~THE BRIGADE BULLETIN~
No. 24, 10 November, 2015

An occasional newsletter from the Michelago Rural Fire Brigade
Find us on www.michelagoregion.org.au and
Navex; RFSA grant goodies delivered; Catering Crew needs help in emergencies; ACT Field Day; BF training at Cooma; new
blood for the RFS; training officers’ workshop; November training; good gear; NSW RFS e-news; Executive highlights;
callouts; thank you for donations.

FIRE SEASON STARTED 1 OCTOBER. ALL FIRES ON NON-TOTAL BAN DAYS NEED A PERMIT.

NAVEX, or NAVigation EXercises
Off they go, down Ryrie Street, to a weekend of skill challenges.

Saturday, 17 October: a team of
experienced and not-so-experienced
firefighters left at 7.30 am for the
weekend-long, challenging, annual
NAVEX exercises near Bungendore.
The Michelago crew were Captain
Brent Wallis, Senior Deputy Captain
Keith Howker, James Byrne, Scott Teys,
Dave Ferris, Will Stone, Peter Butler
and Tim Haines.
With them were Heather Jauncey
(Support Team Leader), Regina Roach
(Numeralla and Support Team), Kerrie
Donald (Bredbo and Support Team)
and Rebecca Dawson (Smiths Road).
Steve Haines helped with the trucks
and secured the shed after they left.
Michelago trucks were the Cat1 and
Cat7A, which left the 7B at home for
emergencies.
Thank you to Colinton Brigade for
being available for backup for incidents
here. Fortunately, there weren’t any.

Many thanks to Shannons Flat Brigade for lending their new Cat9 at short notice after a previous, longstanding arrangement with another brigade fell through.
Michelago photos: Leanne Pattison
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Bec band-aided her feet against boot damage. All the team had their heavy
footwear on for two days.
Below left: Tim packed gear in the Cat1, checked by Steve and Mitchell.
Below right: Before leaving Michelago, each firefighter, like Keith, had to fill
in a T-card (so called because of its shape) with their details, their destination and the trip’s purpose.

Once at the staging area, they set up their camp … then got their first instructions. (Above two photos: Keith Howker)
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Over the two days, although the team knew the possible scenarios, each one as it occurred was a
surprise, demanding quick, coordinated reactions to an ‘emergency’.
The first was an MVA (motor
vehicle accident) on fire.
The experience of monthly
training, back in July, was a
mock exercise (with an old car
but no real fire) that prepared
the team for such an incident.
The second was a RAFT
(remote area firefighting team)
exercise. The team had to
navigate through thick bush
without a GPS, carrying all their
gear (below left) and sharing
tasks.
Another was managing a gas
attack (below right). The
flaming cylinder is in front of
the pond.
Photos this page: Brent Wallis

Trucks lined up at the staging area.

They also managed events for first aid, night-time
navigation and a house fire. They could not take photos
of these scenarios.
A highlight was the ladies’ team coming second in the
night-time navigation exercise. Heather, Regina, Kerrie
and Bec were rightly proud of themselves.
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It was a very tiring weekend with great benefits in teamwork and comradeship and quite a few laughs.
Brent summed up everyone’s comments as
‘Wow! We learned a lot!’

Photos this page: Keith Howker

RFSA grant – the goodies arrive
We applied for items in the RFSA catalogue to the value of $4,599.00. The
maximum available grant was $5,000.00. (See BB #20.)
Brent’s wish list was for a portable, folding marquee (mainly for staging
posts during emergencies), a tv, dvd player and projection screen, primarily
for use in theory training, and the star wish, the 60-metre, electric rewind
hose-reel, which is still in Cooma, where it will be installed on one of the Cat
7s.
Secretary Leanne wrote the successful application and thanks Brent and Fire
Control’s Langdon Gould for guidance.

