~THE BRIGADE BULLETIN~
The occasional newsletter of the Michelago Rural Fire Brigade #37
19 May 2017
Find us on www.michelagoregion.org.au and
AGM; HR burn Shannons Flat; HR burn T-Tree Creek; New RFS member; April training; Asbestos awareness course 7 April;
More Asbestos Awareness workshops; Village Firefighter course; Fyshwick BBQ; Caravan rollover; Special thanks Kylie &
Sam; Executive highlights; AGM – absent nominees and absentee votes; Lenanes Creek Fire thanks; District doings.

Annual General Meeting 27 May 3.00 pm, Michelago Hall – $5 annual fee
All RFS members are urged to attend. Please come, and have a say in electing your
representatives. They determine the direction of our vital community organisation.
Cheer for Callout Officer Bronwyn gaining her 10-year long service medal!
All other supporters (non-RFS members) are very welcome – come along, have some
afternoon tea, and meet the volunteers who help protect the community.

Hazard reduction burn, Shannons Flat, 21—23 April

Photos: Keith Howker

Peter Luton, Deputy Group Captain and
Deputy Captain of Shannons Flat Brigade,
was IC for this burn. Cooma 9, Michelago 7A
(with Keith Howker and Lee Harris) and the
two Shannons Flat 9s participated.
Michelago worked the ridge line, Cooma the
side, and Shannons Flat did a protective
burn around a residence before working the
slope. The burn covered 250 hectares and
achieved a satisfactory result despite the
bush being damp. The fuel load was heavy –
approximately 15 tonnes per
hectare.
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Hazard reduction burn, Tea Tree Creek, 7—11 May
Michelago’s monthly training was suspended due to this HR burn.
Anembo, Bredbo, Colinton, Michelago and Smiths Road Brigades participated.
Brent Wallis, Deputy Group Captain and Captain of Michelago Brigade, was Incident Controller for the
burn of around 750 ha around Egans Road, Tinderry Road and to the east of Micalago Road.
State Mitigation crews worked with brigades on Monday 8 May, then Tuesday and Thursday to continue
forming a perimeter of containment lines.
Colinton and Michelago Brigades patrolled the burn area for two days afterwards. A helicopter made
incendiary drops on the following Thursday to burn inside the perimeter.
It had been scheduled for earlier in April but was delayed because of rain. It was then deferred from
Saturday 6 to 7 May, due to the forecast of high wind. The delays were frustrating for all involved, but
particularly for Brent, who was responsible for most of the liaison, paperwork and general organisation
necessary for a burn. He is currently writing the post-burn analysis report.
You can access information on HR burns close to you on http://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/fireinformation/hazard-reductions
There’ll be more photos of this HR burn in the next Brigade Bulletin.

Photo: Keith Howker

New RFS Member
Matthew Kunkel
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Training 2 April

Photos: L. Pattison

After a hectic fire season, eight members gathered for a relaxed BBQ lunch (thank you, Lauren) and to
chat before checking the trucks. The canvas hoses needed particular attention, all needing to be properly
rolled. The Asbestos Awareness training session in the Hall followed.

Left: Aldo Giucci
shows new RFS
and Michelago
member Matt
Kunkel how to
wind the hose.
Right: Rob Smith
helped coach
Matt, too.

Left: two of the youngest
Brigade supporters, Tom
and Sophie Wallis.

Right: Steve Haines
watches Di Phelan rescue
a tree seedling.

Asbestos awareness course at April 2 training

Images supplied by Peter Butler

This course is certified as a component of VF, CLS and CLV. Michelago members were joined by Sean
Sloane, Captain of Smiths Road Brigade.
Peter Butler presented an RFS video, with
accompanying commentary and discussion
among the attendees, about asbestos locations,
management of incidents involving asbestos,
effects of asbestos, establishing control zones,
decontamination and handover procedures, and
issues for firefighters.
There is no test for asbestos presence, but it’s
probably present in houses built before 1983 and
might be in those built 1982—2003.
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Some places asbestos is found are in walls, eaves, wet areas, pipe lagging, switchboards, fire doors, even
in fences, and is in the black, sticky material under old vinyl tiles.
The video included graphics showing how inhalation of the minute fibres in asbestos dust leads to
immune-cell death and scar tissue in the lungs, causing lung shrinkage and incapacity, chronic illness and
possible mesothelioma.
Structural fires have the main issue for firefighters, especially
when the structure breaks up. Pulling down a ceiling with
fire in it can expose firefighters to asbestos contamination.
The rule for older buildings and farm sheds is ‘Don’t go in!’
There should be four people to establish and run the control
zones at an asbestos incident: the IC, the supervisor to
establish the zones, and two assistants to direct and assist
contaminated personnel.

