~THE BRIGADE BULLETIN~
No. 20, 21 July, 2015

An occasional newsletter from the Michelago Rural Fire Brigade
July training; next training; callouts; ‘Renting Goats’ seminar; Bunnings BBQ 26 July; donations
tin stolen; July NSW RFS e-Bulletin; chain-saw course; from the archives.

July training

Brent directs checking and operation of drip-torches.

Photos: L. Pattison

There were eight very positive aspects to the training session for the agricultural burn on 5 July.
1. The inter-brigade collaboration for the planned agricultural/hazard-reduction burn
2. The good number of attendees: 13 Michelago and five Smiths Rd (with their Cat1)
3. The preparation: Brent, Derek and Aldo had inspected Scott’s property and the map, decided
team and truck placements and determined tactics and timing
4. The thorough briefing about the land (hills, dam, trees, power lines, house) and the further riskassessment briefing: the properties and variable behaviour of lovegrass (now dormant and very
dry) when on fire in different weathers, teamwork, pace and communications (voice, radio, hand
signals)
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5. The revision of, and, for some newbies, the
introduction to the maintenance, function and
safe, effective use of drip-torches
6. After arrival at the property, the clear instructions
for team and truck deployment, for teamwork,
and for reinforcement of safety procedures
7. The flexibility in adapting to new circumstances
and the determination to succeed in an
unexpected task after our Cat1 became bogged.
8. The successful vehicle recovery operation,
unplanned but important practice, as these things
can happen at worse times.
Aldo discusses the mud map at the briefing.

Scott air-cleans a drip torch; Dave
tightens one; Aldo, Brent, Scott
and Smiths Road’s Clive locate the
teams at the site.

Duncan helps dig out the Cat1.

Two small trucks pull out one big one.

Ben helps with site
rehabilitation.
The Cat1 and the lovegrass
live to fight another day.

Then the clock and rising
wind were against the burn
going ahead. This time.
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Next training: Sunday, 2 August, 11.00 am
Callouts
There have been no callouts since the last Brigade Bulletin (30/6/2015).

Renting Goats: Firewise Communities in Boise, Idaho USA
Monday 10th August 1800-1930 Cooma FCC – 11 Geebung St, Polo Flat, Cooma
Presenters: Sandra Lauer & Jeremy Mears
The Cooma Monaro Support Unit extends to all members the opportunity to attend a
presentation by Sandra Lauer and Jeremy Mears on Firewise Communities, from their
recent trip to the USA.
All inquiries/RSVPs should be directed to Heather Jauncey, Support Unit Leader:
support@monarorfs.org.au

For anyone interested in the inter-relationship of geography, climate, demographics, livestock and flora
with land and fire management, this seminar will give a fascinating perspective on another place. Seeing
the way other people deal with similar challenges sharpens our thinking about our own place, too.

Bunnings Tuggeranong BBQ Sunday 26 July
These barbeques are our best fundraisers and are always cheery and companionable. This will be our
third fundraiser for the year. We had one Bunnings BBQ on the Australia Day weekend and we had the
Mayfair one.
Any help you can give will be very welcome. If you can help for an hour or two, half a day or even a full
day, ring or text Abby on 0417 548 118.

Donations tin stolen
The Brigade’s donations tin (as well as the air-ambulance one) was stolen from the shop in the recent
burglaries in and around the village, late on Friday 10 July. It probably contained around $70.00.
There’s a temporary replacement. Let’s hope shop visitors will continue to donate to the Brigade.

July’s NSW RFS e-Bulletin (Technology, yes, but avatars …?)
One article from this issue is copied in full below. ‘fuel’ is the name of the new online training platform.
This and other articles can be accessed on enews@rfs.nsw.gov.au

Next Generation Training System
The NSW RFS training system is being updated to better reflect member needs.
The current NSW RFS training system was designed in the mid-90s, based on paper printed products and
accompanied by face-to-face training and assessment methods, often requiring attendance in weekend
blocks.
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This outdated system is being revised to include more flexible training pathways that meet different role
requirements, provide blended delivery options (online and face-to-face) and access to an increased use
of multimedia technology.
The new online training platform 'fuel', is being designed to consider various internet connection speeds
and bandwidth, offering key features that over time will include:






Self-navigated online learning modules with some practical face-to-face training sessions and
assessment events.
Training results automatically linked to MyRFS member records.
A printable Wiki with technical contents that links to different modules, searchable by key words
or course types.
Virtual reality simulations and learning activities for members to demonstrate skills online.
Video examples of drills and skills accessible through the learning modules and NSW RFS Training
YouTube channel.

