~THE BRIGADE BULLETIN~
The occasional newsletter of the Michelago Rural Fire Brigade #44
17 March 2018
Find us on www.michelagoregion.org.au and
Anembo 60th anniversary bbq; MyRFS issues; Village Firefighter 14 course; April training; No
callouts; New Cat7A; Pizza & Pints reminder; Arduous Firefighter; NSW RFS e-news (including new
Constitution); RFSA; 2018—19 Committee; District Doings.

Fire season 1 October – 31 March

Anembo Brigade’s 60th anniversary

Photo: Hans Saxinger

Sunday, 4 February: Anembo Rural Fire Brigade celebrated its 60th anniversary with a ceremony
and a barbecue for its members and those of Michelago and Colinton.
Jim Darrant, Cooma RFS District Manager, is shown presenting the NSW RFS Commissioner’s
commemoration plaque to the Brigade. Anembo Captain Tony DeLuca is between Jim and
Anembo President Charlie Stuart. Michelago Captain Brent Wallis and Colinton Captain Graham
Povey are third and second from the right in the foreground.

Issues with MyRFS?
The last TAG meeting (27 February) minutes noted that ‘MyRFS is dropping out and
asking for password multiple times. These issues need to be passed on to the MyRFS
Helpline – Phone 1300269 737.’
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Village Firefighter 14

Photo: Alex Milovanovic

Five Michelago members attended this course at Berridale on 3 and 4 March, either to upgrade
from a previous version of VF or to participate for the first time. They were Bronwyn Gattringer,
Keith Howker, Matt Kunkel, Alex Milovanovic and Lauren Wallis.
Other members attending to help as safety crew were Abby McPherson, Kylie Kenyon and Derek
Giucci.
Berridale, Bredbo and Numeralla Brigade members also attended.
As with most two-day courses, Day 1 was theory and Day 2 practical activities. The theory focused
on fire in non-natural materials (which are constantly evolving) mainly in car, gas and house fires.
Day 2’s action parts demanded skilled teamwork to (a) put out a leaking gas cylinder fire, (b) put
out a car fire and (c) vent the smoke from a
structure ‘fire’ (a smoke machine provided the,
um, smoke). Actually going into a burning
structure is permissible only with BA (breathing
apparatus), which requires a different
qualification.
All participants qualified.
The strategies for a car ‘fire’ were practised on
the Michelago Oval at a normal Brigade training
last year, resulting in a very clean command car
(see Brigade Bulletin #39, July 2017).
The flaming gas bottle. Photo: Bronwyn Gattringer

Defensive strategies for a structure fire were extensively explained, demonstrated and practised
previously at Guises Creek Brigade’s smokehouse (see Brigade Bulletin #17, May 2015).
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Left: photo Keith Howker. Above: photo Bronwyn Gattringer.
Left: Berridale 13, the bulk water carrier,
provided backup for the activities.
Photo: Alex Milovanovic
Below: The instructors (wearing green) set
up the equipment ready for the gas bottle
fire. Photo: Keith Howker

April training
Brigade training will resume on Sunday 8 April, 11 am at the shed.

No callouts since 20 January
New Cat7A
This is a 2006 Mitsubishi Canter from Bawley Point Brigade, which gets a new one. It’s a good
hand-me-down, and certainly better than our old Cat 7A, now retired with what are tactfully called
‘mechanical issues’. The newcomer will be active as soon it’s commissioned.

Pizza & Pints – 24 March – railway station
See District Doings (p. 7) for details.
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Arduous Firefighter
Tim Ingram, Monaro’s Learning & Development Officer, forwarded the information below about
this program. The closing date for expressions of interest is 31 March.
To Monaro members:
Expressions of interest for the ARDUOUS FIREFIGHTER PROGRAMME: open for all
members that meet the pre-requisites listed below.
Background:
The NSW Rural Fire Service has increasingly been requested to provide a bushfire fighting
capability interstate and internationally. Often in these instances, hosting states or
agencies have a requirement for firefighting and incident management personnel to meet
medical and fitness standards. Primarily the global ‘industry standard’ fitness test for
wildland firefighting is the Arduous Pack Test (APT). The APT has been undertaken in the
NSW RFS as a barrier test for internationally deployed personnel and Remote Area
Operators (RAFT) who are required to undertake this annually.
Arduous Firefighter Pre-Requisites:
To obtain or maintain status as ‘Arduous Firefighters’ NSW RFS personnel will require the
following pre-requisite as a minimum:



AF Qualification OR
Wild Fire Behaviour, Navigation and Crew Safety and Welfare (New AF modules)

It is strongly recommended that interested members with previous versions of Advanced
Firefighter i.e. AF03 or AF11 complete AF14 as there have been many changes to the
Advanced Firefighter qualification. Members without existing AF qualification will need to
complete AF14.
Additionally Arduous Firefighters will need to maintain a current Arduous Firefighter
Medical and Arduous Pack Test as stipulated in the Service Standard for Health and Fitness
of Firefighters.
Successful applicants will be placed on the Arduous Firefighter Operational Deployment
Register, from which they will be available for out-of-area deployment, including interstate
and/or internationally.
Timeline for Arduous Firefighter Programme:






EOI opens February
EOI closes March 31st
AF14 modules completed as per Monaro 2018 Training Calendar (April/May/June)
Medicals completed July/August (please note medicals are completed every 2
years)
Arduous Pack Test completed as per Monaro 2018 Training Calendar (26
September) Please note arduous pack tests are completed annually
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Successful applicants added to Arduous Firefighter Operational Deployment
Register, October.

Expressions of interest nomination form for the Arduous Firefighter Programme is
attached. For further information, please phone your local Fire Control Centre.
To ask for the application form, please email Tim Ingram: Monaro.team@rfs.nsw.gov.au
[Googling arduous firefighter yields some information about why it’s called ‘arduous’ –Ed.]

There were no photos available for the Arduous Firefighter Program, so here’s an archive (2015)
photo of a RAFT firefighter doing something arduous while carrying a heavy pack. The
photographer and subject are unknown.

Three items from the NSW RFS e-news
1. Update on fire trails. Fire trails provide vital access to affected land during bush fires and
hazard reduction burns, so identifying and maintaining an effective network of accessible
trails is critical.
Amendments to the Fire Trail regulations were introduced to ensure that NSW develops a
coordinated approach to mapping and maintaining a state-wide register of accessible fire
trails that meet mandated standards.
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Work has already begun in the Lower Hunter region to trial
the mapping and upgrade or establishment of the new
network of trails. Over the last few months, the Lower
Hunter BFMC has helped develop a Fire Access and Fire
Trail Plan, policies and procedures, as well as a Fire Trail
Standard. The trial has now been extended to a further 12
areas.
NSW RFS has committed funding for 51 strategic fire trails
and work upgrading trails is anticipated to begin over the
coming weeks.
Look out for further fire trail updates on MyRFS.
Creative Commons image

2. The new NSW RFS Brigade Constitution – 5 things you really, really need to know

[Six, actually: the sixth is that your executive committee will try to have Michelago-specific
brigade rules (see points 3 and 4 below) ready for members to consider and vote on at the
AGM. That will probably be in May.]
1. The new Brigade Constitution will automatically come into effect for all
brigades from 1 July 2018. However, brigades can choose to adopt it earlier if
they wish.
2. The new Constitution will give brigades better protection in the event
something goes wrong by providing clarification on membership.
3. The Constitution works ‘out of the box’ without any changes, but brigades can
customise the Constitution by making brigade rules if necessary. There are 17 areas
where brigade rules can be used and templates are available on MyRFS.
4. Brigades can also create Standing Orders, if necessary, for items outside the
Constitution which assist with the running of your brigade.
5. The Brigade Constitution and Brigade Management Handbook have been developed
after extensive feedback with and road-testing by volunteers across NSW - and now is
the time to put the Constitution into action in your brigade.
There’s extensive information available on MyRFS including templates, checklists and
videos to help your brigade.
Check MyRFS for regular updates and to access the Brigade Implementation Kit.
3. Your health matters

The Your Health Matters (YHM) program aims to
support staff and volunteers of the NSW RFS in
achieving and maintaining optimal health and fitness
for their roles.
YHM packs have been sent to FCCs, with information
including the Health and Wellbeing focus for the first
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quarter as well as a health calendar and resources for sun safety, hydration and back pain
prevention. If you haven’t seen this information at your local office, talk to your manager
or captain about requesting a pack.

