~THE BRIGADE BULLETIN~
No. 25, 22 December, 2015

An occasional newsletter from the Michelago Rural Fire Brigade
Find us on www.michelagoregion.org.au and
FIRE SEASON STARTED 1 OCTOBER. ALL FIRES ON NON-TOTAL BAN DAYS NEED A PERMIT.
FIRE INFO: www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/fire-information/fires-near-me or download the app Fires Near Me
Mt Clear Fire; other callouts; the VLAT; yellow shirts stocktake; catering crew appeal; C-M Support Unit; Brigade Santa;
Congrats, Dave Ferris; NSW RFS enews, training, VFFA magazine.

Callouts
Mt Clear Fire
From a lightning-strike start in Namadgi
National Park, near Bredbo, this fire spread
from two hectares on Wednesday 16
December to 22 hectares on Thursday 17th
and 44 hectares by the next morning. By
Sunday morning, 20/12, it was ‘under
control’.
The fire was in difficult terrain and weather
conditions were hot and dry, with low
humidity and varying winds, so the
response was intensive.
According to the RFS website, thirty-five
firefighters, and 12 helicopters and fixed
wing aircraft had been deployed by Friday.
Among the aircraft sent to the fire was
Thor, the Large Air Tanker, a C130 Hercules
with a 14,000 litre capacity for fire
retardant or water.
ACT Fire Service was the responsible
agency. The Monaro Strike Team included
firefighters from Adaminaby, Colinton,
Cooma, Michelago, Shannons Flat and
Smiths Road.
Michelago Captain Brent Wallis was
appointed as Div. Com./Strike Team Leader
for the Monaro Strike Team in the area.
Included in his resources were two Cat9s,
four Cat7s and a Cat1.
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Michelago’s Senior Deputy Captain Keith
Howker became Acting Captain. Derek
Giucci, Deputy Captain 1, became Acting
Senior Deputy Captain.
Heavy equipment cleared trails for the
trucks.
This was a low-intensity fire that spread
quickly through undergrowth. This
undergrowth was not as thick as it might
have been without the still-evident
damage of the 2003 fire.
NSW RFS firefighters were stood down
mid-afternoon Saturday, 19/12.

Photos of Mt Clear Fire area: Keith Howker

28 November. House fire, Clearview Road: Michelago isolated the
gas and electricity, cooled the fire and vented the smoke out (these
strategies were demonstrated and practised earlier this year at the
April training with Royalla Brigade’s smokehouse—see photo at left
and BB #16).
As this was a structural fire, Brent had called Queanbeyan Brigade
for Breathing Apparatus support and received Cooma praise for a
responsible handover.
The Cat1 and Cat7A attended with crews of four and three
respectively. The householder had made a good attempt to quell
the fire with a domestic fire extinguisher. Photo: L.Pattison
28 November. Burra Road: fire emerged after a large pile of timber and dirt on Council land had been
smouldering underground since mid-winter. The original fire had been a burn-off of trees and roots. The
Cat7B attended with a crew of three. The Cat1 and 7A came to help after the house fire (above). The
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Burra Road fire was contained but not out. Later, a Council excavator was sent to pull the pile apart and
level the ground. The Cat1, with a crew of two, wetted it down. A job well done.
Photos: Keith Howker

The Council excavator finishes the job.

The Very Large Air Tanker
Brent and Chris Allen visited the RAAF Richmond Base on Tuesday, 24 November to get some first-hand
familiarity with the VLAT, one of two fire-bombing aircraft acquired by the NSW RFS.
Peter Davies, of the Shannons Flat Brigade and a State air attack supervisor who works a three-day shift
at the base, gave them an excellent tour, showing them the VLAT’s capabilities and uses.
It’s a Hercules DC10 aeroplane that can carry 40,000 litres of water and spread this in a trail one
kilometre long and 38 metres wide. Flying time from Richmond Base to our area is approximately 55
minutes.
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The air attack supervisor, in liaison with the Incident Controller, flies in a small plane that directs the
VLAT.
Brent and Chris also talked with the pilots, who are American,
about the terrain here, about
variables contributing to decisions
whether to use the VLAT or not, and
about effectiveness and cost.
The VLAT is in addition to the C130
LAT (Large Air Tanker), aka ‘Thor’,
which was featured in BB #21.
Richmond air base is restricted, so
Brent couldn’t take any VLAT
photos. Here are some of Thor, the
LAT.
Photos: Brent Wallis

The VLAT over a recent NSW fire.