Virtual reality simulation avatars

The system is aimed to support all levels from Brigade to State level training and include both volunteer
and staff specific training.
Modules are currently under development, with modules for Bush Firefighter and Village Firefighter
scheduled for launch at the 2016 L&D Forum. Other available modules will include existing online
induction courses and a new first aid course which will be ready for piloting in the coming months.
If you have any queries about the training system, contact the team at
learninganddevelopment@rfs.nsw.gov.au
Changed any of your contact details?
If you’re on a callout list, please tell Bronwyn: 0407 943 245 / bronnygatts@bigpond.com.au
Please also tell the Secretary of phone, email or address changes: LPatt@internode.on.net

You can

Brigade Bulletins # 1—19 on the Michelago Rural Fire Brigade link at
www.michelagoregion.org.au
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Chain-saw course 18—19 July

Photos: Peter Butler

The instructor on this
two-day course at
Brent’s property was Tim
Ingram, the Learning and
Development Officer
from Cooma.
Michelago members
attending were Peter
Butler, Tim Haines and
Steve Haines. Several
members from the
Shannon’s Flat and
Snowy Mountains
Brigades also attended.
The course content was, broadly, familiarisation with
and competence in using RFS-provided chainsaws,
including with RFS vehicles.
Aspects of this content included: general working
safety with chainsaws, safety when on the fire
ground with chainsaws, maintenance of chainsaws,
sharpening chainsaw blades, and different cuttings
with a chainsaw—cross-cutting, ripping, boring,
horizontal and vertical.
The absolute necessity of always wearing correct PPE
was emphasised, of course.
This rustic chair shows the chainsaw’s creative capacity, so often underrated.

For their final, practical assessment,
all participants had to make a fourlegged chair from a log. They had to
use cross-cut, boring and horizontal
cuts. This all had to be done with
their chainsaw. They were not
allowed to touch the log with their
hands.
All Michelago members passed the
course and were assessed as
competent. Everyone had a great
time, learned a lot and agreed that
the instructors were excellent.
Thank you to Peter Butler for providing the content for this item.
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From the archives – ACT
Field Day 2014
One of Michelago’s wins was the
demanding Five n Five event. If you can
enlarge the rules on this sign, you’ll see
how testing it was.
First, the competitors had to remove
their outer PPE. When the whistle
blew, they had to gear up and start.

The case of the vanishing firefighters …

Left: rake hoe and
foam-aim skills
being assessed.

Photos: Will Stone
The 2015—2016 Committee
Captain: Brent Wallis (0418 680 205) Senior Deputy Captain: Keith Howker (0406 887 435)
Deputy Captains: Derek Giucci, Duncan McNeill, James Byrne, Alex Milovanovic
Callout Officers: Bronwyn Gattringer, Abby McPherson
Catering Officers: Lauren Wallis, Abby McPherson, Bronwyn Gattringer, Alex Milovanovic
RFSA Rep: William Stone Training Officers: Aldo Giucci, Peter Butler
Equipment Officers: Derek Giucci, William Stone, Tim Haines
Engine Keepers: Steve Haines, Tim Haines
Safety Officer (female): Bronwyn Gattringer Safety Officer (male): Steve Haines
Permit Officers: Brent Wallis, Keith Howker
President: David Gattringer Treasurer: Brien Hallett
Vice President: Duncan McNeill Secretary: Leanne Pattison Active-member representative: Abby McPherson Auditor: Dave Bunston
Executive Committee Officers: Captain, Snr Deputy Captain, President, Secretary, Treasurer, Vice President, Active-member
representative
Disclaimer: views expressed or implied in this bulletin are not necessarily those of the MRFB Committee, wider Brigade membership or the
RFS.
Original articles and photographs: Copyright © 2015 Michelago Rural Fire Brigade
Fire Cooma Monaro Fire Control (24 hrs) 1300 722 164 / 02 6455 0455 Emergency 000

Page 6 of 6

Michelago Brigade Bulletin #20

21 July 2015