Control zones define the hot zone at the contamination
site, the surrounding warm zone (in which officials must
wear appropriate PPE), the ‘dirty’ path leading, opposite
to the wind direction, to a holding area for contaminated
personnel (i.e. everyone from the hot zone), the
decontamination area (where contaminated clothing is
removed and bagged and contaminated personnel hosed
down), and the clean area. The decontamination area
should be organised so that hose runoff flows back to the warm or
hot zone.
Post-incident protocols cover bagging of contaminated materials,
their handover to Fire Control and their transport.
Hard-surface equipment can be washed, but soft materials must
be disposed of. PPE can be washed down, bagged and sent to
approved cleaners
Trucks do not normally carry a decontamination kit (overalls,
disposable clothing, waste disposal bags etc), but Cooma has an
Asbestos Decontamination Kit and will get it to crews in the field
asap when required. If crew members suspect asbestos, they must pull back. If there’s contamination,
they must implement the AAW training.

Further Asbestos Awareness workshops
Cooma Training Officer Tim Ingram sent this notice: ‘Please pass on to your members that Asbestos
Awareness workshops are scheduled for the following dates. Please notify any of the Fire Control Centres
if you wish to attend. These workshops only go for around 2 hours and are highly recommended for
anyone wishing to attend VF courses. These courses are not listed on MYRFS.
Proposed dates – Michelago 7th May, Cooma 13th June, Colinton 20th June, Berridale 1st or 2nd
June date TBA.’ [The 7 May workshop was cancelled because of the Tea Tree Creek HR burn – Ed.]
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Village Firefighter course, Berridale, 7—8 April

Photos: Peter Butler

Congratulations to Michelago’s Kylie Kenyon and to the other 14 participants, all of whom braved a cold
and windy weekend to gain their VF certificate.
Tim Ingram ran the course, Peter Butler was assistant instructor and Brent Wallis safety instructor. Derek
Giucci and Ainsley Browne (Queanbeyan Brigade) attended as part of the safety crew on the Sunday.

Left: Tim Ingram
(at right) oversees
the equipment.

Right: Kylie, Brent
and Ainsley.

Brigade profile promoted at Fyshwick BBQ

Photo: Dave Ferris

Four Brigade volunteers, Kylie, Bronwyn, Derek and Scott,
showed off the Cat1 at a BBQ they ran on 25 March at Pride
Auto, Fyshwick, to support its Open Day attended by trade
representatives.
The proprietor (and Michelago member), Dave Ferris,
provided all the BBQ food. The Brigade received $135.40 in
donations.
In appreciation, Dave generously donated $500.00 to the
Brigade. Thank you, Dave!

Caravan rollover

Photo: Keith Howker

April 5, c. 5.30 pm, Monaro Highway, near Lenanes Creek: a caravan
was destroyed when it rolled.
The car remained stable. Its two occupants were shocked but unhurt.
Michelago attended to ensure the scene was fire-safe and turned off
leaking gas bottles.

Special thanks to Kylie Kenyon and Sam Tupper
for supplying food to firefighters at the Lenanes Creek fire.
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Executive highlights
These were the main topics discussed at the Executive Committee meeting on 7 April.
1. We now have a bain-marie (at the good price of $40.00, thanks to Abby’s canny shopping) to help
with catering
2. The AGM date (27 May) and organisation
3. The new, draft Constitution and Brigade Management Handbook for all NSW Brigades: this is very
detailed and still at the consultation stage, so the Executive will wait until notified of the final
version to review it in more detail
4. The RFS pays insurance for its members; the costs are higher for active members, so we must
keep accurate records of member categories
5. Negotiations continue about the new Shed
6. HR burns: Tea Tree Creek burn planned for end of April, but is dependent on weather; Brent
tabled a map showing all HR burns planned in the Monaro; it’s anticipated that areas where
communities would be impacted by wildfire will increase
7. Thank you to Dave Ferris for his generous donation of $500.00
8. Thank you to Kylie Kenyon and Samantha Tupper for supplying food at the Lenanes Creek fire
9. Firefighters should plan to be self-sufficient in food and water (though the trucks carry bottled
water) for the first 12 hours on the fireground; some food might be available but this can’t be
relied upon in rural areas
10. Treasurer Brien reported that available operating funds are $6,300.00
11. Next Bunnings BBQ is scheduled for Sunday 17 September (the Saturday was unavailable).

