~THE BRIGADE BULLETIN~
No. 12, 28 November, 2014

An occasional newsletter from the Michelago Rural Fire Brigade
ACT RFS Field & Open Day; November training; next training; Operational Brief – new and additional penalties for contravening
Total Fire Ban; fire season dates; RAFT training; welcome to new member; Tea-Tree Fire photos; Roy Rees retires; executive
highlights, including BBQ for Tea-Tree 5th anniversary & Christmas; December training details

Marvellous Michelago wins Best Overall Team at ACT RFS Field & Open Day

Dave Gattringer, Keith Howker, Alex Milovanovic, Brent Wallis, Blake Gattringer, Will Stone, Derek Giucci
At the ACT RFS Field and Open Day at Hume RFS base on 24 October, the Michelago team performed
brilliantly. They won Best Overall Team, Best Interstate Team, came first in Overall Safest Team, and in the
Heavy Tanker, Pumping and Navigation sections, and second in the Medium Tanker and the Five in Five,
which demands that the teams fight five different types of fires (oil, grass, wood, electric and fuel, i.e.
petrol/diesel) with five different pieces of equipment (rake-hoe, water, knapsack, two fire extinguishers, i.e.
foam and dry), choosing the appropriate equipment for the particular fire. Captain Brent is very proud of the
team’s skills and crucial steadiness in competition with other excellent brigades. Team photo: Kat Stone – more
photos when they’re available.
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November training

James explains Aldo and Brent’s briefing scenario.

The planned Community Fire Unit activity was postponed because not
all CFU-trained personnel for this unit were available. Instead, the 13
participants worked through a training scenario modelled on part of the
2009 Tea-Tree Fire. (See Bulletin #5 for an explanation of the CFU.)
Presuming a south-west wind, Cats 7A and 7B laid a foam line in Jinjera
Road to stop the ‘fire’ coming from near Pollard’s Lane towards the
village, while the Cat1 was laying one in Pollard’s Lane. The Cat1 crew
also checked at the end of the road on power lines, fuel loads, safe refuge and water for filling the trucks.
When Brent called a Structural Fire for Barney Turnbull’s house, Barney was already in property protection
mode with the CFU. The three trucks converged on the house to use water and foam for property protection.
After an extensive debriefing, Brent led everyone to the high point of the Tinderry-Jinderra Roads corner to
survey the lie of the land and, with the hindsight of 2009, to discuss possible fire behaviour.
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Training photos: L. Pattison

Dirty water was dumped, then, back at the shed, the trucks were refilled and equipment checked. The Stortz
tank fitting, shown above, is what you need to have on your home tank for a fire-hose to attach. You can get a
sign from the fire shed if you’d like one for your property to show fire fighters you have this facility.

Next training – see page 6 for details
December training is scheduled for Sunday 7th at 11 am. BBQ first.

Fire season dates
Present dates are 1 October to midnight on 31 March 2015. The end-date is sometimes extended, depending
on the fire risk. Fire Permits for non-Total Fire Ban days: Brent 0418 680 205 or Duncan 0402 743 894.

Remote Area Firefighting Team
At the last captains’ meeting at Cooma, Monaro captains endorsed CFC’s proposal for RAFT. If you have
Advanced Firefighter training and are interested in training for RAFT, or if you have Basic Firefighter but would
like to upgrade with a view to RAFT inclusion, please contact Brent on 0418 680 205.

Hello to new RFS member
Welcome to Peter Butler, who has recently moved to Michelago and
attended November training. Peter was formerly with the NSW Regentville
Brigade, Cumberland Zone.

Tea-Tree 5th Anniversary & Christmas Family BBQ 20 Dec – see Executive highlights p. 6.
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Tea-Tree Fire December 2009

Afterwards, on Tinderry Road and, below, a view from Clearview Hill, 18.12.2009.
Tea-Tree 5th Anniversary and Family Christmas BBQ Saturday 20 December from 3 pm Michelago Oval
Food supplied: RSVP Lauren 0402 925 529/Abby 0417 548 118 by 12 Dec. BYO drinks. All welcome.

