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  ~THE BRIGADE BULLETIN~ 
                   No. 28, 18 May, 2016 

An occasional newsletter from the Michelago Rural Fire Brigade 

                            Find us on www.michelagoregion.org.au and 

Council amalgamation and the RFS; AGM 21 May; Iron Ore Fire; May Fair BBQ; callouts; Group and Deputy Group Captain 

elections; Support Unit; June 6 training;  RFS eNews; New Shed news. 

Council amalgamation: the LGAs (Local Government Areas) of Cooma Monaro, Snowy River and Bombala 

have combined to become ‘Snowy River Regional Council’. For the RFS, there will be no operational changes 

for the Monaro Team. 

Michelago’s Annual General Meeting – 21 May at 5 pm in the Hall 

Please come and help elect the Brigade’s field and administration officers 

for 2016—17. They’d really appreciate your support. Hear and give news 

and views. Meet and greet. Celebrate Duncan McNeill’s 10-year service 

award. Also, we need a quorum! 

For more information, see the previous Brigade Bulletin via the Michelago 

Brigade link on www.michelagoregion.org.au  

Karen Sandhu – Wikipedia Creative Commons 

Iron Ore Fire – 7 May        Photos: Keith Howker 

 

Thirty hectares were burnt in a medium-intensity, running grassfire in mainly tussock and serrated tussock 

grass, with some lovegrass, starting below the quarry in Micalago Road. The terrain was difficult for the trucks, 

http://www.michelagoregion.org.au/
http://www.michelagoregion.org.au/
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=QanOc4elti2_UM&tbnid=fTKCrFX9aTbCVM:&ved=0CAgQjRw&url=https://www.facebook.com/&ei=wHg2VPj5Esy1uATk_ICABA&psig=AFQjCNFILxPpUd83yYwJgs5b47FtETFKCA&ust=1412942400429188
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especially uphill. One had to prise a rock out of a tyre. When the wind rose, 

there was concern for a full hayshed on the other side of the hill, but the 

fire was controlled then extinguished by Michelago, Colinton, Anembo and 

Bredbo brigades (see Callouts). It’s unsure how the fire started.  

 

↑On the highway before the Micalago Road turnoff    

           Bredbo 6 tanker  →                 

       Looking towards the Monaro Highway → 
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May Fair fundraising bbq – Sunday, 1 May   Photos: Leanne Pattison & Keith Howker 

The Catering Crew and many helpers made a huge 

effort for the bbq’s success, but the weather was not so 

helpful. The sun arrived after the morning’s downpour, 

but the wind gusts were unpleasant and, for the 

Brigade’s marquees, destructive. There were reportedly 

only about 200 cars parked, compared with about 800 

on last year’s fine day. The musicians and some 

stallholders did not come. It was a shame for all who 

had worked so hard—the MRCA and stallholders, as 

well as the Brigade. All the same, spirits were good and 

those present enjoyed themselves. 

 

The afternoon before, many hands cleaned up the trucks for an impressive display on the oval the next day.               

 

         Then they set up the extensive, well-organised bbq site on the side of the oval. 

The girls got their marquee up more quickly than the boys did theirs. The Catering Crew worked out their prices and wrote menus. 
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         Bronwyn’s order slips were designed for efficient service. Mitchell moved the bins. It was a beautiful autumn evening. 

The next day was not so beautiful, though the early rain cleared. The marquee struts and covers were tied, but the wind 

eventually tore and broke them. Two marquees had to be thrown away. The tireless cooks just kept cooking. 

 Customers kept coming for the hamburgers and spuds, as word spread how good they were. Mike Moritz served drinks all day. 

 

The Dalek pizza ovens kept the pre-cooked spuds hot. Visiting parents and children loved the trucks. 
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Right: Heather Jauncey, Captain of 

the Support Unit, helped Jayden and 

other visitors to the bus to make 

radio contact with Keith outside the 

bus (left) and to use the codes ‘Over’, 

‘Roger’ and ‘Clear’ correctly . 

