~THE BRIGADE BULLETIN~
The occasional newsletter of the Michelago Rural Fire Brigade #43
29 January 2018
Find us on www.michelagoregion.org.au and
Callouts (2 MVAs, Durran Durra fire, 2 lightning strikes); New lockers for old shed; No February
training; Anembo 60th anniversary bbq; Training calendar; Chainsaw memo; Bountiful donations
box; Christmas raffle results; MRFS & MRCA community events; NSW RFS e-news; RFSA; District
Doings.

Fire season 1 October – 31 March

Callouts – two MVAs that say ‘Don’t trust your tired self’
1. 1 January, 5.30 pm, MVA: single vehicle, P plates, drifted across the road when the driver
went to sleep at the wheel, and collided with a tree. The driver was not seriously injured
but was taken to hospital by NSW Ambulance Service.
John Taylor, Aldo Giucci and Rob Green are shown on traffic control.
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2. 5 January, 12.09 am, MVA: single vehicle accident caused by driver fatigue. The driver was
unhurt. Volunteers attending: Brent, Peter, JT, Bronwyn.
3.

Durran Durra fire, Nerriga Road, Braidwood
Saturday 20 January: DGC Brent Wallis prepared a Monaro strike team for Sunday 12
midday to 12 midnight, calling on Bredbo 7, Colinton 7B, Cooma 1, Michelago 1 and Smiths
Road 7.
At 3.05 pm, Saturday, FiresNearMe: 337 ha, ‘being controlled’.
The three photos below are courtesy of the Queanbeyan Rural Fire Brigade. Thank you to
Deputy 1 Dan Barwick for permission to publish.

Night of Friday, 19 January – property protection

Left: Friday, 19
January
Right: 20 January, 3
am

The Monaro Strike Team had the less dramatic job of helping with mopping up and were stood
down at 7 pm Sunday, five hours short of their scheduled 12-hour shift.
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Keith Howker reported that bulldozers had created effective fire breaks for the tankers to access
the fire and bring it under control.
Photos: Keith Howker

Left: the Monaro Strike
Team’s tankers stop in
Bungendore for
instructions.

Below left: Kylie finds
some fire …

Below right: … and shares
it.

The cause of the Durran Durra fire is yet to be determined.
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4.

Mopby Fire Trail fire

Photo: Bronwyn Gattringer

Lightning strike on a tree: Tuesday, 23 January, 8.10 pm – Michelago 7A and 7B attended
with Derek, Bronwyn, Rob Green, Scott, Aldo and Mike, plus Colinton 7B with Michael
Burton and Graham Povey, and Anembo 7A with Tony DeLuca and Andrew and Sam Lucas.

5.

Black Flat Road fire
Lightning strike: Wednesday, 24
January, 8.10 am – Michelago 7A
and 7B attended with Dave
Ferris, Keith, Derek and
Bronwyn. Three trees were
zapped.
Photo: Keith Howker

The lightning storm also brought some
welcome rain and a lower temperature,
so giving volunteers a chance to sleep
and even go to work.
It’s primarily the responsibility of the
property owners to keep an eye on
lightning-struck trees after the
firefighters have extinguished the
flames – the trees can smoulder and reignite, both in the body and via the root
system.

REMINDER: ring 000, not the
Brigade, if you see smoke or
fire.
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New lockers for old shed
Saturday, 13 January: cleaning volunteers removed the old, brown, battered lockers, tidied the
whole space and installed the new, beautifully blue ones. As well as looking good, they have the
advantage of actually being lockable.
Some of the old ones found new homes as garage storage.

Top: Kylie &
Bronwyn;
Rob Smith,
Matt & Cato
Left: Dave
Ferris
Right: the
museumpiece backpack water
pump
donated by
ex-Captain
Vern Drew

The new lockers were generously and anonymously donated
by a Canberra construction firm that wanted to benefit a
community not-for-profit organisation.

Some were quickly individualised.

