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~THE BRIGADE BULLETIN~ 

The occasional newsletter of the Michelago Rural Fire Brigade #47 

3 August 2018 

                  Find us on www.michelagoregion.org.au and 

July training; Four callouts; Application form for joining NSW RFS; Driver fatigue; California; 

Training dates; Membership types; Executive meeting; New member; Fire season forecast 

and bushfire survival plans; District Doings; Brigade sub.; Bunnings BBQ – help needed. 
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July training        Photos: Leanne Pattison 

Controlling a venting gas cylinder fire 

was the focus of training on 8 July. 

The site was the vacant land 

between the fire shed and the 

railway station.   

Strategies included approach skills, 

team work, safe turn-off, truck 

positioning and water usage. 

The primary aim is to cool the 

cylinder to prevent an explosion 

from pressure building up.  

Either the gas will eventually burn off 

or operators might judge it safe to go 

to the cylinder and turn the gas off. 

In the case of this training exercise, 

the gas supply to the venting cylinder 

was turned off at the small gas bottle 

seen on the left in the first photo. 

The catering crew supplied a hearty lunch for the c. 30 people 

from three different brigades who attended.                                              Alex, Abby, Gregg  

 

Callouts  

1. MVA  

Wednesday 18 July, about 11.30 pm. Two-car head-on collision about 2 km north of the 

Michelago servo. One car caught fire. There were three fatalities.  An 11-year old boy, who 

was thrown clear, had non-serious injuries. There was also a grass fire to deal with. 

 

Brent Wallis and ACT Fire & Rescue were first at the site, followed by Rob Smith and Keith 

Howker, then the Cat1 with Derek Giucci, Bronwyn Gattringer, Matt Kunkel and Peter 

Butler, and police and ambulance. Some Michelago members were working with the other 

emergency services for eleven hours.  
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Media reports noted the demands made on police attending such serious incidents, but 

there was no acknowledgement of the roles and responsibilities of RFS personnel.  

 

Captain Brent Wallis says he is ‘extremely proud’ of the way the Michelago team managed 

the very difficult situation. 

 

2. Non-MVA  

Saturday 21 July. The Brigade, with police and ambulance services, was called out about 

9.00 a.m. to a highway location south of the village, but found no evidence of an accident, 

though they went as far as Bredbo looking for it. Everybody went home. 

 

3. Ramleigh fire        Photos: Keith Howker 

Wednesday 25 July, callout about 2.00 pm to a property near Colyers Creek to assist 

Colinton Brigade with a grass fire started by a detached car wheel. The fire burned 78 

hectares and was under control in two hours.  

 

Michelago’s Cat1 and both 

Cat7s attended with crews of 

Keith, Brent, Aldo, Rob 

Green, Matt, Derek and 

Bronwyn. 

 

4. Burn-off reported as a grass fire 

Saturday 28 July, callout at 11.17 am to Kelly Road. All three trucks responded in record 

time, as some members were already at the shed. They found the burn-off was under 

control.  

New membership application forms 

Hard copies of the latest version are now available from Brent, Keith and Leanne. The forms are 

allegedly available on the RFS website, but not all who have searched have found (see BB 46). 
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Driver fatigue – be aware 

At-risk drivers 
One of the most obvious at-risk drivers is someone who hasn't slept in a 
while. Due to the longer average trip lengths and lack of awareness of 
fatigue due to higher, monotonous speeds, rural drivers (and their 
passengers) are more at risk. 

How fatigue affects driving ability 
Fatigue affects most people in a similar way. It 
can impair performance and judgement, 
reduce attention, and cause slower reaction times. The result is 
poorer performance while doing the skilled task of driving, 
followed by an increased probability of falling asleep 
behind the wheelv. 

Micro-sleeps can be particularly dangerous as your 
vehicle's stopping distance increases significantly due to the dramatic increase in your 
reaction times caused by fatigueiii. 

The Transport Accident Commission of Victoria has compared impairment associated 
with driving while tired to driving while drunkvii. A driver who has been awake for 17 
hours has the ability similar to a driver with blood alcohol concentration (BAC) of 0.05. 
For someone who's been awake for 24 hours, it is akin to having a BAC of 0.1vii. 