Thanks to Chris Allen of Cooma FC for supplying the VLAT photo.

Yellow shirts
Internet image

Brent needs to make a record of (1) who has the
already-issued shirts and (2) which members still need shirts.
Some of the shirts distributed to members were wrong sizes.
If you were issued with a yellow shirt that didn’t fit you and
have therefore handed it on to someone else, please contact
Brent to say who you gave it to. If you don’t have a yellow shirt,
please email or sms Brent to organise one.
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The Catering Crew needs help in emergencies (repeat item)
If there’s a prolonged emergency, the Michelago Catering Crew will need
help from the community the Brigade serves.
Abby, Lauren, Bronwyn and Alex need to have the names and phone numbers of people who
could help prepare food in an emergency and deliver it to a collection point, probably the Fire Shed.
Firefighters in the Springvale Fire were very grateful to the Bredbo community for such support.
If you think you could help, please ring Abby on 0417 548 118. She’d love to hear from you.

The Cooma-Monaro Support Unit – an option for volunteering on the
Monaro
Thanks to Heather Jauncey for her input, including photos, for this item.
The C-M Support Unit was formed in 2011, as
part of an after-action review after the Ti-Tree
Fire. It has already proved its worth and its role
is still evolving under the mentorship of CMFC
Manager Jim Darrant and with the support of
Rein Peet, whose role is to support all captains
in Cooma-Monaro.
The Unit’s current emphasis is
Communications. Members work in the
‘comms cell’, collating information and sending
messages to and from the fire ground.
The Support Unit’s Communications Room Photo: unknown

SU Members also train for ICON (Incident Control Online), which sends site information to the Sydney
Control Centre (see photo in BB # 21) and for the app Fires Near Me. They train for and fulfil roles in
Mapping, Community Engagement, Public Liaison, Logistics and Cadet Training. SU provides scribes on
the fireground, assisting the Incident Controller.
SU Members assist as staging area managers in setting up and maintaining the staging area—fuel and
fire retardant supplies, catering etc—and providing a point of contact for firefighters going to the
fireground.
There are 72 volunteers in the Unit who contribute their different skills at various times. All are
members of local brigades. As with all brigades, there are less than this number actively involved in
training, but all are available for a Section 44.
There are four core administration officers: Captain Heather Jauncey (Bredbo), Deputy Captain 1 Regina
Roach (Numeralla), Deputy Captain 2 James Sullivan (Numeralla) Training Officer Brendan Diacono
(Berridale) and Secretary/Treasurer Janet Johnston (Cooma).
The Unit has grown in strength and numbers, but also in strength of commitment and depth of training
skills.
At a meeting on Monday, 23 November, there was a group discussion about the structure and future
planning for the Support Unit. Attending were Heather Jauncey, Jim Darrant, Rein Peet, Ross Sherlock
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(representing Group Captains) and Brent Wallis (Michelago Brigade Captain, representing Captains), as
well as several SU Members.
The SU’s role is developing so well that it can’t all be covered in one item. There will be more
information in a later Bulletin.

NSW RFS volunteers at the Minnimbah Fire (January 2014). The SU Captain, Heather Jauncey (in the middle, blue shirt),
was scribe to the Strike Team Leader. Photo: unknown

Busy Brigade Santa brings Christmas joy
Santa arrived in the Cat1 at the 21st birthday
party of Blake Gattringer, one of the
Brigade’s youngest volunteers.
‘An RFS truck beats reindeer every time’, he
said.
Photo: Keith Howker

Left: Santa with the Cat1 before his annual visit to
the Michelago Primary School. Photo: Keith Howker
Centre: George dips into Santa’s sack at the MRCA’s Christmas
Carols gathering at
the Railway
Station.
Photo: L. Pattison
Right: Santa listens
to Christmas wishes
at the Christmas
Carols. Santa’s
Helper, Bronwyn,
looks on.
Photo: L. Pattison
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Congratulations, Dave Ferris!
Dave can now drive all the Brigade trucks. He gained his MR licence in midDecember.
MR means Medium Rigid trucks. These are trucks weighing up to 15 tonnes.
Rigid trucks over that weight are classified as Heavy Rigid.
Photo: Keith Howker

NSW RFS December e-News

enews@rfs.nsw.gov.au

The following selections were copied from items in the NSW RFS December e-News. Other topics include
2016 Community Engagement Conference, NSW RFS on the water, updates to the Pocketbook app,
Improving the health of all members, Bush Fire Bulletin – Fire and Ice, and General Reminders.