The Catering Crew needs help in emergencies
If there’s a prolonged emergency, the Michelago Catering Crew will need help from the
community the Brigade serves.
Abby, Lauren, Bronwyn and Alex need to have the names and phone
numbers of people who could help prepare food in an emergency and
deliver it to a collection point, probably the Fire Shed.
The very important role such people play was recently seen during the Springvale
Fire, when the Bredbo catering people kept the firefighters supplied with drinks, sandwiches and snacks.
The firefighters were enormously grateful.
If you think you could help, please ring Abby on 0417 548 118. She’d love to hear from
you.
Changed any of your contact details?
If you’re on a callout list, please tell Bronwyn: 0407 943 245 / bronnygatts@bigpond.com.au
Please also tell the secretary of phone, email or address changes: LPatt@internode.on.net
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ACT Field Day – 25 October
‘Best teamwork in the Monaro’, said Brent.
After a tiring couple of weeks with three callouts, including
the demanding Springvale Fire, plus the two-day Navex
workout (see Brigade Bulletin #23), the Michelago team
competed in the 2015 ACT Field Day.
Brent Wallis, Keith Howker, Derek Giucci, Alex Milovanovic,
David Gattringer and Will Stone comprised the team for
this year’s event.
They did well to come a close second in the Large
Tanker event and were pleased with their teamwork
in the others—the Medium Tanker, First Aid,
navigation, and the Five-in-Five events.
In the Five-in-Five, teams fight five different sorts of fires (oil,
grass, wood, electric and fuel) with five different pieces of
equipment—rake-hoe, water, knapsack, and two different fire
extinguishers, i.e. foam and dry, choosing the appropriate
equipment for the particular fire. Keith, Derek, Alex, Dave and Will
combined for this.
They were all disappointed not to achieve the magnificent success
of last year (see Brigade Bulletin #12), but accept that there are
many variables in such competitions, including not having trained
specifically for Field Day events, due to recent incidents. Their
experience and teamwork stood them in good stead.
Pumping exercise

Navigation exercise: someone on Facebook asked ‘Is Brent lost?’

Right: Keith and Will restore life.

Field Day Photos: Bronwyn Gattringer & Keith Howker
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Michelago helps train Bush Firefighters at Cooma course
October 24—25: Michelago’s Aldo Giucci was one of the training officers at Cooma’s Bush Firefighting
course, run by Tim Ingram. There were 27 participants from seven Cooma-Monaro district brigades—
Bredbo, Colinton, Cooma, Jerangle, Michelago, Shannons Flat and Smiths Road—and 10 trainers and
assessors.

New blood for the RFS
There’s a good number of new firefighters joining the NSW RFS. As well as those at Cooma (see above),
there were 17 participants from Berridale and from Cooma doing their two-day course at Berridale on
17—18 October.
On 7 November at Cooma, these 44 trainees were assessed for their Bush Firefighter qualification.
RAFT: there are now 12 newly qualified Remote Area Firefighters. After their initial training, for which
Brent Wallis was one of the assessors (see Brigade Bulletin # 22), they did their helicopter training 17—
18 October.

November training

Photos: Leanne Pattison

Sunday, 1 November. First, the
eight attendees checked all the
cabin and truck-body sprays,
essential in an over-run
situation. Two were blocked by
water impurities, possibly from
creek water at the recent
Springvale Fire.
Left: mud-map of the training scenario.
Right: a tiny stone, a sprayer-blockage.
After maintenance, all the Cat7’s sprayers were working.

Aldo, Scott and John check a Cat1 sprayer.

The second training focus was an interesting scenario that pointed up the variables of a complex
emergency situation, the management of which depends on the experience of consistent training and
reliable teamwork.
After the BBQ and an illustrated Q&A session at the Shed about identifying a ‘dead man’s zone’ (a place
you don’t want to be) vis-à-vis various types of terrain, wind conditions and truck location, Aldo outlined
the scenario.
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Scenario: a section of highway cut off by fire; some trapped cars; a 200-metre
grassfire front approaching the road; high wind; low humidity; five minutes to
assess risks and implement incident management. Aldo stressed there were
no neat textbook answers.
The indented road just south of Michelago Hill was the scenario’s context.
Derek was Incident Controller. Three private cars represented those of the
frightened motorists.
Other important aspects: features of the terrain influencing fire behaviour;
whether to use drip-torches to burn a small break before the main fire arrived;
delegation; reporting to the Incident Controller vs the IC asking for reports;
communication between pairs working together; wind changes and watching
smoke direction; calming motorists and getting them to stay in their cars. One
hypothetical motorist had a hypothetical heart attack, but could not be
attended to at the time.
This was, as John said, a situation in which ‘a lot of
moving parts can go wrong’.
The scenario, pretend though it was, sharpened
thinking about dealing with such an emergency.
Above left: Derek gives a motorist a blanket.
Left: Scott and John ‘light’ a fire-break.

There’s always more to do.
Abby and Kylie checked the Cat1 pump at the end of the exercise. Scott,
Derek, Rob and John re-watered the Cat7A by pumping from the tank through the Cat1. John, Rob, Scott
and Derek uncoupled the Storz fittings and turned off the pump.