Preventing a fatigue-related crash 
Traffic authorities across Australia have pursued a number of advertising campaigns to 
address driver fatigue, with each approach synonymous with the message "Stop, Revive, Survive". 

Signs of fatigue includev: 

 drifting out of your lane 
 unintended changes in speed 
 drowsiness, heavy-feeling eyelids, and micro-sleep 
 yawning 
 loss of concentration. 

Anticipating fatigue and being aware of the signs can help you prevent a fatal or serious crash on 

the roadv. If you recognise the signs, you should take a break from driving, either by stopping 

completely in a safe location off the road or by changing driversviii.  [My emphases – Ed.]  

Creative Commons images 

Text from https://www.allianz.com.au/car-insurance/news/importance-of-sleep-dangers-of-driver-fatigue  

 

California, here I (don’t) come …  

Many of you know that Captain Brent was asked to be one of three NSW RFS plant managers, 

among c.180 firefighters to go to help and advise at, and doubtless learn from, the fires currently 

devastating California. The three now going left today for six weeks. Unfortunately, Brent’s work 

constraints forbade it. There will be other fires …   

http://www.allianz.com.au/car-insurance/pulling-up-in-time-stopping-distances
https://www.allianz.com.au/car-insurance/news/importance-of-sleep-dangers-of-driver-fatigue
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Membership types 

Cooma Fire Control supplied the explanations below at the recent AGM. If anyone is unsure of 

their membership status, this might help. If it doesn’t, ask Captain Brent Wallis. 

Operational: Members that have or require firefighting qualifications and/or recognised 

experience. This membership type includes members who are firefighters and members who fulfil 

specialist roles or support roles – e.g. Firefighter, Air Base Operations, Field Communications, 

Catering and other members who fulfil a role that requires PPE.  

Operational Support: Members who do not require firefighting 

qualifications and/or recognised experience but fulfil equally important 

roles – e.g. Catering, Communications, Community Engagement, 

Chaplaincy and Junior Members. PPE and/or uniform may be issued.  

Administration: Other important roles where PPE is not required and 

members do not participate in field activities – e.g. Brigade 

Administration, Fundraising and Social Secretaries. PPE is not required 

but uniforms may be issued or acquired.  

Reserve: A member whose participation is infrequent but who is 

available for operational or operational support roles during major 

incidents – e.g. Life Members who are no longer active within a 

brigade, members on extended leave of absence and honorary members. PPE and/or uniform may 

be required, depending on the role. 

Cadet: A member of a dedicated Cadet Brigade who is aged 10 to 18 years. PPE and/or uniform 

may be issued. 

Community Fire Unit: A Community Fire Unit (CFU) member. CFU PPE is required.  

Executive meeting  

The next meeting of the Brigade’s Executive Committee will be on Friday, 17 August. If you would 

like any matters raised, please contact the Brigade President, Abby McPherson.  

Training dates  

As discussed at the AGM and previously notified, 
training is now to be on the second Sunday of the 
month. Why? The second Sunday doesn’t clash as 
much with long weekends, which are usually on 
the first weekend of the month. Training will still 
start at 11.00 am, despite the AGM decision for 
10 am. 
 
Future training dates:  
12 August, 9 September, 14 October, 11 
November (Spring Fair & MRFB Open Day), 9 
December. 

    Training – getting together, 8 July 
      Photo: L. Pattison  
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New Member 

 
Welcome, Romney Kelly, to the NSW RFS and the 
Michelago Brigade! 
Here she is, keeping warm at the Michelago Music 
Muster. 
Many of you will also know Romney as the Michelago 
Region Community Association President. 

 

 
Fire season forecast & bushfire survival plans 

 
Senior Deputy Captain Keith Howker’s 30 July Facebook post: 
 
With the dry conditions and forecast outlook over the next few months not looking that great, the 
fire season may be brought forward to September (we will keep you updated). 
 
Now is the time to sit with your family and discuss your bushfire survival plan. These are available 
online or you can come visit us at the fire shed and get a hard copy. I'll also leave some at the 
shop. If you have any questions, we are more than happy to discuss them with you. The link below 
will provide you with all the information you need.  
 
