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Call out:
The brigade was called out to a grass fire on
Saturday 30 January. The following account is
from Jeremy:

“Fire SE of Weemala Lane:
”The pagers went off at approx 1:30pm
with a grass fire heading south up a hill and
down the other side towards the railway
track. Wind direction was north to
northwest at about fifteen km/h. Flame
heights were mostly under a metre, so a
direct attack was started.

Railway fire: Sandra and Kim on Bravo
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“Colinton Seven Alpha (Bob, and later
Martin, Ray, Brian) was first on scene and
worked down very steep country to the
south west flank near the railway. Charlie
(Michael, Graham, Jeremy) headed along
the western edge heading south toward the
railway, while Bravo (Justin, Lynette, John,
Sandra, Kim, Tony R, Graham B.) went as
far as possible down the south east flank in
a gully to work that edge.
“Access was difficult on the eastern and
southern flanks due to steep country. One
(Noreen, Barry, Daniel) was on property
protection and quickly went to work on the
northern flank near the owner’s sheds.
“Michelago One worked along the north
west edge to contain the fire there.
”The trucks couldn't get to the firefront
directly so had to use many lengths of
hose to attack the fire. Charlie at one stage
had over 120m of hose out and the other
trucks about the same. This makes very
hard work for crews who had to drag the
hoses up and down the steep hill to attack
the firefront.

edge before we could leave it for the night
… lots of dragging around very long and
very heavy hoses up and down the hill to
wet down burning logs and trees.
“Most trucks were back home by 8pm.
Follow-up checks continued to Tuesday
2nd February before the fire was declared
officially out.”

Membership:
Membership: please pay by cash at
training, or cheque to The Treasurer,
Colinton Rural Fire Brigade, 88 Weemala
Lane, Michelago NSW 2620. Membership
fees: $15.00 for adults, $5.00 for juniors.
Donations are always welcome. Please
provide a return address so a receipt can
be mailed to you.

Training:
Railway fire: looking south west to the
burned hillside …
”Benny arrived in a grader to run a
containment line along the northern and
western flank but came a cropper on the
steep hill and tipped the grader on its side.
Thankfully, he was not hurt. and the grader
was recovered later.
”The fire was contained quickly on the
northern and western flanks but was more
challenging on the southern and eastern
flanks due to shifting winds, scrub and
difficult access.
“Water refill was at Baroona Dam for the
trucks on the northern flanks, and with the
invaluable assistance of a local resident
(Mick) who used his 1000l tank to refill
Charlie and Alpha along the railway. This
made it possible to continue to fight flareups without having to leave the fireground.
”Once the fire edge was contained there
was a lot of blacking out to do near the

The Colinton Brigade conducts training
every month on the second Saturday, at
two o’clock, at the Station at Colinton.
Everyone is welcome.
The Junior brigade is in action, every
second Thursday night. Contact Bob
Morison or Tony Campbell for details.



Training (2):
The Basic Firefighter course scheduled for
Nimmitabel 18, 20 and 21 February is
being re-scheduled to take place in the
Smith's Road or Michelago brigade areas.
The exact dates, times and location will be
determined after consultation with local
crews.
See the Monaro RFS website for details,
www.monarorfs.org.au, also other courses
including Crew Leader (Cooma, March),
Leadership Development (Coffs Harbour,
Katoomba, March), Media Liaison Officer
(Orange, May and June.) See also
information about the exercise ‘South 6’ at
Gundagai.

On Friday 30 April 2010 to Sunday 2 May
2010 vehicles from all District, Team and
Zones of Region South will come together
to participate in the annual Region South
Exercise ‘South 6’.
This exercise will be held in the Gundagai
Showground area with all crews needing to
be in place by the afternoon of the 30th. 


Items for The Colinton Courier to Nick Goldie at
horehound@yless4u.com.au
02 6235 9190
by the first Saturday each month, or to any
Committee member. For production assistance we
are grateful to:
*Noel Teys Real Estate 0428 625 307
and

Debrief: Jeremy in Training Officer mode
The Colinton Courier is also available at
www.michelagoregion.org.au/bushfire/brigades.htm

For sale

Views expressed in The Colinton Courier are not
necessarily those of the editor, the Brigade, or the
RFS.

Mazda 323 4-door saloon, red, 1983, Rego
to 12/10, good tyres, goes well. $500.oo.



First Aid course for Michelago:
A Red Cross First Aid course is being
planned for Michelago and district, if there
is sufficient interest – a minimum of eight
participants.
Details from Sue Drew, 02 6235 9142 or
0400 461 170. 
Classic wooden desk, 4 drawers, suit
student, home office. $40.oo.
Phone 02 6235 9190.

Training (3):
The regular monthly brigade training in
February took the form of a debrief
following the Railway fire. Members who
attended the fire discussed the particular
problems of fires in steep and inaccessible
country, and following discussion, held a
hands-on session around the trucks,
looking at pumps, hoses, and other
equipment which had worked well … or
not.


More information, or to arrange an
assessment for your property, call
02 8741 4955 or 02 6455 0455
or email aider@rfs.nsw.gov.au



REDiPLAN:
Emergency REDiPLAN is an initiative of
the Australian Red Cross. It is a community
information program to help people,
especially those with disabilities, their
families and carers, prepare for, respond to
and recover from emergencies.
An important part of REDiPLAN is the fourpart plan: find out about emergency
services in your area; prepare an
emergency plan; prepare an emergency
kit; and get to know your neighbours.
Details from www.redcross.org.au or local
Red Cross representative Sue Drew, 02
6235 9142 or 0400 461 170.



Essential numbers

Debrief: Sally and Noreen
We can help …:
In 2009 the RFS launched the AIDER
program, Assistance for the Infirm,
Diasabled and Elderly Residents. AIDER is
a one-off free service to eligible residents
who live on bush-fire prone land, and who
receive only limited support from family or
friends.
AIDER does work to reduce fire risk, such
as clearing gutters, thinning vegetation,
removing leaf and tree debris, trimming
branches from around the home, mowing
or slashing long grass. The RFS has its
own skilled and fully equipped teams to do
this work.

Emergency

000

Fire:
Cooma Monaro Fire Control
(24 hrs)
1 300 722 164
02-6455 0455
Fire:
Captain and Permit Officer:
Graham Povey
02-6454 4150
0419 406 908



