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~THE BRIGADE BULLETIN~ 

NO FIRE PERMITS 

An occasional newsletter of the Michelago Rural Fire Brigade #35, 7 March 2017  

                    Find us on www.michelagoregion.org.au and 

Carwoola Fire; next training; Riverview Lane Fire; 5 February training; Callouts summary; Standbys; Cooma staffing changes; 

Lenanes Creek fire; District doings.  

Taliesin Road Carwoola Fire Photos: Keith Howker. See the Brigade’s Facebook page for a video taken from 

the Cat1 cabin. 

 

Friday 17 

February: The 

Monaro Strike 

Team Brigades 

were Anembo, 

Colinton, 

Jerangle, Smiths 

Road and 

Michelago. The 

fire burnt 3446 

hectares at 

Carwoola, near 

Queanbeyan.  

Above: Alex and Peter cool the venting bbq gas bottles in this shed. The house was saved, the only damage being to the 

verandah steps and posts. Top: from the Cat1. 

http://www.michelagoregion.org.au/
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=QanOc4elti2_UM&tbnid=fTKCrFX9aTbCVM:&ved=0CAgQjRw&url=https://www.facebook.com/&ei=wHg2VPj5Esy1uATk_ICABA&psig=AFQjCNFILxPpUd83yYwJgs5b47FtETFKCA&ust=1412942400429188
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Michelago 

members were 

Strike Team 

Leader Brent 

Wallis (in Cooma 

16Alpha), Keith 

Howker, Derek 

Giucci, Abby 

McPherson, Alex 

Milovanovic, Dave 

Ferris and Peter 

Butler.  

Brent and Derek 

went in the white 

Group Vehicle and 

the other five 

followed in the 

Cat1.  

They arrived at the fireground at 3.30 pm and worked the maximum 12-hour shift. 

Brent became a Sector Leader and had to rapidly form a command structure. He has high praise for the 

calm teamwork and excellent communications of the Michelago crew.  

Over 15 houses were saved in that sector, though about 7 houses were lost.  

Brent said the VLAT (Very Large Air Tanker) did ‘an amazing job’ protecting Hoskinstown.  

 

Above left: the Group Vehicle pauses near the fire front. Above right: The ACT Fire & Rescue CAFS (Compressed Air Foam 

System) truck fills up from a dam. Colinton 7C is on the fireground in the background. 

 

Next training: Sunday 2 April, 11.00 am 
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Riverview Lane Fire        Photos: Dave Ferris 

Monday, 20 February: Michelago was called at 12.47 pm to a grass fire in Riverview Lane, off Baroona 

Road. Ten trucks attended. Michelago 7A was there at 1.20 with two crew. Colinton and Bredbo had 

already been called out. Their trucks were Colinton 1, 7A, 7B and 7C and Bredbo 6, 9A and 9B. Michelago 

7B and 1 arrived at 1.40 with four more members who had had to come from work in Canberra.  

After the fire: John Taylor and Anna Bunston (above) and Daniel Perrin (below) clean up smouldering logs. Bredbo’s Ken 

Bowerman did excellent excavator work to cut them open so they could be hosed. The fire burnt approximately 15 hectares. 
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6 February training – updates, HR burns, activities, other issues Photos: Leanne Pattison 

The Michelago School P&C had borrowed the Brigade’s BBQ trailer for a 

fundraiser, so the 13 members at training enjoyed a delicious alternative 

– freshly cooked chicken, mayo and salad. Thanks, Abby and Kylie. 

There was a solid session of news and discussion before taking the Cat1 

and 7B to the oval for one of the Advanced Firefighter tasks as a 

training session. News and discussion largely concerned district training, 

then Brent outlined HR plans.  

Training information and discussion topics included:  

 Monaro Learning & Development Officer Tim 

Ingram now requires all who nominated for 

2017 courses to re-nominate on the MyRFS site, 

though previous news was that those who’d 

nominated last year would be rolled over. 

 Brent and the field officers have to endorse 

the selection of members for courses. 

 Village Firefighter course is on again (after 

being cancelled late last year), as there are now 

sufficient instructors available. In April, two 

days at Berridale; in July, Day 1 at Cooma and 

Day 2 at Berridale. 

 The new name on MyRFS for Village Firefighter, Village Structure Grasslands (VSG), was causing 

some confusion. Now the name is back to Village Firefighter. Peter has emailed members to go to 

Mainstream Qualifications on MyRFS and look for VF14. Call Tim on 6459 5100 if you have 

difficulty finding it. 

 Crew Leader Village (CLV): VF is a prerequisite. If you already have VF and Crew Leader Wildfire 

(CLW), you have to do only the final assessment for CLV to gain that qualification. 

 Transport to Cooma and Berridale courses can be by white vehicle or the bus – no need to drive 

yourself. 

