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Call out: 
 
After a wild night of lightning and rain, 
Seven Alpha (Nick, Jeremy) responded to 
a call at 0700 on Wednesday 30 November 
from Bob M, that there was a burning tree 
on his property, struck by lightning some 
hours before. Sadly, the lightning had also 
killed a Jersey cow. The tree was 
extinguished with foam, and Alpha was 
home by 0830.           � 
 

 
Holiday plans: 
 
Members of the Colinton brigade are asked 
to inform call-out officer Noreen Clark 
(6235 9285; noreen.clark@bigpond.com) if 
they plan to be out-of-area during the 
holiday season.  
 
Any resident of the Colinton district is 
invited to let the brigade know if their 
house or property will be unattended 
during the fire season.                             �     
 
Membership: 
 
Membership: please pay by cash at 
training, or cheque to The Treasurer, 

 

� 

 

Fire Season 
 

NO FIRES  
may be lit without a permit.  

 
It is your responsibility to clean, 

clear, prepare and mow your own 
property. 

 

�   
  



Colinton Rural Fire Brigade, 88 Weemala 
Lane, Michelago NSW 2620.  
 
Membership fees: $15.00 for adults, $5.00 
for juniors. Donations are always welcome. 
Please provide a return address so a 
receipt can be mailed to you.                   �                                                                                                       
 
Round Robin: 
 
The Bredbo Round Robin planned for 
Saturday 26 November was postponed 
after a Friday night of heavy rain (Baroona 
Road received 52 mm). While Saturday 
turned into a perfect blue spring day, 
access tracks would have been impossibly 
soggy.  The Round Robin will be held in the 
new year.                                            �                                                                            
 
Fire warnings: 
 
In 2008/2009 a new category was added to 
the familiar roadside fire danger rating 
signs: catastrophic, indicated by black and 
red diagonal stripes. The categories are 
low to moderate, high, very high, severe, 
extreme, and catastrophic. 
 
The RFS description of catastrophic is:  
 
• Fires will likely be uncontrollable, 
unpredictable and very fast moving 
with highly aggressive flames 
extending high above tree tops and 
buildings. 
• Thousands of embers will be 
violently blown into and around 
homes causing other fires to start 
and spread quickly up to 20km ahead of 
the main fire. 
 
For details see:  
http://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/file_system/attac
hments/Attachment_FireDangerRating.pdf 
 
In Victoria, slightly different terms are used 
to convey the same message, with the 
highest category being code red.   � 

Death and trauma: a blunt warning 
adapted from The Age, 11 November 2011 

 
Victorians have been told that they face a 
high risk of ‘trauma, injury or death’ if they 
seek shelter in a place of last resort such 
as a local oval or a dam during an intense 
bushfire. 
 
It is the first time that Victorian fire services 
have given such an explicit warning in a 
public campaign, says Victorian Fire 
Services Commissioner Craig Lapsley.  
 
He recommends that parents remove 
children from high bushfire-risk areas 
before even the hint of fire on days 
declared extreme or code red, and he 
urges people in high-risk areas to make 
sure they have insurance coverage. 
 
A new information campaign recommends 
that residents of high fire risk areas leave 
early when a code red  fire danger rating 
has been declared, as leaving early is 
always the safest option. People should 
become familiar with the layout of their 
local area and always be aware whether a 
Total Fire Ban has been declared and what 
to do in such an event. 
 
‘We're now saying that if you are caught in 
the neighbourhood with an intense fire, that 
there's a high risk of trauma, injury and 
death,’ Mr Lapsley says. 
 
Residents face a high risk of death during 
an intense fire if they seek shelter in a 
place of last resort, even in ‘neighbourhood 
safer places’  - designated community 
areas that have a buffer zone free of 
vegetation. The Country Fire Authority 
warns these should only be used when all 
other bushfire plans have failed. 
Mr Lapsley also expressed surprise at the 
failure of some residents in high fire-risk 
areas to develop a bushfire safety plan.  
 



‘Surveys have shown that as many as 75 
per cent of people do not see the need to 
have a plan,’ he says. 
 
Nearly half of the 173 people killed in 
Victoria in 2009 were either aged under 12, 
over 70, or were suffering from a disability 
or an acute or chronic illness. 
 
Mr Lapsley says that on extreme or code 
red days, fires have the potential to be 
intense and very noisy. ‘When you're a 
young person it can be extremely scary 
and traumatic. [If] it's extreme … I'm not 
sure that you want your children to be part 
of your defence plan. They'll be exposed to 
things that will harm them long-term.’      
 
Note: a ‘code red’ fire warning in Victoria is 
equivalent to ‘catastrophic’ in NSW.        �    
      
 

Australis: 
 
A computer-based ‘bushfire simulator’ 
called Australis, originally developed by the 
Bushfire CRC is now being refined by the 
University of WA and WA Emergency 
Services (FESA) into a remarkably quick 
and flexible tool. Colinton members Jeremy 
and Nick attended a demonstration/ 
seminar at Geoscience Australia in late 
November. 
 
The simulator begins with an online map. 
The operator can then add ignition points, 
vegetation types, wind and weather 
forecasts, topography, significant assets. A 
fire (real or hypothetical) can be simulated 
and observed in varying conditions. 
 
While the simulator will never replace local 
knowledge, it would clearly be useful for 
providing advance warning of an 
approaching fire front, and for training of 
fire management authorities.  
 
At present the simulator is still in the 
development stage, and only applicable to 

Western Australia, but it is an indicator of 
future fire management.       � 
 
 

 
 

Sandra's Amsterdam Adventure 
 

 

 

� 

 
Essential numbers 

 
Emergency 000 

 
Fire: 

Cooma Monaro Fire Control  
(24 hrs) 

1 300 722 164 
02-6455 0455  

 
Fire: 

Captain and Permit Officer:  
Graham Povey 
02-6454 4150 
0419 406 908 
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Items for The Colinton Courier to Nick Goldie at 

horehound@yless4u.com.au 
02 6235 9190 

by the first Saturday each month, or to any 
Committee member. For production assistance we 

are grateful to: 
 

 
 

and to  
 

 
 

The Colinton Courier is also available at 

www.michelagoregion.org.au 
Views expressed in The Colinton Courier  are not 
necessarily those of the editor, the Brigade, or the 

RFS. 
 

� 

 

 
TOBANS: 
 
When a Total Fire Ban (‘TOBAN’) is declared: 
 

No fire may be lit in the open and all Fire 
Permits are immediately suspended. This 
includes the use of incinerators and solid 
fuel barbecues. 
 
You may use a gas or electric barbecue, 
but only if: 
• It is on a residential property within 20 
metres of the house or 
• It is a permanent fixture within a picnic 
area managed by Council, National Parks 
or Forests NSW  
• It is under the direct control of a 
responsible adult 
• There is a clear area for 2 metres around 
the barbecue 
• You have an immediate and continuous 
supply of water. 

 
Penalties for lighting a fire on a day of 
Total Fire Ban can include a fine of 
$100,000 and 14 years 
imprisonment.           � 

 
 
 

 
 

Sandra’s Alpine Adventure 
 

Training: 
 
The Colinton Brigade conducts training 
every month on the second Saturday, at 
two o’clock, at the Station at Colinton.   
Everyone is welcome. If possible, crews 
are asked to arrive at 1330 to check the 
trucks before training.  
 
The Junior brigade is in action, once a 
month on the second Thursday of the 
month. Contact Michael Burton (0407 003 
392) for details.                                        �                        
 