Photos: L. Pattison
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New penalties for total fire-ban offenders

You can view all the Brigade Bulletins on the Michelago Fire Brigade link at
www.michelagoregion.org.au
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Roy, the man with the golden spanner

Louise Povey of CMFC wrote: ‘At the recent Captains Meeting, a motion was passed to present our mechanic
Roy with a small token of our appreciation on his retirement.’
Roy Rees has been the workshop foreman in charge of servicing all CMFC trucks since 1998 and also worked
on the Council fleet. Brent reports that Roy is a quiet, unassuming person who has done a wonderful job and
earned enormous respect. We wish him well for his retirement.
Roy photo: Rein Peet. Spanner photo: Langdon Gould

Executive Committee highlights – from the 21 November meeting
a) The new yellow shirts have been ordered and paid for. Brent will organise distribution.
b) Shed land: we’re still waiting for the John Holland lawyer to send the letter of agreement for the land
sale to the Council. When that happens, it’ll be all go.
c) General meetings: GMs are not mandatory: the Brigade Constitution says only that any member can
ask for a meeting, that the Secretary must then call it within 10 days and that members must be given
21 days’ notice of it. Maybe the Bulletin is providing news and presenting issues in a more convenient
way for everyone. If you want to express a view, please contact the Vice President (email at end).
d) All Brigade Bulletins have now been uploaded to the website: www.michelagoregion.org.au Look in
the Michelago Brigade link. Thanks to Jeremy Mears for website instructions.
e) ACT RFS Field & Open Day: Chris Allen and Jim Darrant appreciate our efforts and success and think us
competent to send a team to the State Exercises 2016 in Narrabri.
f) ACT Cross Border Radio Exercise 13 December, 8 to 4 at Dingo Dell. It’s a communication exercise.
Brent doesn’t yet know who should go, and selection of participants also depends on the fire weather.
g) Training has been going well. The brigade is motivated and well prepared. The crews haven’t been as
pressured as they were coming into fire season last year, when they had to deal with strike teams and
HR burns.
h) The trucks are in very good order. Tim and Steve Haines are doing a great job in the new roles of
Engine Keepers.
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i) Brien reported that the shop’s Brigade donations tin had $175.30 in October. It’s approximately the
same each year. This has been banked.
j) The Brigade will do the BBQ at the 2015 Mayfair. MRCA President, Cate Spencer, told Brent that it’s
likely the big tent won’t be required this time.
k) The Combined Tea-Tree Fire 5th Anniversary and Family Christmas BBQ will be at the Michelago Oval
on Saturday 20 December, starting at 3.00 pm. All brigades who attended the fire are invited. Meat,
bread and salads will be provided by our catering crew. BYO drinks. Santa, cricket, general holiday
relaxation. RSVP Lauren 0402 925 529 or Abby 0417 548 118 no later than 12 December.

December 7 training – 11.00 am
Aldo says training will consist of the following:
a) equipment check for all fire truck safety devices and hoses
b) emergency over-run procedures for new BF members (practical and some theory)
c) safety on the fire ground when fighting fires – theory, fuel load and radiant heat issues and practical
discussion, with possible tactics to be used
d) basic hand-signals on the fire ground – refresher exercise.

Callouts
There have been no callouts since the last Bulletin.
If you want to bring a topic to the attention of the next Executive Committee meeting, email the details
to Leanne (address at end).

Changed any of your contact details?
If you’re on a callout list, please tell Bronwyn: 0407 943 245 / bronnygatts@bigpond.com.au Please also
tell Leanne of phone, email or address changes: LPatt@internode.on.net
The 2014—2015 Committee
Captain: Brent Wallis (0418 680 205) Senior Deputy Captain: Duncan McNeill
Deputy Captains: Derek Giucci, James Byrne, Keith Howker, Alex Milovanovic
Callout Officers: Bronwyn Gattringer, Abby McPherson
Equipment Officers: Derek Giucci, William Stone
Catering Officers: Lauren Wallis, Abby McPherson, Bronwyn Gattringer, Alex Milovanovic
RFSA Rep: William Stone Training Officers: Aldo Giucci, Duncan McNeill
Equipment Officers: Derek Giucci, William Stone, Tim Haines
Engine Keepers: Steve Haines, Tim Haines
Safety Officer: Richard Stone
Permit Officers: Brent Wallis, Duncan McNeill
Treasurer: Brien Hallett
President: David Gattringer
Vice President/Acting Secretary: Leanne Pattison
Executive Co-opted Committee member 21/11/2014: Abby McPherson
Auditor: Dave Bunston
Executive Committee Officer positions: Captain, Snr Deputy Captain, President, Secretary, Treasurer, Vice President

From the editor Do you have any newsletter feedback, news items and/or photos? Please email them: LPatt@internode.on.net
Disclaimer: views expressed or implied in this bulletin are not necessarily those of the MRFB Committee, wider Brigade membership or the RFS.
Fire Cooma Monaro Fire Control (24 hrs) 1300 722 164 / 02 6455 0455 Emergency 000
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