~THE BRIGADE BULLETIN~
The occasional newsletter of the Michelago Rural Fire Brigade #48
29 August 2018
Find us on www.michelagoregion.org.au and
Early start to the fire season – 1 September
Callout 1; Consider weather conditions; RFS Permits notice; Callout 2; August training; Next training; New
member; Fire – we all have to plan; First high fire danger day; Executive highlights; Tax deductibility; New
shed; Attendance at training courses; District doings.

Callout 1
Jinjera Road fire, Wednesday 15 August

Photo: Keith Howker

Callout was 10.45 am. The Michelago Notice Board Facebook page advised:
Monaro RFS have responded to a fast moving grass fire at Jinjera Rd Michelago.
There are now 3 crews on scene with 5 units en route to the fire. Another 3 brigades have been
paged. At this stage 4 properties are under threat with the fire being fanned by strong winds gusting
at 60 kph.
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Photo: Keith Howker

Abby posted c. 1.00 pm that the fire was being contained, and that fire crews were mopping up and
blacking out and would be patrolling all afternoon.
Photo: Abby McPherson

Brigades attending: Michelago, Colinton, Bredbo and Smiths Road. Jerrabomberra Creek and Burra
were alerted but not needed. Aircraft were on standby because of the Tinderries’ proximity.
The fire was caused by a private burn. Given the weather conditions, it was remarkable that it
burned only three hectares – a tribute to the fast and efficient response of fire crews.
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Snr Deputy Captain Keith reported that JT and Aldo arrived fast and first and ‘stopped it in its tracks’
and that the whole team was ‘awesome’.
Photo: Keith Howker

Consider weather conditions before burning.

The RFS encourages everyone not to

light a fire if in doubt, or to seek advice from their local brigade. Penalties may apply for allowing fire
to escape your property or for not notifying neighbours and the Fire Control Centre of burns. The
Cooma FCC phone is 1300 722 164 / 02 6455 0455 (BH only; AH leave a message). Emergency: 000
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EARLY COMMENCEMENT TO THE 2018/19 BUSHFIRE DANGER PERIOD
The NSW Rural Fire Service is advising Snowy Monaro Regional Council residents
that the Bush Fire Danger Period will be brought forward and Fire Permits will be
required from the 1st of September 2018.
From 1 September 2018 until the end of the Bush Fire Danger Period, people wishing
to light a fire in the open will require a permit. Permits are free and can be obtained
by contacting the Monaro Fire Control Centre, on 6455 0455 during business hours.
Landholders and residents who fail to obtain a Fire Permit, notify the NSW RFS or Fire & Rescue NSW
and their neighbours 24hrs prior to lighting a fire face fines of up to $5,500 and/or 12 months prison
while escaped fires attract penalties of up to $110,000 and/or 5 years prison.
On days of elevated fire danger the NSW RFS may declare a Total Fire Ban, prohibiting the lighting of
any fire in the open, even if you have a Fire Permit. Lighting or maintaining a fire on a day of Total
Fire Ban can attract penalties of up to $5500 and/or 12 months prison.
On a day of Total Fire Ban the lighting of fires is prohibited. This includes cooking fires, using
incinerators and barbecues which burn solid fuel, such as wood or charcoal. Information about Bush
Fire restrictions and Total Fire Ban declarations is published at www.rfs.nsw.gov.au. Locals can also
call the Monaro Control Centre on 6455 0455 or the Bush Fire Information Line on 1800 NSW RFS
(1800 679 737).
[Thanks to Martin Hughes for forwarding this notice – Ed.]
https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/fire-information/BFDP

Callout 2
MVA, Monday 27 August
Callout was 6 am. After a car-kangaroo collision just north of the village, near the
intersection of the Monaro Highway and Kelly Road, the car burst into flames, setting alight
roadside grass.
Photos: Brent Wallis
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The car’s three occupants
exited the car unhurt after
the collision and before the
fire. The kangaroo was killed.
Michelago’s three trucks
responded. The fire was
contained by 7 am and traffic
flow regained by 8 am.
Michelago’s crews were
Brent Wallis, Keith Howker,
Aldo Giucci, Peter Butler,
Matt Kunkel and David Ferris.
Media attention was speedy.
Canberra ABC radio
interviewed Brent. The SMH
published a report at 7.47
am. Even the UK Daily Mail
picked it up, publishing the
car fire photo and referring to
the roo as a ‘marsupial’.