No February training
Michelago members are invited to the Anembo Brigade’s celebration instead – see next item.
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Anembo’s 60th anniversary – bbq invitation – ‘All welcome’
Sunday, 4 February: Anembo Rural Fire Brigade invites Michelago RFS members to a celebratory
bbq, 10 am—1 pm, at the Anembo Fire Station, corner of Jerangle and Tinderry Roads.

Training calendar
The 2018 training calendar has been emailed to members separately. If you would like it sent to
you again, please ask Training Officer Peter: peterbutler3@bigpond.com

Chainsaw memo
Tim Ingram, the Learning & Development Officer, sent the following memo to all
Monaro brigades.
I would like to remind all members that any chainsaw work carried out at incidents should
be done so by accredited and appropriately qualified and current chainsaw operators,
particularly tree felling.
All Tree Felling on the fire ground must be carried out by appropriately trained and
qualified Tree Felling Fireline (TFF) operators.
A current list of qualified TFF operators has been provided to all Captains and is available
from the Duty Officer (DO)/ Operations Officer.
If you are the Incident Controller (IC) and require tree felling on the fire ground:

› Identify the need
› All members should constantly be on the lookout for tree hazards and hazardous trees
› All members should report tree hazards or hazardous trees to their crew leader (CL)/IC
› IC’s to Identify a qualified TFF operator
› TFF operator to assess tree and decide course of action
› IC to inform DO or Operations officer of course of action and
members involved
› IC to communicate that the action/s have been completed
The diagram at left is not from Tim Ingram.

Bountiful donations box at the Michelago Shop
Treasurer Brien reported that the full box had $191.25 at New Year. This takes
the donations for this financial year to $558.20.
Thank you, generous donors and to Sally, Tom and the shop team for all your
continued support.

Christmas raffle results
First prize: a ham and four boxes of wine – Keith Howker’s All States Towing boss, Dejan (‘DJ’)
Second and third prizes, each of three boxes of wine, were won by two ladies from the Cooma
gardening group that was served lunch in the Hall by the MRCA Committee in November.
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MRFS & MRCA community events (See also District Doings)
Following the Spring Fair’s fruitful partnership of the Brigade and the
Michelago Region Community Association, there will be further
collaborations for community fun and some fundraising.
1. Pizza and Pints at the Railway Station, Saturday, 24 March, midday until
late. Drop in or settle in.
Lucas, the licensee of the Australia Hotel, Cooma, will serve smoked
meats, wood-fired pizzas, and locally produced beers and spirits as well as
having Carlton Dry and Great Northern on tap.
Lucas had plenty of customers for his liqueurs at his Spring Fair stall.
A percentage of the profits will aid the planned MRCA projects of village
entrance beautification, and seating and barbecues at the sports oval.
2. Michelago Music – run by the Brigade and the MRCA
The Oval, 2 June. Live music! Hot food! Beer tent!
The gate will open at 4.30 pm and the music will start at 5.00.

From NSW RFS November News and December News
enews@rfs.nsw.gov.au
The following four items and two photos were copied from items in the NSW RFS e-News. The full
articles can be viewed on the site.
1. Nancy Bird Takes Flight
The waterbombing DC-10 Very Large Air Tanker (VLAT)
tasked with protecting lives and property from bush
and grass fires this summer has been named “Nancy
Bird” in honour of renowned Australian aviator Nancy
Bird Walton AO OBE. "Nancy Bird" is a new DC-10 and
replaces "Southern Belle".
Nancy Bird Walton's daughter, "Tweed," helped launch
the new VLAT and said Nancy would have been thrilled
to be so honoured. The NSW RFS are grateful for the
family's support.
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2. 2017/18 NSW RFS District Allocations
NSW RFS members will see the benefit of nearly $33 million worth of new fire trucks and other
vehicles this financial year.
Local council allocations have been finalised, with a total of $163 million being allocated to
councils across the state. Some of the key highlights include:







99 infrastructure projects across the state, worth $20.6 million
140 new appliances worth $31 million, and a further $1.6 million in 19 other vehicles
$4.8 million has been allocated to personal protective equipment for members
$6.4 million has been allocated to firefighting equipment
A further $5.9 million has been allocated to support local hazard reduction activities
$8 million worth of refurbished appliances.