 Peter will email the new 2017 spreadsheet with courses and members as soon as it’s available. 

 Our training exercises are covering many components of BF and VF. 

 First Aid: no courses are anticipated in Cooma. If we were to run a course in Michelago (min. 5, 

max. 12), the Brigade would have to pay for it, the cost needing Executive Committee approval.   

 Rural Fire Driver: there are options for RFD – (a) Cat7s and Cat9s only, (b) Cat6, which has full fire-

fighting capacity, (c) Cat13 – but you’ll need to enquire  

 RFD competency booklet: see District Doings 

 Brent noted that some of our progression planning has been on hold because of the delay with VF 

courses. 

 Choosing courses for career progression: Brent suggests that after VF, members should start 

looking for specialisation. First, our needs are specific, i.e. ‘Village’, whereas Anembo, for example 

is ‘Rural’. Older members might look to the Support Unit categories, younger and fitter ones to 

courses leading to RAFT. Ask for advice.  

 The training officers invite suggestions about training times, frequency and content.   
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Hazard Reduction burns: 

 A map of an HR burn (mid-April or May) of 782 hectares south of Tinderry Road was circulated. 

Surrounding Brigades will participate. Landholders have consented. A containment line will be 

established, incendiaries applied and the area patrolled. There’ll be several 

ignition plans dependent on the weather. There’ll be multiple shifts.           

 A couple of preventative burns off trails with Anembo Brigade are planned 

for this year. 

 Process of planning burns: Brent consults local Captains about areas of 

concern. Areas are assessed and colour-coded according to fuel loading 

and other risks.  Right: Scott studies the map of the HR burn. 

  

Other topics: 

 Hydration: the Deputy Captain 1, Derek, reminded everyone to drink water 

before reaching the fireground. Each crew member is vital; exhaustion of 

just one through dehydration affects the effectiveness of the whole team. Dehydration symptoms 

include extreme thirst, dizziness, headache, lack of perspiration, dry mouth, confusion, irritability, 

intensely coloured urine. 

 Peeing & privacy: there was some concern about women’s toilet needs on the fireground. The 

suggestion that they drink less water than men do ignores hydration needs (see above). The 

solution is attitude change and, if possible, a handy truck to pee behind – for both genders.  

The training exercise 

 

Left: Brent’s skeleton 

Comms Plan. The outline 

suffices for the moment. 

Right: Aldo and Peter 

check the Cat1 pump. 

Below: the diagram from 

the AF training booklet 

shows the exercise.                                                                          

 

This training task is also part of the 

demanding ACT Field Day competition, 

when it has a time limit of 20 minutes: 

one training team here completed it in 

12 minutes, the other in 17. It was the 

first time these particular members 

had combined their skills for this. If 

the dam (aka the wheelie bin) hadn’t 

sprung an enormous leak, they’d have 

done it in less.  
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Team Charlie checks coordinates.       Dave Bunston reads temperature, wind and humidity.      

With Peter 

Butler and Scott 

Teys as crew 

leaders, Team 

Alpha and 

Team Charlie 

checked 

coordinates 

with map and 

GPS, took 

weather readings (wind direction and speed, temperature, 

humidity), readied their hoses and portable pumps and, 

leaving one member as operator on the truck’s pump, ran to 

the wheelie bin to fill it with water from the truck. (The bin 

simulated a dam, tank, creek or portable water source.) 

They connected the portable pump to the water resource so the 

person who’d run the canvas hose to the fire/witch’s hat on the 

edge of the oval could bravely douse the flames.  

The Michelago team at the 2013 ACT Field Day did this AF exercise 

in a record-breaking seven minutes.  

 Left: Team Alpha ready to go. 

 

Below: the pump is primed and connected. 

Right: Aldo gives the 

signal to stop 

pumping, as the ‘fire’ 

is out. 

 

 

  

Then it’s time to re-wind, re-store and tidy the trucks …  
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… then strip off in the 34-

degree heat, re-water the 

trucks and debrief in the 

shed. 

 

 

 

 

Callouts summary 

Wednesday, 1 February, near Ryrie Hill Road, 4.00 pm: a call to assist ambulance staff 

with some heavy lifting after a person suffered a heart attack. Michelago volunteers left at 7.00. 

Friday, 17 February, Carwoola Fire, 3446 ha.  

Monday, 20 February, Riverview Lane Fire. 

28 February, Lenane’s Creek Fire (see p. 8). 

Standbys  

Monday, 30 January, the Shed, 11.30—4.00. Keith, 

John Taylor and Aldo. At 1.00, the temperature was 

36˚, humidity 26% and the wind was gusting up to 

25 k/h. 

Saturday, 11 February, the Shed, 10.00—5.00. At 

12.30, the temperature was 37˚, the wind NW 

gusting 15—35 k/h, the humidity 44% and dropping. 

At 1.40, the temperature was 40˚.  