Do you belong to the RFSA?
The RFSA is a huge support to brigades, giving grants and organising activities. Michelago has
benefited from RFSA grants. Members of the NSW Rural Fire Service Association receive an email
or a print version of its publication. To subscribe, contact communications@rfsa.org.au or
telephone 02 4723 3400.
The publication is also available on the website: www.rfsa.org.au

Committee 2018—2019
The next MRFB Committee will be elected at the next AGM (date not yet decided, but probably in
May). If you’re already a member, you’ll be asked beforehand if you would like to be renominated. If you’re not a committee member, you might like to consider some of the positions
listed at the end of this Brigade Bulletin.
Of course, you don’t have to be on the committee to help out –
many of you roll up your sleeves to make a success of fundraising
barbecues, for example. The group effort for the wider community in
setting up, running and dismantling last year’s Spring Fair was
amazing.

District doings – what’s been, is and will be happening?
Tues 27/2: TAG meeting, Cooma (Brent, Peter, Dave Ferris)
Sat&Sun, 3—4/3: Village Firefighter VF14, Berridale. (BF is a
prerequisite for VF14. VF14 is a prerequisite for CLV14.) Trainers:
Brent Wallis, Peter Butler
Sat 3/3: Asbestos Awareness Workshop (AWW), as part of VF14 (as
above). Trainer: Peter Butler
9—11/3: Code of Conduct & Ethics—Instructors’ Workshop, Sydney
(Peter Butler)
11/3: Advanced Resuscitation Techniques (ART), Berridale
17—18/3: Safety Advisors’ Course, Lake George (Aldo Giucci, Peter
Butler)
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Sat 24/3: ‘Off the Rails Pizza & Pints’, 12 midday till 12 midnight
Sat 24/3: Michelago Primary School – 150 years
anniversary celebrations
28/3: Raft Arduous Pack Test (ARD), Jindabyne
Oval
18/4: Captains’ meeting, Cooma Fire Control
Sat 2/6: Michelago Music, Oval, band, beer tent
and food, 5 pm onwards

The 2017—2018 MRFB Committee
Captain: Brent Wallis (0418 680 205) Senior Deputy Captain: Keith Howker (0406 887 435)
Deputy Captains: Derek Giucci, Alex Milovanovic, John Taylor, Scott Teys
Callout Officers: Bronwyn Gattringer, Abby McPherson
Catering Officers: Lauren Wallis, Kylie Kenyon, Samantha Tupper
RFSA Rep: Keith Howker Training Officers: Aldo Giucci, Peter Butler (0412 916 759), Rob Smith
Equipment Officers: Derek Giucci, Dave Ferris, Tim Haines
Engine Keepers: Steve Haines, Tim Haines
Welfare Officer (female): Bronwyn Gattringer Welfare Officer (male): Steve Haines
WHS Officer: Aldo Giucci
Permit Officers: Brent Wallis, Keith Howker, Derek Giucci
President: Abby McPherson Treasurer: Brien Hallett Vice President: Bronwyn Gattringer
Secretary: Leanne Pattison Active-member representative: Abby McPherson
Executive Committee Officers: Captain, Snr Deputy Captain, Deputy Captain 1, President,
Treasurer, Secretary, Vice President, Active-member representative
Auditor: Dave Bunston

Editor: Leanne Pattison 0407 110 946 / LPatt@internode.on.net

Disclaimer: views expressed or implied in this bulletin are not necessarily those of the MRFB
Committee, wider Brigade membership or the RFS.
Original articles and photographs: Copyright © authors and photographers and the
Michelago Rural Fire Brigade
Fire Cooma Monaro Fire Control 1300 722 164 / 02 6455 0455 (BH only; AH leave a message)
Emergency 000

FIRE INFO: www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/fire-information/fires-near-me
or download the app Fires Near Me
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