August training

Photos: Keith Howker

Sunday, 12 August. First, there was continued
practice with map-reading and navigation skills.
Without being told their destination, members
were given the grid references to arrive at David
Ferris’s property.
Closed-circuit relay pumping was then the focus
for the good number of members attending. From
the creek, they filled one truck, pumping water
from this to the second truck to keep its water
level up.
This strategy keeps the water level up in the
second truck so it can keep a full flow going and
doesn’t have to stop hosing to re-fill.
This was a useful introduction for a new member,
good revision for oldies, and a satisfying
demonstration of teamwork.
Right: Kylie turns on the pump to draught water from
the creek.
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Top: Dave, Alex, Kylie, Lee and Rob Smith show teamwork setting
up the hose to the creek.
Above: discussion before the
exercise.
Left: Watched by Kylie, new
member Gregg practises his hose
bowling skills.

Right: Gregg, Lee, Kylie, Rob Smith

Next training: Sunday, 9 September, 11 am.
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New member
Welcome, Gregg McFaul, to the NSW RFS and to the
Michelago Brigade!

Fire – we all have to plan
Officers in Charge (OICs)
 How many trucks do I need?
 How big is this fire and will it become bigger?
 Where am I and can I get out safely?
 Do I have enough water or have access to a pool or water tank?
 Do I have to get people evacuated?
 Are my firies safe and am I putting them in danger?
 What’s the weather doing and when is that southerly due to hit?
 How many properties is this thing going to impact?
These are just some of the things that go through the minds of our OICs when they’re facing a
bushfire. It’s hectic, often very windy, and physically and mentally demanding on firefighters,
particularly when fire is impacting houses and other property.
Working with other brigades
OICs at fires often have to coordinate the roles of various brigades.
In our area, we share the role of bushfire fighting with Anembo, Colinton, Bredbo, Burra,
Jerrabomberra Creek and Smiths Road Rural Fire Brigades, and with the ACT Rural Fire Service and
ACT Fire & Rescue.
Help us help you …
… by being bushfire ready this Spring and Summer. Prepare your bushfire survival plan and your
property now. Remind your family and friends to do the same. Remember bushland can mean areas
such as scrub, grassland, woodland, crops and farmland.
For planning reminders, go to www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/plan-and-prepare
[Adapted from Keith’s Facebook post of 14/8, in turn adapted from Fire and Rescue, Queanbeyan.]

First High Fire Danger day
With no polite waiting for the official start of the danger season, this was 15 August.
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Executive highlights
The last Executive Committee meeting before the official start of the fire season was
Friday, 17 August. The main topics dealt with were as follows.
1. Brigade identity banner to display at fundraiser barbeques and other events.
2. Refreshments for members are an important part of team-building and debriefing at training
and after incidents; they include barbecue food, coffee, tea etc, and beer. After the tragic
MVA on 18 July, they included breakfast and coffee at the local shop for members who had
been up all night. Sometimes they include sandwiches and water for people on the
fireground. This discussion arose because a community member complained some time ago
about fundraised money paying for refreshments. The Committee considers that the Brigade
acts responsibly with these purchases.
3. Bunnings BBQ 22 September: this will go ahead despite concern about the anticipated
intensity of the fire season, as it’s an excellent fundraiser. [It’s here noted that active
members in this fully volunteer brigade who attend training and incidents are usually the ones
who contribute their time and effort to run these fundraising barbecues – Ed.]
4. Other fundraising: (a) Music Muster – profits were halved between the MRCA and the
Brigade, $1400 each, (b) Spring Fair – profits will be 1/3 to Brigade, 1/3 to MRCA, 1/3 to
community projects. Brigade and MRCA members are working hard for the Spring Fair.
5. General meeting re new Constitution: a GM in September was flagged at the May AGM, but
it was decided that it had to be a low priority at this time. It will be about instituting Brigadespecific rules in the few areas of the Constitution which we are permitted to amend.
6. Tax deductibility of subscriptions and donations: Treasurer Brien has researched this
previously and concluded, based on ATO requirements and the relatively low level of
donations, that it’s not appropriate for the Brigade. [His item elsewhere in the Bulletin
explains this further.]
7. Callouts are going smoothly, with members adhering to procedure. Jim Darrant
congratulated everyone to do with the Jinjera Road fire on a smooth operation.
8. Michelago Notice Board: postings on Facebook helped update the community about that fire
(thanks, Abby). Such posts will continue when possible.
9. New shed: tenders will be called in September.
10. New shed expenses: we need to build up funds for shed outfitting, including for automatic
roller doors that will increase incident-response speed – these are not included in the RFS
funding.
10. Automatic vehicle location: this system, which runs off a radio station, GRN, will track all
vehicles for Fire Control.
11. Aircraft: there are 250 aircraft available in Australia for firefighting.
12. HR burns: it was too dry to do the planned Liepens HR.
13. Fire trails: new fire trail plans will be confirmed soon.
14. Training: Monaro has completed only 50% of training, due to lack of interest, not lack of
instructors, so courses have been reduced. One third of incidents in Monaro are VF related,
so that course must be kept going. Michelago has 95% VF qualified, but other brigades have
much less.
15. RFSA grant application’s requests: thermal imaging camera, e-flares, 3 X SITREP Aid &
Navigator, laptop computer. It’s 3 years since our last grant, so we’re hopeful for this one.
16. Secretary: succession planning and maintenance of records.