 

 

 

 

Some of the Support Unit Team who brought the OC2V Bus 

and showed visitors some of the RFS plans and resources: 

Brendan Diacono (at rear), SU Training Officer (Berridale 

Brigade) 

 James Sullivan, SU Deputy Captain (Numeralla Brigade) 

 Jayne Edmead, SU Member (Shannons Flat Brigade). 

 

At last year’s May Fair, the bbq ran out of food by 1.30. This year, due to the weather-affected attendance, 

there was food left over. Some meat was frozen for the next bbq and other food bought by Brigade members.  

The profit was just under $200.00. Still, every other fundraising event has been much more profitable and 

we’ve been fortunate with the weather every other May Fair.  

The day was a testament to the goodwill, persistence and team work of the Brigade.  
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There was a steady flow of customers, but at last Lauren & Abby had a well-earned coffee break. 

 

 Callouts 

7 May, about 2 pm, Micalago Road. Grass fire below and next to the quarry. Attended: Michelago Cat1 (4 

crew), 7A and 7B (3 crew each), Colinton 7A (3 crew) and 7B (2 crew), Anembo 7A (2 crew) and Bredbo Cat6 (1 

crew).     

Monaro 2016 Group Captain and Deputy Group Captain elections 

The results were announced by Chris Allen, District Services Coordinator, on 2 May. 

The Group Captains for 2016—2019 are Ross Sherlock (Cooma Brigade), Will Goggin (Bredbo Brigade), 

Warren Schofield (Peak View Brigade) and Richard Blyton (Nimmitabel Brigade). 

The Deputy Group Captains are Peter Luton (Shannons Flat Brigade) and Brent Wallis (Michelago Brigade). 

Congratulations to all and especially to Michelago’s Captain Brent! 

Cooma-Monaro Support Unit – volunteers supporting firefighters 

Would you like to help? You’ll need BF/BFS (training provided). Other skills development is provided, too.  

There’s scope for all talents in these roles: 

1. Cooma Fire Control Centre: phone operators, public liaison assistants (phone and Facebook), radio 

operators/pagers, loggers, disposition board assistants, computer entry assistants, runners, and 

people in management support, logistics, and general administrative areas 

2. On the fireground: transport staging area coordinators, field assistants (scribes), and people in catering 

and logistics areas 

3. Community engagement: fairs, shows, public meetings, personal visits. 

Contact Cooma FCC 6455 0455 or Captain Heather Jauncey 6454 4305 / support@monarorfs.org.au  

 

Next Training – Sunday, 5 June  

mailto:support@monarorfs.org.au
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The following selections and images were copied from items in the NSW RFS March e-News. The full articles 

can be viewed on the site. Other topics include: Brigade Constitution update; Celebrating our members, young 

and old; Region North Exercise; EOI open for 2016 AFAC Conference; Less than five weeks to #ACEFA; Training 

local rangers; new issue of the Bush Fire Bulletin; Change your smoke alarm. 

NSW RFS April 2016 e-News, Issue 42 enews@rfs.nsw.gov.au 

1. Code of Conduct workshops 

In the first of a series of pilot programs, members from Region South participated in 
a workshop on Code of Conduct and Ethics. 
 
In March, the Professional Standards Unit hosted an interactive workshop for senior volunteers on the 
NSW RFS Code of Conduct and Ethics. 
 
Attendees included Region South Manager Ken Hall and District Managers Peter Alley and John Cullen 
who assisted with the facilitation, along with Director Professional Standards Unit, Helen Colbey. 
 
The workshop, developed and conducted by Donna Dimmock, Project Officer Education Professional 
Standards Unit, saw members participate in robust discussions and group activities designed to 
increase the awareness, obligations and expected behaviours under the NSW RFS Code of Conduct and 
Ethics. 
 
Ken Hall remarked that feedback from participants was very positive. Overall, participants commented 

that their attendance at the workshop gave them a greater 
awareness of the Code and its practical application at brigade 
level. 
 
The next pilot workshops will be held in Region North and 
East in June and Region West in July. 
 
For more information about the program, contact the 
Professional Standards team. 
  