New Guide to making your Bush Fire Survival
Plan
Following consultation with members, a simpler, easier
Guide has been developed that replaces the Bush Fire
Survival Plan. A number of changes have been made to
emphasise personal action, break down the steps to
planning and preparation and encourage people to get
ready for bush fires.
The new Guide is available online now, and hard copies will soon be available for Brigades to order.

State Champs 2016 - bigger and better up north!
The photo (right) accompanies this item in the Dec. NSW RFS e-news

Region North will host the 2016 NSW RFS State
Championships in Narrabri next September - and the local
team wants to see you there.
The Namoi Gwydir team will host the 22nd NSW RFS State
Championships at the Narrabri Showground Complex, 16–18
September 2016.
Featuring a whole new set of event scenarios based on the
challenges of grassland country, the return of the popular
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‘Chainsaw Challenge’ and the addition of a hawker-style Food Street in the ‘Whose Kitchen Rules’
catering challenge, the State Champs are shaping up to be bigger than ever.
With over 200 NSW RFS volunteers competing across 17 event scenarios, the people of Narrabri will see
fixed and rotary winged aircraft as well as Cat 1, 6, 7 and 9 appliances being put through their paces.
Before collecting the crown the 2016 NSW RFS State Champions will have to prove their worth with
more sacred tools like the legendary knapsack and rake hoe. If the competing teams can’t change a tyre
without the help of the NRMA, they may be in trouble!
This year’s Incident Controller (IC), Superintendent Bryan Daly, has decreed a philosophy of ‘back to
basics’ by instructing Marshals to ensure that competitors demonstrate strong leadership, dynamic
teamwork and expertise of core skills while maintaining compliance with Service SOPs, Operational
Protocols and doctrine.
“The State Champs is all about testing our crews’ practical skills and their ability to react to dynamic
operating environments. While volunteer work is often physically demanding, I’ve yet to see a brigade
respond to a running race” said IC Bryan Daly.
Keep up to date with all the news on the 2016 State Champs on the event Facebook page.

Training
Members will be notified by sms (and, possibly, by email, depending on resources) of the next training
date.
Changed any of your contact details?
If you’re on a callout list, please tell Bronwyn: 0407 943 245 / bronnygatts@bigpond.com.au
Please also tell the secretary of phone, email or address changes: LPatt@internode.on.net

VFFA magazine

The Summer 2015 The volunteer fire fighter is out.
For those who don’t receive copies, four have been left at the shed. If you borrow one, please return it
to the shed when you’ve finished it.
The articles include ‘Winching safely’, ‘Drones and small remote brigades’, ‘Wambelong, a fire that
should never have happened’, ‘Workplace injury’, ‘Early days of aerial burning’, and the provocative ‘The
Phantom speaks out’ on water-bombing aircraft.
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A bulldozed trail in the area of the Mt Clear fire. Photo: Keith Howker

The 2015—2016 Committee
Captain: Brent Wallis (0418 680 205) Senior Deputy Captain: Keith Howker (0406 887 435)
Deputy Captains: Derek Giucci, Duncan McNeill, James Byrne, Alex Milovanovic
Callout Officers: Bronwyn Gattringer, Abby McPherson
Catering Officers: Lauren Wallis, Abby McPherson, Bronwyn Gattringer, Alex Milovanovic
RFSA Rep: William Stone Training Officers: Aldo Giucci, Peter Butler
Equipment Officers: Derek Giucci, William Stone, Tim Haines
Engine Keepers: Steve Haines, Tim Haines
Safety Officer (female): Bronwyn Gattringer Safety Officer (male): Steve Haines
Permit Officers: Brent Wallis, Keith Howker
President: David Gattringer Treasurer: Brien Hallett
Vice President: Duncan McNeill Secretary: Leanne Pattison Active-member representative: Abby McPherson Auditor: Dave Bunston
Executive Committee Officers: Captain, Snr Deputy Captain, President, Secretary, Treasurer, Vice President, Active-member
representative
Editor: Leanne Pattison 0407 110 946
Disclaimer: views expressed or implied in this bulletin are not necessarily those of the MRFB Committee, wider Brigade membership or the
RFS.
Original articles and photographs: Copyright © 2015 Michelago Rural Fire Brigade
Fire Cooma Monaro Fire Control (24 hrs) 1300 722 164 / 02 6455 0455 Emergency 000
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