission of Elaine Verdi, MediSim coordinator, Careflight
Thank you to Peter Butler for the report.

Peter Butler and Rob Smith attended an advanced trauma workshop (MediSim) conducted by the
CareFlight Medical Services recently at Jindabyne SES HQ on 27 October 2018. The workshop was
attended by members of the SES, RFS, NSW Ambulance, NSW Fire & Rescue and the NSW National
Parks Ski Patrol.
The workshop focused on stabilising patients with severe
trauma, usually as a result of MVAs and other traumatic
incidents, and on the advanced first-aid techniques
applicable before specialised medical personnel are on
scene.
These techniques facilitate the preservation of the patient’s
life and stabilisation before the patient can be transported,
either by road or air medical evacuation.
The workshop used a
range of scenarios,
including how to triage
mass casualties from a
multiple MVA incident,
and used the portable
MVA simulator that the
Careflight people tow
around the country to
their workshops.

Prepare, Act, Survive
NSW RFS urges you to watch a confronting ‘commercial’ on
https://youtu.be/C09WmkwxuRw and to check
www.myfireplan.com.au

Langdon Gould of Cooma FC has sent some startling posters
(one at right) and the following advice.
‘We’ll wait and see’ is not a fireproof plan. Do you know people
in Michelago who have a plan this bush fire season? Now is the
time to decide what you will do should a bush fire threaten. Ask
yourself – how fireproof is my plan? Find out in five minutes at
www.myfireplan.com.au and #myfireplan #nswrfs
‘I reckon we’ll stay’ is not a fireproof plan. Michelago Brigade
is asking Michelago residents to ask their friends, ask their
neighbours, ask their family and ask themselves ...
How fireproof is your plan?
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District doings – done, doing and to be done
11/11: MRFB-MRCA Spring Fair, 10am—3pm, Michelago Oval. Included ‘Get Ready’ promotion.
Replaced Michelago monthly training.
1/12: BF assessment (Cooma) by Brent Wallis and Dave Ferris: practical component after trainees
completed FUEL (e-learning component)
6/12: annual meeting of all Snowy-Monaro Group Officers at Nimmitabel
9/12: Michelago monthly training
2019, 6 April: Michelago Music Muster.

Erratum: BB#49 wrongly stated that the Yankees Gap fire burnt 19.5 hectares. It actually burnt 20,000
hectares. Thank you to Brian Wallis for spotting the error.
The 2018—2019 MRFB Committee
Captain: Brent Wallis (0418 680 205) Senior Deputy Captain: Keith Howker (0406 887 435)
Deputy Captains: Derek Giucci, Scott Teys, John Taylor, Alex Milovanovic
Callout Officers: Bronwyn Gattringer, Lauren Wallis
Catering Officers: Lauren Wallis, Kylie Kenyon, Alex Milovanovic
RFSA Rep: Keith Howker
Training Officers: Aldo Giucci, David Ferris, Peter Butler
Equipment Officers: Derek Giucci, Keith Howker
Engine Keepers: Scott Teys, David Ferris
Welfare Officer (female): Bronwyn Gattringer Welfare Officer (male): Keith Howker
WHS Officer: Brent Wallis
Permit Officers: Brent Wallis, Keith Howker, Derek Giucci
President: Abby McPherson 0417 548 118 Treasurer: Brien Hallett Vice President: Bronwyn Gattringer
Secretary: Leanne Pattison Active-member representative: Abby McPherson
Executive Committee Officers: Captain, Snr Deputy Captain, Deputy Captain 1, President, Treasurer, Secretary, Vice President,
Active-member representative
Auditor: tba

Editor: Leanne Pattison 0407 110 946 / LPatt@internode.on.net

Disclaimer: views expressed or implied in this bulletin are not necessarily those of the MRFB Committee, wider Brigade
membership or the RFS.

Original articles and photographs: Copyright © authors and photographers
and the Michelago Rural Fire Brigade
Find The Brigade Bulletin on www.michelagoregion.org.au and
Fire Cooma Monaro Fire Control 1300 722 164 / 02 6455 0455 (BH only; AH leave a message)
Emergency 000
FIRE INFO: www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/fire-information/fires-near-me or download the app Fires Near Me
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