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~THE BRIGADE BULLETIN~  
No. 18, 22 May, 2015 

An occasional newsletter from the Michelago Rural Fire Brigade 

Annual General Meeting – long-service medals, reports, elections; next training 14/6. 

Long-service medals awarded for ten years of continuous RFS service 

 

Alex Milovanovic, Aldo Giucci, Brent Wallis, Derek Giucci, Keith Howker, Brien Hallett 

Annual general meeting 

The highlight of the AGM last Saturday, 16 May, was Monaro Team 

Manager Jim Darrant awarding the long-service medals. It was a 

significant occasion for the awardees, who were justifiably proud of 

this recognition. Relatives and friends (including colleagues) were 

proud of them, too. Captain Brent has actually served for 18 years, so 

is coming up to his 20-year award.  

Winston Phillips of Cooma Council and Louise Povey of Fire Control 

assisted Jim. We thank Louise for helping with much of the 

organisation.  

Right: A serious moment.  Jim, Brent and Winston listen to Brent’s citation before 

the medal presentation. 
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The Giuccis, Derek 

(Deputy Captain 

1) and Aldo, with 

their medals.  

Jim had earlier 

complimented 

Aldo on his 

training report 

for the year, 

saying it was the 

clearest and 

most 

comprehensive 

he’d ever heard. 

 

  

Two quiet achievers: 

Deputy Captain Alex 

and ex-Deputy 

Captain and now 

Treasurer, Brien.          

 

 

 

Leanne read the citations.                                          

    Keith, newly elected Senior Deputy Captain. 

  

The medals: the large one 

is for ceremonial 

occasions, the smaller one 

for evening dress and the 

bar can be sewn on a bar-

pin for attachment. It can 

be sewn on clothes, but 

please see Service 

Standard 9.1.1 for full 

instructions about 

wearing NSW RFS awards. 
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Keith puts out a black forest fire. Thank 

you, Abby, for organising the cake. 

AGM photos: Julie Giucci, Keith Howker, 

Leanne Pattison 

 

The AGM reports Full reports will be attached to the minutes when they are circulated. 

President: Dave Gattringer thanked all members for their various contributions, especially the catering 

crew of Abby, Lauren and Bronwyn who organise fund raisers and other functions.  

Members will be notified of the new constitution template, a standard one for all NSW RFS brigades. 

Two particular requests: (1) think before you post/tweet on social media (2) observe the 50 km/hr 

speed limit in the main street. 

Best wishes to Kylie Kenyon, who is moving to Canberra – we hope she stays part of the Brigade. 

Captain: Brent Wallis welcomed everyone, especially Jim, Winston, Louise and new members, 

congratulated his colleagues on their ten-year awards, thanked members for giving their time, energy 

and resources to help the community and the Brigade, and wished everyone the best for the next 

Brigade year. 

Members’ contributions have included giving time and effort to fundraising, including the three BBQs, 

two at Bunnings Tuggeranong and one at the Mayfair.  

Incidents have been four MVAs, one car fire and five grass fires. 

Treasurer: Brien Hallett circulated his detailed report of the Brigade’s finances for 1 April 2014 – 31 

March 2015 and gave a brief summary: 

 The Brigade has finished the year with available operating funds of $7,677. 

 Overall expenditure to date for this financial year is $5,048. If we discount $3,177 invested (and 

later recouped) in fundraising for the Mayfair and two Bunnings barbecues, actual expenditure 

so far is $1,871. 

 Main expenditure this year has been on drill shirts for active member ($1,156)   and $1,297 on 

catering at training and a modest Christmas function ($657). 

 Membership subscriptions have raised $205. 



M i c h e l a g o  B r i g a d e  B u l l e t i n  # 1 8    2 2  M a y  2 0 1 5   P a g e  4 | 6 

 

 It has been a productive year for fundraisers with two sausage sizzles at Bunnings, one in 

September netting a $2,017 profit and January $1,017 in profit. The 2014 Mayfair BBQ made a 

profit of $809 ($1,494 in 2015). 

 

Call-out Officers: Bronwyn Gattringer reported for herself and Abby McPherson. They are pleased that 

call-outs are running smoothly, but Bronwyn reminds members to 

let her know when they’re on their way to the Shed and what 

their ETA is. If you don’t do these two things,  

 it impacts on the number of members she needs to call  

 it means that members who have sms’d her can be left at 

the shed if the trucks have left because they’ve already been crewed by members 

who have arrived without notifying her.  

She also reminds you to update her on any mobile number change. 

She invites questions about call-outs and welcomes suggestions about improving call-out procedure.  

Training Officer: Aldo Giucci gave a month-by-month account of the year’s interesting and sometimes 

challenging scenarios, a productive combination of theory and practice, and welcomed the stimulating 

discussions in briefing and debriefing sessions. He is pleased about the increasing number of new 

members at training, many of whom have gained their BF and contributed to the Brigade’s community 

and fund-raising activities. 

