~THE BRIGADE BULLETIN~
No. 19, 30 June, 2015

An occasional newsletter from the Michelago Rural Fire Brigade
June training; lovegrass ID; next training; planning for courses; controlling village traffic speed;
‘Renting goats’; National Parks pass; NSW RFS e-bulletin; VFFA’s June issue; from the archives – ACT
Field Day 2014

Death to all lovegrass
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Training – 14 June – Agricultural Burn
Training was based on an agricultural burn of 10 acres of African lovegrass on a Micalago Road property
(photo above). The AB served two purposes. First, it cleared the land for ploughing, as requested by the
landholder. Second, it provided significant ‘live fire’ experience for our fire fighters.
This experience is particularly important after a low-incident season. It sharpens skills and techniques
which are otherwise practised in isolation from a real situation.
The AB is planned to be controlled. In that sense, it’s not a ’real ’situation, but essential practice for a crisis
when it occurs. And that’s ‘when’, not ‘if’. Cue 2003 and 2009, as well as many other small fires which have
been quickly controlled, thanks to our rapid and skilled response, and which therefore haven’t impinged
on public consciousness.

Photo: Aldo Giucci

One of the techniques ABs prepare fire fighters for is back-burning, which often has to be done in Section
44 crises or near fires which threaten to become Section 44s.
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Agricultural burns are requested by landholders to improve their land. They are subject to different livefire regulations than HRBs (hazard reduction burns) or those initiated solely for brigade training, so do not
require the presence of a ‘live-fire instructor’. The Captain’s risk-management competence is considered
sufficient.
Captain Brent Wallis is planning ahead for more skills practice with live fire in agricultural burns. He
intends that this practical experience will emphasise the reasons for the framework of training—the hoserolling and drills, the pump practice, the teamwork and coordination, the response speed.
There were 15 members at the June training, a good turnout.
The next AB will be over about 15 acres at a Karinya Plains Road property.

Lovegrass
It burns hot and fast. It was a significant factor in the speed and heat of Michelago’s 2009 fire. Cattle will
eat it if they haven’t much else, but other herbivores won’t. It crowds out other grasses. Seeds can remain
viable for up to 17 years.
How to control it? You can burn it, poison it with a product which takes effect when the plant is growing –
there’s some useful information at www.taskforce.com/faq – and you can mow it.

‘Why is African lovegrass a weed?’ www.molonglocatchment.com.au/Weeds
‘Outcompetes native vegetation, especially in grasslands, and grows to dominate pasture, removing habitat for
native species and decreasing carrying capacity. It thrives on low nutrient soils, road and rail reserves and overgrazed pasture as well as invading forest along tracks. For most of the year it’s avoided by livestock and replaces
more palatable species in grazed pasture. It’s highly flammable and creates a fire hazard. It spreads widely after
periods of drought have left paddocks bare. Once established, African lovegrass not only reduces the capacity of the
land to be productive, but it is also costly to control.
African lovegrass is listed as a class 4 noxious weed in all council areas within the Molonglo Catchment. The
growth and spread of the plant must be controlled in accordance with local management plans published by
each local council. In the ACT, African lovegrass is a class 3 Pest Plant which must be contained.’

Some native grasses are easily confused with lovegrass. The Molonglo Catchment website
noted above can help with identification.
Internet images

Changed any of your contact details?
If you’re on a callout list, please tell Bronwyn: 0407 943 245 / bronnygatts@bigpond.com.au Please
also tell the Secretary of phone, email or address changes: LPatt@internode.on.net
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Next training: Sunday, 5 July, 11 am, starting with the briefing and bbq at the Shed.
Planning for courses
Tim Ingram, the Monaro Team Training Officer, is working with Brent, the deputy captains
and training officers to create courses according to need. A five-year plan is envisaged in
the Monaro for more local deputies and crew leaders.
Michelago already has many names down for courses. Contact Aldo (0432 802 906) or Peter (0412 916
759) if you’d like to know more.

Village traffic speed – MRFB-MRCA liaison
The Michelago Region Community Association has for some time been investigating
ways, via Council, to limit traffic speed through the village.
Mirrors at the Ryrie Street bend opposite the fire shed don’t show enough of that hazard area. For the
stretch from the shop to past the school, there have been proposals for speed humps or chicanes (traffic
islands). These are unsuitable for fire trucks, increasing emergency-response times. Further, chicanes are
hazardous for trucks carrying water – imagine the wave motion.
Peter Butler, one of our training officers, has liaised with the Jemena/Enerflex trucks about observing the
50 km/hr speed limit and the 40 km/hr one past the school.
Brent has proposed, after engineer consultation, installation of slightly-raised, speed-reducing white lines
at strategic places on Ryrie Street. These would impact shock absorbers if driven over fast, but not be a
hazard to the fire trucks.

Renting Goats: Firewise Communities in Boise, Idaho USA
Monday 10th August 1800-1930 Cooma FCC

Presenters: Sandra Lauer & Jeremy Mears

The Cooma Monaro Support Unit extends to all members the opportunity to attend a
presentation by Sandra Lauer and Jeremy Mears on Firewise Communities, from their recent
trip to the USA.
All inquiries/RSVPs should be directed to Heather Jauncey, Support Unit Leader: support@monarorfs.org.au
If you haven’t yet paid your annual membership fee of just $5.00 (due at the May AGM), please leave
it at the shop in an envelope marked with your name, phone and address, and addressed to The
Treasurer or The Secretary, MRFB. We’ll get a receipt to you.

