~THE BRIGADE BULLETIN~
NO FIRE PERMITS –

P.5

An occasional newsletter of the Michelago Rural Fire Brigade #34, 24 Jan 2017
Find us on www.michelagoregion.org.au and
Three callouts & three standbys; Christmas party; No fire permits; RFSA support; RFSA donates to Currandooley
firefighters; Shed news; Monaro training calendar 2017; District doings; 5 Feb training; Never underestimate grass fires.

Boro Road Fire – 13 & 14 December

Photos: Keith Howker

Late afternoon on 13 December, a Monaro strike team was organised for a bushfire in Lower Boro
Road, approximately between Bungendore and Tarago. The Lake George zone brigades had done their
best to contain it, but extra resources were needed. The fire burned nearly 500 hectares.
Members of Bredbo (1 Cat7), Colinton (2 Cat7s), Cooma (1 Cat7) and Michelago (1 Cat7) formed the
strike team. Smiths Road Brigade was in reserve.
At 9.12 pm, the fire was posted as ‘under control’ but at 4.00 am, when the crews were starting
home, some over-spotting changed the situation and they were called back.
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Crews worked through the night and morning over a large area. Lake George Zone provided food.

Carter Road Fire – 6 January

Photos: Keith Howker
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Michelago and Smiths
Road Brigades cleaned up
this 6 ha fire (cause
unclear) west of the
Murrumbidgee.
Brent Wallis expressed
admiration for the rapid
response, positive attitude
and exemplary teamwork
of the two brigades.
Michelago has also had
members on Station
standby twice in recent
high fire danger times, as
well as for the Caloola fire
1 km past the ACT border.
This started 22/1, 4 pm,
had a NW wind, and was
out by 12 pm, dealt with by
the ACT Brigade.

Currandooley Fire 17—19 January

Photos: Keith Howker

A Monaro strike team from five brigades, each contributing one truck, helped fight this fire in the
Tarago area, NE of Lake George. Those in the team were Bredbo 7, Colinton 7C, Cooma 1, Michelago
7B and Shannons Flat 7. Michelago members were Keith Howker, Alex Milovanovic and Dave Ferris.
Below: Michelago members gather at the Station. They arrived at Bungendore at 7 pm 18/1, then drove to

the staging area and worked a 12-hour shift, leaving the
fireground at 5 am on Thursday to have a cooked
breakfast courtesy of Bungendore Brigade at their Station.
Two more Michelago strike teams, Bravo and Charlie,
were on standby for Thursday and Friday, but were not
needed. An easterly weather change helped.
The Currandooley fire burnt out 3,387 hectares.
Below left: the staging area on the corner of the Kings Highway and Goulburn Road. Below: the Michelago team on the
way to the staging area.
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Michelago on
the
Currandooley
fireground.

2016 Christmas Party BBQ

Photos: Abby McPherson & Bronwyn Gattringer

Santa arrived in his Cat1
sleigh and the country
rock band The Urban
Drovers provided a
relaxed atmosphere
of family fun for
Brigade members
and supporters at
the Michelago Oval
on 3 December.
Thank you for
donations from
Brigade members
and the generous
sponsorship of
Independent Building
Solutions (Paul
Kennedy) and DCG
Electrical (Derek
Giucci). These paid for
the band, with only a
small amount added
from Brigade funds.
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No Fire Permits
A reminder: Brent Wallis, Michelago Captain and Monaro Deputy Group Captain, emailed the
following information to Brigade members and supporters on 13 December.
All fire permits already granted are cancelled from now. No new fire permits will be issued from now
until the end of the current fire season.
These conditions will operate without exception in the Michelago area unless and until you are notified
otherwise. If you happen to see a fire, you will know that it has not been authorised, so please report it
to Fire Control on 000.

Support for the RFSA
In early December, there was some unfortunate
misinformation and consequent adverse media
coverage about the management of Rural Fire Service Association funds.
RFSA President Ken Middleton addressed the issues in a letter to all Directors, State Council
Chairpersons, Delegates and Division Secretaries. The Monaro RFSA Secretary, Jeremy Mears
(Colinton Brigade), forwarded it to Monaro Brigades. The Michelago Secretary then emailed it to
Michelago members and supporters. The President’s letter refuted all allegations in detail – only a
central paragraph is reproduced here:
‘I confirm to you the RFSA is independently audited on an annual basis and that the RFSA
annual accounts are lodged with the Australian Charities and Not-For Profits Commission and
NSW Fair Trading. Our reports are available to all through these agencies. We comply with all
laws and regulations including legislation laid out by the Office of Liquor, Gaming and Racing,
the Australian Taxation Office and the NSW Office of State Revenue.’
Michelago’s RFSA representative and Senior Deputy Captain, Keith Howker, sent a letter of support
on 6 December to Jeremy, asking him to table it at the next RFSA meeting. This letter was also
forwarded to Michelago members and supporters. The main body of it is reproduced here:
I am writing on behalf of the Michelago Rural Fire Brigade to express the Brigade’s deep
appreciation of the work done by the Rural Fire Service Association.
We all know that the RFSA consistently supports firefighters across the state with community
services, family days and forums, and with advice, valuable equipment and grants. It is an
essential part of the cooperative network of the whole RFS.
As well, Michelago Brigade has benefited enormously from generous RFSA grants: we have
equipment that makes our work easier and that we would not have otherwise been able to
afford.
Please be assured of the Michelago Brigade’s continued strong support of the RFSA’S valuable
work.

