~THE BRIGADE BULLETIN~
The occasional newsletter of the Michelago Rural Fire Brigade #39
31 July 2017
Find us on www.michelagoregion.org.au and
Tea Tree Creek HR Burn photos; Tea Tree Creek – then and now; Callout MVA; July training; Equipment care; Story of an
MVA with real fire; VF14 course 14 & 15 July ; District Doings.

Tea Tree Creek Hazard Reduction Burn, 7—11 May

Photos: Keith Howker

This significant burn, twice delayed because of weather, had been long planned. It was the largest HR
burn in which Michelago has participated, covering 750 hectares. Trucks from Anembo, Colinton,
Michelago and Smiths Road Brigades participated. Brent Wallis was IC.
These photos are shared only now because there hasn’t been room in the previous issues.

Left: the
command
vehicle
checks
progress.
Right: Abby
lights up.
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cont. Tea Tree Creek HR Burn
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cont. Tea Tree Creek HR Burn

Tea Tree Creek – then and now

Photos: Leanne Pattison

The photo below left of the Tea Tree Creek Fire was taken 18 December 2009 from Clearview Hill and
the one below right of the HR burn from almost the same spot on 8 May 2017.

Left: on Tinderry Road, late
December 2009.

Callout – ‘All the crew did a great job!’
Wed 26 July: Derek Giucci, John Taylor, Rob Green, Dave Ferris and Brent Wallis (Cat1 and 7B) attended
a 3.43 pm 2-car MVA, corner of Ryrie St and Monaro Highway. No-one was hurt. Response time: 10
mins. Incident was complete and crew back in station at 5.15 pm. Big thanks from the Captain!
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Training 2 July – MVAs

Differences in the business end set-ups of the Cat1 and the 7s were pointed out to two new members.

Due to the small number of members attending, the planned audio-visual part of training was not
presented, though Training Officer Peter Butler did show us in the Shed an amazing laptop United States
video of a truck wandering along a road while partly propelled by its load of sequentially exploding gas
bottles. The effect was partly horrifying but, given that the driver had jumped ship and no-one was hurt,
partly comically surreal.
Below left: Lee wore the flashover hood. Below right: Matthew showed his hose-rollout skills.

After the delicious and fortifying sausage-and-onion brunch
(thank you,
Lauren), we took
the white vehicle
(victim) and the
Cat1 (rescuer) to
the Michelago
Oval for a
simulated MVAon-fire exercise.

Action priorities depend on various factors of immediate
risk assessment – whether, for example, the car is on fire
or might be soon, people are trapped, first aid is required,
it’s an LPG car (identified by a diamond shape on the
number plate and the gas-fill inlet), there’s a Hazchem
situation (like a petrol can, acid or ammunition in the
boot), the car has one of the new magnesium alloy motors
(they burn intensely), and/or traffic on the road.
Right: Dave Ferris was ready with the ‘Hooligan Tool’.
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Signals were
practised, as
were
strategically
different
approaches to
the burning
vehicle.

Left: Derek
demonstrated pulsing
with the Acron.
Right: Derek and Dave
coached Lee to do the
same.

Removing injured people is a job for Fire Rescue
or ambulance personnel, but if they’re not there
and the occupants are in
danger from fire,
firefighters would need
to do it and administer
first aid.
Approach strategies and
safety measures were
discussed and rehearsed
– a valuable exercise for
those who attended.
Above left: gathering in hoses is harder than rolling them out – Lee showed how it’s done.
Above right: Re-watering the Cat1 – Lee, Abby, Derek and Dave.

Equipment care
From Brent and Derek: We would like to thank members for the way they have used and looked after
the trucks and equipment during training and incidents over the last 12 months.
Please remember that it is the responsibility of the crew that’s used a truck to ensure it is
clean and ready to go for the next event, including with diesel topped up. If there’s no fuel,
call Derek.
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Story of a real MVA

Photos: Judd Findlay

Peter Butler has supplied photos and a report of a fiery MVA attended by Woolgoolga Brigade in June
this year. They were taken from that brigade’s Facebook page, which is open to public viewing.
They lend reality to the hypothetical situation practised on the Michelago Oval on 2 July. The report is
reprinted below as received.
On June 28, our crews were responded to calls of vehicle alight on Solitary Islands Way at Emerald Beach.
As they were responding, the crew noticed a plume of smoke coming from the south and plans were put in
place to combat the incident and minimise the damage to the vehicle and environment.
Upon arrival the crew were alerted to the LPG fuel tank on board, and those plans were changed to suit
the evolving incident. Firecom were advised of the situation and assistance
was sought from a further Cat 1 from Moonee. The Woolgoolga crew were able to isolate the flames to
the cabin and engine bay of the vehicle and stop the fire impinging on the gas tank and prevent venting
and further escalation. The gas tank had not vented. Moonee's crew were put to work cooling the tank
further until such time as it was safe to leave it and commence the overhaul phase and salvage of the
vehicle.
The incident
was used as a
tool to break
out a new
Crew Leader
under direct
supervision of
the Captain
and this ran
seamlessly
with positive
experiences
came from this
for both the crew and the crew leader involved. It also provided a look into the human impact of incidents
such as this. The vehicles owner had just modified the body of the vehicle and
was on-scene to provide details of the incident and its lead up, but also his concerned friends and family
were on the other end of the fireground, outside of the cordoned area.
Things such as this are difficult to train for, but human care comes to the fore and our natural reactions
are to care for others....no matter who they may be.
Special credit must go to North Coast Heavy Towing
for blocking the road and preventing possible
through traffic and potential injuries and worse in
the event of explosions, and also to the civilians who
blocked the southern end.
This made our job so much easier and less stressful
and allowed the crews to concentrate on work and
not worry about keeping the road closed. Also, to
Judd Findlay, the photographer who captured the
pictures below. Thank you so much for allowing us to
use them. They will provide a useful training and
revision tool.
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Village Firefighter 14