NSW RFS Annual All-National Parks passes
Please email the Michelago Secretary < LPatt@internode.on.net > if you would like the new application
form. Last year’s forms will not be accepted.
Passes will be available from Cooma FCC (11 Geebung St, Cooma) between 10am and 4pm. It is
recommended you phone FCC (02 6455 0455; 1300 722 164) prior to coming in to ensure staff are
available to process your application.
A copy of your current rego papers must accompany the application form.
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You can view Brigade Bulletins # 1—18 on the Michelago Rural Fire Brigade link at
www.michelagoregion.org.au

NSW RFS e-bulletin
The following two items are copied in full from the June issue, emailed to the Michelago Secretary for the
information of members: enews@rfs.nsw.gov.au
Your safety in the NSW RFS
The Health, Safety and Welfare team are working on a number of initiatives to ensure
members are safe on the field and in the workplace.
A copy of the Work Health and Safety Statement will be available on MyRFS and
distributed for display at FCCs. To request a copy email the team at safety@rfs.nsw.gov.au.
ICON's field targeted information tool
Trials have commenced of the 'Collector' application for mobile devices.
Like many emergency services agencies around Australia, the NSW RFS is trialling the use of tablets as a
way to communicate information between field teams and IMTs such as fire location and the location of
key assets and resources.
The ‘Collector’ app integrates with NSW RFS’s systems and electronically collates situation reports,
weather observations and map features and uploads these directly to ICON / COP.
A group of staff and volunteers are currently testing the Collector app over a three month period,
recording information from hazard reduction burns. Field reports will be obtained via tablets (e.g. Apple
iPads / Samsung Tab3) and the information will be visible in Situation Reports / FieldObs.
In the NSW RFS, Collector is also being tested to validate the locations of Neighbourhood Safer Places,
assess damage to property, grass curing reports.
Recently NSW RFS Impact Analysis teams were sent to assist the SES assess the damage due to the
Newcastle area floods. As the SES also uses Collector, NSW RFS teams were able to use Service computers
and tablets to link to the SES systems. This minimised errors and double handling of data.
While many similar applications exist, this is the first that has a link to our internal systems avoiding double
handling of information and data.
If testing is successful the next challenge is not only making it available to a much wider audience but also
to integrate its use into our day-to-day operations.

Callouts
There have been no callouts since the last Brigade Bulletin (22 May 2015).
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Five extra copies of the June issue (Vol 7 No. 1) of The volunteer fire fighter have arrived, as requested, to
be left at the Shed. If you would like to borrow one, please return it when you’ve finished with it.
The cover image, a poignant one taken after the Tullamore, NSW, fires last November, is the winner of the
VFFA’s most recent photo competition. The photographer earned $1,000.00 worth of equipment for his
brigade.
Among the wide-ranging and sometimes provocative articles is one titled ‘Oh, when will they ever learn?’
and is about fuel reduction burns in forest. It’s focused on the WA February 2015 fires but has wider
relevance. It’s by Roger Underwood, ‘a retired forester and Chairman of the Bushfire Front, an
independent group of bushfire specialists dedicated to upgrading forest fire management in WA’.
Further to that, there’s a link to an interesting letter, ‘Words of wisdom on hazard reduction’ by ‘an 84year old, fourth generation East Gippslander’, on the home page of www.volunteerfirefighters.org.au

From the archives – ACT Field Day, October 2014
Photos of Michelago’s
winning day are now
available. Left: Will
and Alex resuscitate the
plastic person. Right:
Keith, Brent and Alex
plan where to go.
Photos: Kat Stone

The 2015—2016 Committee
Captain: Brent Wallis (0418 680 205) Senior Deputy Captain: Keith Howker (0406 887 435)
Deputy Captains: Derek Giucci, Duncan McNeill, James Byrne, Alex Milovanovic
Callout Officers: Bronwyn Gattringer, Abby McPherson
Catering Officers: Lauren Wallis, Abby McPherson, Bronwyn Gattringer, Alex Milovanovic
RFSA Rep: William Stone Training Officers: Aldo Giucci, Peter Butler
Equipment Officers: Derek Giucci, William Stone, Tim Haines
Engine Keepers: Steve Haines, Tim Haines
Safety Officer (female): Bronwyn Gattringer Safety Officer (male): Steve Haines
Permit Officers: Brent Wallis, Keith Howker
President: David Gattringer Treasurer: Brien Hallett
Vice President: Duncan McNeill Secretary: Leanne Pattison Active-member representative: Abby McPherson Auditor: Dave Bunston
Executive Committee Officers: Captain, Snr Deputy Captain, President, Secretary, Treasurer, Vice President, Active-member
representative
Disclaimer: views expressed or implied in this bulletin are not necessarily those of the MRFB Committee, wider Brigade membership or the
RFS.
Original articles and photographs: Copyright © 2015 Michelago Rural Fire Brigade
Fire Cooma Monaro Fire Control (24 hrs) 1300 722 164 / 02 6455 0455 Emergency 000
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