Equipment Officers: Derek Giucci reported for the other equipment officers (Will 

Stone, and Steve and Tim Haines) and engine keepers Steve and Tim that the 

trucks are in good order. He thanked Pride Auto for donating LED-light bars and 

work-lights, and Dave Ferris, Scott Teys and Brent Wallis for helping install them.  

He thanked the Cooma-Monaro team for the updated Cat7, which has performed 

well at incidents. 

Vice President/Acting Secretary: Leanne Pattison thanked the catering officers, the Brigade’s 

anonymous and essential photocopy fairy for all the documents, and Anna Bunston, our excellent 

secretary for two and half years despite study, family and work commitments.  

She commented on the flexible nature of task-sharing essential in an organisation with no duty 

statements for administration and staffed by volunteers with varying commitments.  

The Brigade Bulletin is fun to do, especially with photo contributions, seems to fulfil a useful function 

and will continue for the foreseeable future on the same ‘occasional’ basis.  

Team Manager: Jim Darrant circulated his detailed report on the Monaro area and explained the 

imminent, standard Constitution, with variations possible only in local brigade rules.  

Some local references in his report were:  

 the Clearview Rd evacuation plan  

 HRB plans (and a display map for the Shed, for comment) 

 Training officers’ feedback for training-needs analysis for 2015/16 
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 Congratulations to Michelago for its 2014 ACT Field Day success 

 Snowy Mountains airport airbase plans are progressing for the 2015/16 season, including pre-
positioning of fire-fighting foam and bulk water for fire-fighting aircraft during initial attack. 

 
 New shed – John Barilaro and other government representatives have been contacted; 
the land licence is still with John Holland Rail and NSW Rail; once that’s returned to Council, 
the shed will be built; Jim shares our frustration and apologised that he has not been able to 
do more; there are no alternative sites in the village.  

 

Elections Winston Phillips ran these in his usual calm, efficient manner. Thank you, Winston. 

Most of the 2014—2015 Committee was re-elected. Their names are below. 

There were a few changes: 

Duncan McNeill, our stalwart Senior Deputy Captain, did 

not stand for re-election because of work and family 

commitments in Canberra. He remains on the team as a 

Deputy Captain. Brent thanked him for his devotion to the 

Brigade over the past nine and half years. Duncan was also 

elected Vice President (nom. Leanne, sec. Brent) so will 

continue his thoughtful, helpful role on the Executive.  

 

Keith Howker was elected Senior Deputy Captain, nominated by Duncan and 

seconded by Brent. Keith now becomes the second Permit Officer, with Brent. 

Congratulations, Keith!  

 

Bronwyn Gattringer (nom. Abby, sec. Leanne) was elected to the new position of Female Safety Officer, 

created because of increasing numbers of women members. Congratulations, Bronwyn!  

Peter Butler was elected as Training Officer 2, working with Aldo in this increasingly 

large role. Peter has already contributed to training sessions since transferring to 

Michelago last November. Congratulations, Peter! 

The 2015—2016 Committee 

Captain: Brent Wallis (0418 680 205) Senior Deputy Captain: Keith Howker (0406 887 435) 

Deputy Captains: Derek Giucci, Duncan McNeill, James Byrne, Alex Milovanovic 

Callout Officers: Bronwyn Gattringer, Abby McPherson  

Catering Officers: Lauren Wallis, Abby McPherson, Bronwyn Gattringer, Alex Milovanovic  

RFSA Rep: William Stone Training Officers: Aldo Giucci, Peter Butler  

Equipment Officers: Derek Giucci, William Stone, Tim Haines 

Engine Keepers: Steve Haines, Tim Haines 

Safety Officer (female): Bronwyn Gattringer 

Safety Officer (male): Steve Haines 

Permit Officers: Brent Wallis, Keith Howker 

President: David Gattringer Treasurer: Brien Hallett                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Vice President: Duncan McNeill Secretary: Leanne Pattison   Active-member representative: Abby McPherson   Auditor: Dave Bunston                                                                                                                                                                  

Executive Committee Officers: Captain, Snr Deputy Captain, President, Secretary, Treasurer, Vice President, Active-member 
representative                                                                                                                
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A good way to end the meeting, before the BBQ. Thank you to all who attended. 

 

Next training 

Training will be on Sunday, 14 June, as it’s Queen’s Birthday weekend on the 7th.  

From the editor: Do you have any newsletter feedback, news items and/or photos? Please email them to LPatt@internode.on.net 

Disclaimer: views expressed or implied in this bulletin are not necessarily those of the MRFB Committee, wider Brigade membership or 

the RFS.  

Fire Cooma Monaro Fire Control (24 hrs) 1300 722 164 / 02 6455 0455   Emergency 000 

mailto:LPatt@internode.on.net