Michelago Rural Fire Brigade BrigadeBulletin48

2 9 A u g u s t 2 0 1 8 P a g e 8 |10

Why aren't donations and membership subscriptions tax deductible?
From Treasurer Brien:
This is a good question that is asked from time to time. The simple
answer is that the Tax Office requirements don't justify it for a brigade
such as ours.
If we look at last year's financial statements presented to the AGM in
May, we see we took $155 in subscriptions at $5 per person.
Most of our donations – c$955 – were from collection tins at the shop or barbecues and the identity
of the donors unknown. We received only one donation last year where the donor's identity was
known (and a receipt was issued).
To provide tax deductibility, we would need to register with the Tax Office and jump through a range
of bureaucratic hoops before the ATO may grant us this status. Volunteer fire brigades are not listed
in their examples of organisations likely to get approval.
Earlier advice from the Tax Office was that, based on our small
turnover, it is not worth registering for GST and the same advice
appears to hold for tax deductibility.
As treasurer, I am happy to discuss this further with any members.

New shed
Cooma Fire Control says that tenders for the building will be called in
September.
The news from the Group Captains’ conference is that there’s a long
time-lag between approving and building new infrastructure, i.e. fire station sheds.

Training courses – attendance
This is a plea from training officers and instructors to those whom it might
concern.
If you see a course on the training calendar that you want to do, please book
through the training officer, put the date in your diary and turn up!
You’ve booked, your Captain and Training Officer have taken the time to do
the paperwork, and instructors have prepared for a certain number of
participants, as have catering crews.
Tell them asap if you can’t make it. Don’t just not attend.
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District Doings – done, doing and to be done
11-12/8: Group Captains’ conference (Brent)
18-19/8: Bush Firefighters course (BF14), Cooma
25/8: Fire permit workshop, Cooma – cancelled due to operational activity
26/8: Off-Road Driver Cat1 & 2 Operators/Cat6 & 13 (for current ORD qualified and approved
operators only)
27/8: Spring Fair meeting of MRCA and MRFB, 5.30 pm, followed by regular MRCA meeting,
Michelago Hall
1-2/9: Tree Felling Intermediate (TFI10)
2/9: Tree Felling Intermediate (TFI10), Recertification
13/9: Captains’ meeting, CFCC
22-23/9: Safety Advisor (SAA), Cooma
22/9: Field Operations Assistant (Scribe) Workshop/Refresher, incl. FireMapper, Cooma
26/9: Arduous Firefighter Pack Test (ARD), Jindabyne Oval
7/10: Monaro Round Robin Exercise, 0900—1300
27/10: MediSim Trauma Care Workshop, Jindabyne.
Note: the RFS training dates and locations are taken from the Monaro 2018 Training Calendar and
can be subject to change, usually depending on instructor availability. If in doubt, please ask one of
the training officers or Brent.

The 2018—2019 MRFB Committee
Captain: Brent Wallis (0418 680 205) Senior Deputy Captain: Keith Howker (0406 887 435)
Deputy Captains: Derek Giucci, Scott Teys, John Taylor, Alex Milovanovic
Callout Officers: Bronwyn Gattringer, Lauren Wallis
Catering Officers: Lauren Wallis, Kylie Kenyon, Alex Milovanovic
RFSA Rep: Keith Howker
Training Officers: Aldo Giucci, David Ferris, Peter Butler
Equipment Officers: Derek Giucci, Keith Howker
Engine Keepers: Scott Teys, David Ferris
Welfare Officer (female): Bronwyn Gattringer Welfare Officer (male): Keith Howker
WHS Officer: Brent Wallis
Permit Officers: Brent Wallis, Keith Howker, Derek Giucci
President: Abby McPherson 0417 548 118 Treasurer: Brien Hallett Vice President: Bronwyn Gattringer
Secretary: Leanne Pattison Active-member representative: Abby McPherson
Executive Committee Officers: Captain, Snr Deputy Captain, Deputy Captain 1, President, Treasurer, Secretary, Vice President,
Active-member representative
Auditor: tba

Editor: Leanne Pattison 0407 110 946 / LPatt@internode.on.net

Disclaimer: views expressed or implied in this bulletin are not necessarily those of the MRFB Committee, wider Brigade
membership or the RFS.

Original articles and photographs: Copyright © authors and photographers
and the Michelago Rural Fire Brigade
Fire Cooma Monaro Fire Control 1300 722 164 / 02 6455 0455 (BH only; AH leave a message)
Emergency 000
FIRE INFO: www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/fire-information/fires-near-me or download the app Fires Near Me
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