Ken Hall Region Manager South (left), John Cullen District Manager Far South Coast (right) and Region South volunteers 

enjoy an interactive lesson led by the Professional Standards Unit. 

 
2. Next generation online services 

The NSW RFS is looking for your ideas on the next generation of online services 

that will make it easier to do your role and manage your brigade. 

 

We are looking at the possibility of creating a members website bringing 

together tools such as those available on MyRFS and the staff intranet.  

 

We want to capture the views of our members on a possible members’ website, and come up with a 

prioritised list of tools. 

mailto:enews@rfs.nsw.gov.au
mailto:professional.standards@rfs.nsw.gov.au?subject=eBulletin%20%3E%20Code%20of%20Conduct%20workshops
mailto:professional.standards@rfs.nsw.gov.au?subject=eBulletin%20%3E%20Code%20of%20Conduct%20workshops
http://rfs.e-newsletter.com.au/link/id/zzzz56174d6fe1a7d839Pzzzz55418d01b76d7629/page.html
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These may be easier access to information while in the field, better brigade management tools, or 

improved training tools.  

 

A survey will be sent out shortly to all members, and sessions will be held in each of the regions and at 

Headquarters to work through current tasks and work out what’s needed for the future. 

 

This is your chance to have your say and play a role in building a better online system for 

members. We encourage all members to have your say (and contribute to the survey). 

 

If you have any questions about this project, contact the Online team.  

New Shed news 

The DA is ‘before Council’, with the Heritage people’s requirements. If Council approves 

these (which could take a few more weeks), the pie is no longer in the sky. FC’s Langdon 

Gould is confident of this progress, so he’s started a PID (Project Initiation Document) 

and organised a team of stakeholders from FC and Council, which also includes    Mike Licht, NotionsCapital.com 

Michelago’s Captain and Snr Deputy Captain. His projected building start date is 1 August. We await final 

confirmation.          

Lighting a fire out of fire season? You need to notify Fire Control, neighbours and the Brigade captain. 

   

The 2015—2016 Committee 

Captain: Brent Wallis (0418 680 205) Senior Deputy Captain: Keith Howker (0406 887 435) 

Deputy Captains: Derek Giucci, Duncan McNeill, James Byrne, Alex Milovanovic 

Callout Officers: Bronwyn Gattringer, Abby McPherson  

Catering Officers: Lauren Wallis, Abby McPherson, Bronwyn Gattringer, Alex Milovanovic  

RFSA Rep: William Stone Training Officers: Aldo Giucci, Peter Butler (0412 916 759) 

Equipment Officers: Derek Giucci, William Stone, Tim Haines 

Engine Keepers: Steve Haines, Tim Haines 

Safety Officer (female): Bronwyn Gattringer Safety Officer (male): Steve Haines 

Permit Officer: Brent Wallis 

President: David Gattringer Treasurer: Brien Hallett                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Vice President: Duncan McNeill Secretary: Leanne Pattison Active-member representative: Abby McPherson  

Executive Committee Officers: Captain, Snr Deputy Captain, President, Secretary, Treasurer, Vice President, Active-member representative  

Auditor: Dave Bunston                                                                                                                                                              

Editor: Leanne Pattison 0407 110 946  /  LPatt@internode.on.net                                                                                                             

Disclaimer: views expressed or implied in this bulletin are not necessarily those of the MRFB Committee, wider Brigade membership or the RFS.  

Original articles and photographs: Copyright © authors and photographers and the Michelago Rural Fire Brigade 

 

Fire Cooma Monaro Fire Control (24 hrs) 1300 722 164 / 02 6455 0455   Emergency 000                                                                          
FIRE INFO: www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/fire-information/fires-near-me or download the app Fires Near Me 

Changed any of your contact details? 

If you’re on a callout list, please tell Bronwyn: 0407 943 245 / bronnygatts@bigpond.com.au 

Please also tell the secretary of phone, email or address changes:  LPatt@internode.on.net 

 

mailto:online@rfs.nsw.gov.au?subject=eBulletin%20%3E%20Next%20gen%20online%20services
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