Photos: Lee Harris & Scott Southwell

Ten Michelago members attended the VF14 training course at Cooma and Berridale on Saturday 15 and
Sunday 16 July, leaving Michelago each day at 7.30 am in the RFS commuter bus.
Trainers were Brent Wallis, Peter Butler,
Steve Knowles, Heath Hayes, Ben Winters,
Scott Southwell, Terry Myers, Matt Jacobs,
Toni-Lee Butters and Tim Ingram (L&D
Training Officer).
The content was demanding. Brent praised
the excellent performance of all participants,
who were from Berridale, Cooma, Michelago,
Nimmitabel and Smiths Road Brigades.

Michelago
members
attending were Lee Harris,
Abby McPherson, Dave
Ferris, Rob Green, Steve
Haines, Derek Giucci, Lauren
Wallis, Scott Teys, John
Taylor and Bronwyn
Gattringer.

Above: two crews doing the burning-MVA
exercise (Scott Southwell).
Top right: The crowd takes a break (Scott
Southwell).
Right: one of the competencies covered was
how to attack a shed fire by applying water
vapour to the top of the room to suppress the
hot gases (Lee Harris).

Day 1: Theory at Cooma; Day 2: Practical at Berridale.

District Doings
18/6: Cross-Border meeting with Burra and Jerrabomberra Brigades at Burra (Brent, Scott Southwell), to
discuss inter-brigade cooperation and chains of command when a fire crosses borders, as did the
Currandooley one in January 2017. This fire, fought by NSW and ACT brigades, burnt approximately
2,500 hectares.
24 & 25/6: Rural Fire Driver, Berridale (instructors: Peter, Brent, Adrian)
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2/7: Michelago monthly training, 11.00; MVAs
15 & 16/7: VF14, Day 1 Cooma & Day 2 Berridale
5 & 6/8: RFD & ORD (off-road driving)
6/8: Michelago monthly training; pumping
8/8: TAG meeting, Cooma (Brent, Peter, Dave F.)
11 & 12/8: Group Captains’ conference, Pambula (Brent)
18—20/8: GL (Group Leader) 14, Part 1 (Brent)
22—24/8: PBP (Prescribed Burn Plan) course (Brent)
25/8: Michelago Executive Committee meeting
3/9: Fathers Day weekend – no Michelago training
8—10/9: GL 14 Part 2 (Brent)
17/9: fundraiser BBQ at Bunnings. If you can help, please mark this in your diary
23/9: BFA (Bush Firefighter Assessment) day (assessors: Peter Butler, Brent Wallis; participants:
Matthew Kunkel, Lachlan Wallis)
30/9: RFS Get Ready Day at the Michelago Shop (organisers: Brent Wallis & Keith Howker)
7 /10: LGW (Lovegrass Workshop) at Colinton/Bredbo, organised by Brent Wallis, Graham Povey, Ken
Bowman, Tom Brown.
14/10: Cat 6 & 13 workshop day – prerequisite is HR Licence – if interested, contact Brent
The 2017—2018 Committee
Captain: Brent Wallis (0418 680 205) Senior Deputy Captain: Keith Howker (0406 887 435)
Deputy Captains: Derek Giucci, Alex Milovanovic, John Taylor, Scott Teys
Callout Officers: Bronwyn Gattringer, Abby McPherson
Catering Officers: Lauren Wallis, Kylie Kenyon, Samantha Tupper
RFSA Rep: Keith Howker Training Officers: Aldo Giucci, Peter Butler (0412 916 759), Rob Smith
Equipment Officers: Derek Giucci, Dave Ferris, Tim Haines
Engine Keepers: Steve Haines, Tim Haines
Welfare Officer (female): Bronwyn Gattringer Welfare Officer (male): Steve Haines
WHS Officer: Aldo Giucci
Permit Officers: Brent Wallis, Keith Howker, Derek Giucci
President: Abby McPherson Treasurer: Brien Hallett Vice President: Bronwyn Gattringer
Secretary: Leanne Pattison Active-member representative: Abby McPherson
Executive Committee Officers: Captain, Snr Deputy Captain, Deputy Captain 1, President, Treasurer, Secretary, Vice
President, Active-member representative
Auditor: Dave Bunston

Editor: Leanne Pattison 0407 110 946 / LPatt@internode.on.net

Disclaimer: views expressed or implied in this bulletin are not necessarily those of the MRFB Committee, wider Brigade
membership or the RFS.
Original articles and photographs: Copyright © authors and photographers and the Michelago Rural Fire Brigade.
Fire Cooma Monaro Fire Control (24 hrs) 1300 722 164 / 02 6455 0455 Emergency 000
FIRE INFO: www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/fire-information/fires-near-me or download the app Fires Near Me
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