AGM – absent nominees and absentee votes (please email apologies to Secretary)
From the Constitution:
7.1.7

Nominations for the election of field and administrative officer
positions will be received at the meeting, either in writing or verbally,
and must be seconded. If the nominee is not present, he or she
must have agreed, in writing, to accept a nomination prior to the
meeting.

7.1.9

A member who is unable to attend the annual general meeting may
appoint another member to vote on his or her behalf by advising
the secretary or returning officer of the name of that other member
in writing before the meeting starts.
Creative Commons

Lenanes Creek fire – property owner thanks all volunteers
Michael Tietge, whose property at the top of Willows Road was protected by the RFS, recently wrote to
the NSW RFS Commissioner, Shane Fitzsimmons, of his gratitude. Part of his letter is reproduced below.
‘As discussed with Jim Hamilton some time ago we wish to express and put on record our thanks and
appreciation to Brent Wallis, a local NSW fire Captain active in and around Michelago 2620 NSW.
At and during a recent bushfire near Michelago and affecting our property Belvedere Estate, Brent Wallis
and his team of volunteers displayed fast response and professional execution during the firefighting
process. His clear thinking and good management prevented the fire front from getting away and
developing into a major disaster.’
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District Doings
28/2: the TAG meeting at Cooma went on despite the absence of Colinton, Michelago, Anembo and
Bredbo representatives, as they were attending the Lenanes Creek Fire. Peter Butler’s presentation of the
draft training booklet for approval was held over to the next meeting (11 April).
5/4: Post-season Group Captains’ and Captains’ meetings, Cooma
25—26/3: VF instructors’ course, Mogo. Of the 12 Monaro members there, 6 now have Assistant
Instructor certification, and 6 (including Michelago’s Brent Wallis and Peter Butler) are qualified
Instructors who can now instruct VF14 courses on the Monaro.
29/3: Bushfire Management Committee meeting, Cooma. The BMC is multi-agency and coordinates
communication and procedures. It meets pre- and post-season and at other times as required. This time,
it was run by the NSW RFS as the lead agency. Other agencies included ACT Fire & Rescue, councils
(especially for weed control), National Parks, police and ambulance. Brent was unable to take time off
work to be there because of attending the MVA on Monday, 27/3; Jim Darrant briefed him afterwards.
9—10/4: first day of VF training, Michelago, with Brent and Peter, newly qualified VF instructors.
7/5 until finished: Tea-Tree Creek HR burn
4/5: Group Captains meeting, Cooma (Brent Wallis). Brent reported that this was a productive meeting
focused on training, hazard reduction burns and proposed SFAZ (Strategic Fire Advantage Zones)
27/5: Michelago Brigade AGM, Michelago Community Hall
13/6: Asbestos Awareness workshop, Cooma. 20/6: Asbestos Awareness workshop, Colinton.
The 2016—2017 Committee
Captain: Brent Wallis (0418 680 205) Senior Deputy Captain: Keith Howker (0406 887 435)
Deputy Captains: Derek Giucci, Alex Milovanovic, John Taylor, Scott Teys
Callout Officers: Bronwyn Gattringer, Abby McPherson
Catering Officers: Lauren Wallis, Bronwyn Gattringer, Kylie Kenyon, Alex Milovanovic
RFSA Rep: Keith Howker Training Officers: Aldo Giucci, Peter Butler (0412 916 759)
Equipment Officers: Derek Giucci, Dave Ferris
Engine Keepers: Steve Haines, Tim Haines
WHS Officer (female): Bronwyn Gattringer WHS Officer (male): Steve Haines
Permit Officers: Brent Wallis, Keith Howker, Derek Giucci
President: David Gattringer Treasurer: Brien Hallett
Vice President: Abby McPherson Secretary: Leanne Pattison Active-member representative: Abby McPherson
Executive Committee Officers: Captain, Snr Deputy Captain, President, Secretary, Treasurer, Vice President,
Active-member representative
Auditor: Dave Bunston
Editor: Leanne Pattison 0407 110 946 / LPatt@internode.on.net
Disclaimer: views expressed or implied in this bulletin are not necessarily those of the MRFB Committee, wider Brigade
membership or the RFS.

Original articles and photographs: Copyright © authors and photographers and the Michelago Rural
Fire Brigade. Fire Cooma Monaro Fire Control (24 hrs) 1300 722 164 / 02 6455 0455 Emergency 000
FIRE INFO: www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/fire-information/fires-near-me or download the app Fires Near Me
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