3. New constitution for brigades
The new NSW RFS brigade Constitution is another step closer and brigades will soon
start using it.
Pilot sessions have been held with operational and support brigades in Coffs
Harbour, Orange, Wagga Wagga and Sydney over the past few weeks, ensuring the
process of moving over to the new Constitution is easy.
Your brigade should start thinking now about how it will start using the Constitution. There are
two choices:



The brigade can choose to do nothing and the Constitution will come into effect
automatically on 1 July 2018; or
The brigade can make brigade rules to customise the Constitution based on local needs.
There are 17 brigade rules which can be made ranging from how brigade elections are held
to establishing life membership criteria.

Brigades will be able to make the change prior to 1 July 2018 if desired, such as accepting it for use
at Annual General Meetings.
4. PPC update
The distribution of the new Next Generation PPC is well underway – and many
volunteers are finding it lighter, more practical and more comfortable.
Women’s cut PPC is available to all female members, and this is the first time
PPC has been specifically designed and distributed for females.
Remember -- the new PPC sizing may be slightly different to regular clothes
that you wear, and don't assume the size of your old PPC will be the same as
the new PPC. That's why it's critical that you get measured. Sizing charts are available on MyRFS.
You can also try on the different sizes to get the right fit. Sizing kits are being distributed to all
district offices across NSW.
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RFSA news from the website http://www.rfsa.org.au

Items on the site include:
1. RFSA urges the government to improve road safety for emergency workers (Mon. 13 Nov, 2017)
2. An RFSA sponsorship recipient continues research into cultural burning (Mon 8 Jan, 2018)
3. NSW RFS policies and codes for comments and information.
Thank you to Jeremy Mears of Colinton Brigade for circulating the RFSA news.

District doings
Fri 26/1: Oz Day breakfast bbq, 8—10 am, Michelago Railway Station
Wed 31/1: RFSA Branch meeting, 6 pm, Cooma FCC
Sun 4/2: Anembo Brigade bbq for 60th anniversary, 10 am—2 pm. Michelago invited
Sat 17/2: MRCA AGM, Hall, 3 pm
Tues 27/2: TAG meeting, Cooma (Brent, Peter)
Sat 24/3: ‘Off the Rails Pizza & Pints’, 12 midday till 12 midnight
Sat 2/6: Michelago Music, Oval, band, beer tent and food, 5 pm onwards

The 2017—2018 MRFB Committee
Captain: Brent Wallis (0418 680 205) Senior Deputy Captain: Keith Howker (0406 887 435)
Deputy Captains: Derek Giucci, Alex Milovanovic, John Taylor, Scott Teys
Callout Officers: Bronwyn Gattringer, Abby McPherson
Catering Officers: Lauren Wallis, Kylie Kenyon, Samantha Tupper
RFSA Rep: Keith Howker Training Officers: Aldo Giucci, Peter Butler (0412 916 759), Rob Smith
Equipment Officers: Derek Giucci, Dave Ferris, Tim Haines
Engine Keepers: Steve Haines, Tim Haines
Welfare Officer (female): Bronwyn Gattringer Welfare Officer (male): Steve Haines
WHS Officer: Aldo Giucci
Permit Officers: Brent Wallis, Keith Howker, Derek Giucci
President: Abby McPherson Treasurer: Brien Hallett Vice President: Bronwyn Gattringer
Secretary: Leanne Pattison Active-member representative: Abby McPherson
Executive Committee Officers: Captain, Snr Deputy Captain, Deputy Captain 1, President, Treasurer, Secretary, Vice President,
Active-member representative
Auditor: Dave Bunston

Editor: Leanne Pattison 0407 110 946 / LPatt@internode.on.net

Disclaimer: views expressed or implied in this bulletin are not necessarily those of the MRFB Committee, wider Brigade
membership or the RFS.

Original articles and photographs: Copyright © authors and photographers and the Michelago Rural Fire Brigade
Fire Cooma Monaro Fire Control (24 hrs) 1300 722 164 / 02 6455 0455 Emergency 000
FIRE INFO: www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/fire-information/fires-near-me or download the app Fires Near Me
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