New Shed
There is no definite progress to report, but Rob Stapleton has been appointed by Monaro RFS as
Project Manager for new sheds …
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TO THE RFSA for donating extra shirts and hats to all the hard-working firefighters
on the Currandooley fireground. They were much appreciated.

2017 Training Calendar
This was issued in December, when Training Officer Peter Butler forwarded it to all active members. If
you would like it forwarded again or need further information, please ring Peter on 0412 916 759 or
email him: peterbutler3@bigpond.com
If you want to reserve a place on any courses, but have not yet contacted Peter, please do so asap.

District doings – What’s happening here and around the district?
1.
2.
3.
4.

31/1: MRCA meeting, 7 pm Hall, with other community groups re Mayfair (Brent, Leanne)
28/2: TAG meeting, Cooma. (Brent, Peter, Aldo, Dave Ferris)
4 & 5/3: X-Cut Chainsaw TFT currency maintenance/practice
18 & 19/3: Live Fire workshop (instructors only).

TRAINING 5 FEBRUARY 11 am

To get ready, check the four simple steps on www.MyFirePlan.com.au
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NSW RFS December 2016 e-News, Issue 49 enews@rfs.nsw.gov.au

The following item was selected from the NSW RFS December e-News.

Never underestimate a grass fire
With an increased risk of grass fires this season, we’re getting the message out to the community that you
should never underestimate a grass fire.
A number of new initiatives have been developed and will be rolled out:








A new dedicated grass fire page on the NSW RFS website, providing the latest preparation advice
Social media resources including pre-prepared images and posts which you can use locally
Updated local media release templates, which can be adapted to conditions in your area
Pre-prepared content for local newspapers and publications including imagery
Grass fire specific signage for use in high risk areas
Action card: for use in community engagement events and activities
Additional Bush Fire Fact videos on topics including Grass Fires and Hay Fires, which will be available in
coming weeks.
Changed any of your contact details?
Phone: for callouts, please tell Bronwyn: 0407 943 245 / bronnygatts@bigpond.com.au
Phone, email and/or address changes: please tell Leanne: LPatt@internode.on.net

The 2016—2017 Committee
Captain: Brent Wallis (0418 680 205) Senior Deputy Captain: Keith Howker (0406 887 435)
Deputy Captains: Derek Giucci, Alex Milovanovic, John Taylor, Scott Teys
Callout Officers: Bronwyn Gattringer, Abby McPherson
Catering Officers: Lauren Wallis, Bronwyn Gattringer, Kylie Kenyon, Alex Milovanovic
RFSA Rep: Keith Howker Training Officers: Aldo Giucci, Peter Butler (0412 916 759)
Equipment Officers: Derek Giucci, Dave Ferris
Engine Keepers: Steve Haines, Tim Haines
WHS Officer (female): Bronwyn Gattringer WHS Officer (male): Steve Haines
Permit Officers: Brent Wallis, Keith Howker, Derek Giucci
President: David Gattringer Treasurer: Brien Hallett
Vice President: Abby McPherson Secretary: Leanne Pattison Active-member representative: Abby McPherson
Executive Committee Officers: Captain, Snr Deputy Captain, President, Secretary, Treasurer, Vice President, Active-member
representative
Auditor: Dave Bunston
Editor: Leanne Pattison 0407 110 946 / LPatt@internode.on.net
Disclaimer: views expressed or implied in this bulletin are not necessarily those of the MRFB Committee, wider Brigade membership or
the RFS.

Original articles and photographs: Copyright © authors and photographers
and the Michelago Rural Fire Brigade
Fire Cooma Monaro Fire Control (24 hrs) 1300 722 164 / 02 6455 0455 Emergency 000

FIRE INFO: www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/fire-information/fires-near-me or download the app Fires Near Me
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