Cheers Keith  
 
https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/plan-and-prepare/prepare-your-property 
 
District Doings  
 
5/8: Lovegrass workshop/Bushfire Grasslands, Michelago Hall 
7/8: Training Advisory Group (TAG) meeting, Cooma 
8/8: Bushfire Awareness (BFA). Plant operators’ refresher and full course 
18-19/8: Bush Firefighters course (BF14), Cooma (?) 
25/8: Fire permit workshop, Cooma 
26/8: Off-Road Driver Cat1 & 2 Operators/Cat6 & 13 (for current ORD qualified and approved 
operators only) 
27/8: Spring Fair meeting of MRCA and MRFB, 5.30 pm, followed by regular MRCA meeting, 
Michelago Hall 
1-2/9: Tree Felling Intermediate (TFI10) 
2/9: Tree Felling Intermediate (TFI10), Recertification 
22-23/9: Safety Advisor (SAA), Cooma 
26/9: Arduous Firefighter Pack Test (ARD), Jindabyne Oval 
30/9: Divisional Commander workshop, Cooma. 
 
Note: the RFS training dates and locations are taken from the Monaro 2018 Training Calendar and 

can be subject to change, usually depending on instructor availability. If in doubt, please ask one 

of the training officers or Brent. 

https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/plan-and-prepare/prepare-your-property
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Brigade financial membership 

At the 2018 AGM in May, Treasurer Brien Hallett stated that members should not be asked to pay 

more than at present, as they already do so much for the Brigade. He then 

moved (seconded by Captain Brent Wallis) ‘That the annual membership 

subscription remain at $5.00.’ The motion was carried. 

All members present at an AGM pay their annual membership subscription 

at the door. The NSW RFS Constitution states that this is a prerequisite for 

voting rights.  

As so many generous people, both RFS members and Michelago Brigade 

supporters, now make contributions to the relatively new donations box at 

the Michelago General Store, the Executive Committee does not want to 

keep reminding them to pay what could be considered a token $5.00.  

It’s not tax deductible, but if you would prefer to leave $5 in a named 

envelope at the shop for the treasurer, asking for a receipt, please do so. 

Next Bunnings BBQ  

Our next fundraiser barbecue at Bunnings will be Saturday, 22 September, at the Tuggeranong 

store. If you would like to give some time to help, please contact the chief of the Catering Crew, 

Lauren Wallis (0402 925 529) and note it in your diary. 

The 2018—2019 MRFB Committee 

Captain: Brent Wallis (0418 680 205) Senior Deputy Captain: Keith Howker (0406 887 435) 

Deputy Captains: Derek Giucci, Scott Teys, John Taylor, Alex Milovanovic  

Callout Officers: Bronwyn Gattringer, Lauren Wallis  

Catering Officers: Lauren Wallis, Kylie Kenyon, Alex Milovanovic  

RFSA Rep: Keith Howker  

Training Officers: Aldo Giucci, David Ferris, Peter Butler  

Equipment Officers: Derek Giucci, Keith Howker 

Engine Keepers: Scott Teys, David Ferris 

Welfare Officer (female): Bronwyn Gattringer Welfare Officer (male): Keith Howker 

WHS Officer: Brent Wallis 

Permit Officers: Brent Wallis, Keith Howker, Derek Giucci 

President: Abby McPherson 0417 548 118 Treasurer: Brien Hallett Vice President: Bronwyn Gattringer                                                                                                                                                                                            

Secretary: Leanne Pattison Active-member representative: Abby McPherson  

Executive Committee Officers: Captain, Snr Deputy Captain, Deputy Captain 1, President, Treasurer, Secretary, Vice President, 
Active-member representative  

Auditor: tba       Editor: Leanne Pattison 0407 110 946  /  LPatt@internode.on.net                                                                                                                                     

Disclaimer: views expressed or implied in this bulletin are not necessarily those of the MRFB Committee, wider Brigade 

membership or the RFS.  

Original articles and photographs: Copyright © authors and photographers 

and the Michelago Rural Fire Brigade 

Fire Cooma Monaro Fire Control 1300 722 164 / 02 6455 0455 (BH only; AH leave a message)  

Emergency 000 

FIRE INFO: www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/fire-information/fires-near-me or download the app Fires Near Me 

mailto:LPatt@internode.on.net
http://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/fire-information/fires-near-me