Above right: Acting Captain Keith, Bronwyn, Derek, Peter, Barney, Aldo, Dave, Kylie and Rob Smith, 11/2.  

Staffing changes at Fire Control 

Jim Darrant has advised these changes to District Staffing: 

1. Ailish Germain, former Community Safety Officer, has been appointed to Region South as a Fire 

Behaviour Analyst. She will periodically operate from the Cooma Fire Control Centre in this new 

role and will continue to be available to support District Operations as required 

2. Rein Peet has been appointed to the vacant Community Safety Officer role 

3. Scott Southwell has been appointed to the vacant District Services Officer (Cooma) role for 6 

months following Rein’s appointment. Scott is now the first point of call for officers in the Cooma 

Monaro Division. Scott can be contacted at Cooma Fire Control Centre on 6455 0455 or 0417 485 

509. 
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Lenane’s Creek Fire – 28 February 

A Monaro Team Facebook report: ‘After a great response from our north division brigades, the fire at 

Michelago was contained at 8.53 last night [28 Feb]. There were 15 tankers and 35+ volunteers working 

on this fire which at one stage threatened two homes on Willow Rd and one nearer the highway. RFS 

units were immediately dispatched by the IC for property protection at these homes. Crews continued to 

black out until late in the night and returned early this morning to damp down all the hot spots. The 

cause of the fire is unknown at this stage and is being investigated today. A big pat on the back to all the 

volunteers for a fast response which put them in a position to bring this fire under control and possibly 

save the houses that were in the line of this fire.’ Photos and fuller report in the next Brigade Bulletin. 

District Doings 

1. 23/2: MRCA AGM, Michelago Hall. Elections, review, future community projects including Brigade 

participation in planned Spring Fair 

2. 25/2: CCCDE17 (Command Control Communication Deployment Exercise 2017) at Smiths Road. 

Lake George Brigades, the Support Team and ACT Fire & Rescue. Michelago’s Brent Wallis as IC. 

This was a scenario-based exercise for fires starting in the ACT and spreading to NSW. A future 

exercise will do the same for fires starting in Burra 

3.  28/2: TAG meeting, Cooma (Brent, Peter, Aldo, Dave Ferris). Peter’s draft of the RFD competency 

booklet will be discussed. When it’s completed, endorsed and issued, keep it filled and signed any 

time you use the RFD component skills on a callout, like driving a truck or using a chainsaw.  

4. 4 & 5/3: X-Cut Chainsaw TFT currency maintenance/practice 

5. 4/3: Prescribed Burn Plan Supervisor workshop, Cooma (Brent and Keith) 

6. 18 & 19/3: Live Fire workshop (instructors only) 

7. NAVEX and ACT Field Day: no dates yet. 

8. Spring Fair, possibly early November: the MRCA’s planned reincarnation of the May Fair. The new 

intent is to split any profits equally between participating community groups. Michelago Brigade’s 

main jobs will to erect the big marquee and fencing and to run the usual BBQ. 

The 2016—2017 Committee 

Captain: Brent Wallis (0418 680 205) Senior Deputy Captain: Keith Howker (0406 887 435) 

Deputy Captains: Derek Giucci, Alex Milovanovic, John Taylor, Scott Teys 

Callout Officers: Bronwyn Gattringer, Abby McPherson  

Catering Officers: Lauren Wallis, Bronwyn Gattringer, Kylie Kenyon, Alex Milovanovic  

RFSA Rep: Keith Howker Training Officers: Aldo Giucci, Peter Butler (0412 916 759) 

Equipment Officers: Derek Giucci, Dave Ferris 

Engine Keepers: Steve Haines, Tim Haines 

WHS Officer (female): Bronwyn Gattringer WHS Officer (male): Steve Haines 

Permit Officers: Brent Wallis, Keith Howker, Derek Giucci 

President: David Gattringer Treasurer: Brien Hallett                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Vice President: Abby McPherson Secretary: Leanne Pattison Active-member representative: Abby McPherson  

Executive Committee Officers: Captain, Snr Deputy Captain, President, Secretary, Treasurer, Vice President, Active-member 
representative  

Auditor: Dave Bunston                                                                                                                                                              

Editor: Leanne Pattison 0407 110 946  /  LPatt@internode.on.net                                                                                                             

Disclaimer: views expressed or implied in this bulletin are not necessarily those of the MRFB Committee, wider Brigade membership or the 

RFS. Original articles and photographs: Copyright © authors and photographers and the Michelago Rural 

Fire Brigade.  Fire Cooma Monaro Fire Control (24 hrs) 1300 722 164 / 02 6455 0455 Emergency 000                                                                          

FIRE INFO: www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/fire-information/fires-near-me or download the app Fires Near Me 

mailto:LPatt@internode.on.net
http://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/fire-information/fires-near-me