Training officers’ workshop—looking to 2016
Michelago’s Aldo and Peter were among training officers from Monaro brigades who attended a Cooma
workshop on Tuesday, 3 November. On Tim Ingram’s agenda: table the draft training calendar for 2016,
consult with the training officers, and formalise training advisory groups for Advanced Firefighter, Bush
Firefighter, Village Firefighter, and the Chainsaw and Rural Fire Driving courses.
Aldo and Peter are now formally part of TAG (the Training Advisory Group). As such, they will have
direct input into training for the zone and will be able to sign off on RPL training and certification.
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Good gear?
The photos show John Taylor’s face-mask (modelled by Rob Smith)
and helmet, bought from Fire Trader Australia Pty Ltd at
www.firetraderstore.com.au and which John thinks are superior to
standard RFS issue.
The ‘Darth Vader’ face-mask has a mesh mouth-cover, shields the
neck, fastens at the back with Velcro, and is easily pulled down when
the smoke clears.
The goggles strap is attached to the helmet, so the goggles won’t come off. The
visor fits over the goggles when both are pushed up.
Either or both can be pulled down to the face.
Left: John shows his helmet.
Right: an RFS issue helmet—the goggles are held on the helmet with
the elastic strap.

There’s more about face-masks below, in the extract from the NSW RFS October e-News.

NSW RFS October e-News

enews@rfs.nsw.gov.au

The following item was copied in full from the NSW RFS e-News. Other topics include The new RFS
Brigade Constitution, Women in leadership, Community awards, ‘Thor’ at the Indonesian fires, Using
cultural fire as a land management tool, Grassland fuel state reporting, and The Young Members’ Group.

Breathe with confidence
Four styles of P2 masks are available for members, to help provide protection from
dust and smoke on the fireground.
Volunteer members should always carry a P2 mask as they reduce the risk of inhalation of particles from
dust, smoke and materials containing asbestos. It’s important to fit a P2 mask before entering into a
situation where dust or smoke could be inhaled.
While most P2 masks aren't required to be fire retardant under Australian Standard AS/NZS1716, the
masks provided by NSW RFS are fire retardant.
To suit different face sizes and shapes, the NSW RFS provides four styles of P2 mask. This ensures that
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members find a mask that seals properly, to provide the maximum protection. The effectiveness of a P2
mask is reduced if the member has facial hair.
To help members select and fit a P2 mask, two fitting guides have been developed – one for the cup
style mask and one for the fold flat style mask.
Log on to MyRFS to download the P2 fitting guides. To order P2 masks, contact your Brigade or District.

Executive highlights
These are some of the main items discussed at the 30 October Executive Committee
meeting: the need for occasional helpers for emergency catering, the popular new photo and heading
on the Facebook page; the importance of the deputy captains’ roles, delegation and succession
planning; e-banking to minimise cumbersome cheque use; VHF fireground radios; the community
notice board; keeping in touch with Council about the Heritage assessment of the new shed-site.

Callouts
There have been no callouts since the last Brigade Bulletin (22 October).

Thank you for donations
Thank you to everyone who pops their change into the new donations ‘tin’ (aka a yoghurt carton) at the
Michelago shop. Treasurer Brien reports that recently it yielded $55.45. This is an excellent amount,
given that the nearly full original tin (surely a Heritage item) vanished in the shop’s burglary last July.
We are currently looking for a permanent, more presentable and RFS-appropriate donations container.

The 2015—2016 Committee
Captain: Brent Wallis (0418 680 205) Senior Deputy Captain: Keith Howker (0406 887 435)
Deputy Captains: Derek Giucci, Duncan McNeill, James Byrne, Alex Milovanovic
Callout Officers: Bronwyn Gattringer, Abby McPherson
Catering Officers: Lauren Wallis, Abby McPherson, Bronwyn Gattringer, Alex Milovanovic
RFSA Rep: William Stone Training Officers: Aldo Giucci, Peter Butler
Equipment Officers: Derek Giucci, William Stone, Tim Haines
Engine Keepers: Steve Haines, Tim Haines
Safety Officer (female): Bronwyn Gattringer Safety Officer (male): Steve Haines
Permit Officers: Brent Wallis, Keith Howker
President: David Gattringer Treasurer: Brien Hallett
Vice President: Duncan McNeill Secretary: Leanne Pattison Active-member representative: Abby McPherson Auditor: Dave Bunston
Executive Committee Officers: Captain, Snr Deputy Captain, President, Secretary, Treasurer, Vice President, Active-member
representative
Editor: Leanne Pattison
Disclaimer: views expressed or implied in this bulletin are not necessarily those of the MRFB Committee, wider Brigade membership or the
RFS.
Original articles and photographs: Copyright © 2015 Michelago Rural Fire Brigade
Fire Cooma Monaro Fire Control (24 hrs) 1300 722 164 / 02 6455 0455 Emergency 000
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