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While Daddy is working underneath, who 
is at the controls …? 
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Call out: 
 
Mid-afternoon on Sunday 17 May, 
Colinton and Bredbo members were 
assisting with clearing up after the Safer 
Sheds Open Day at Ingelara, when there 
was a pager call for a fire “somewhere 
between Cooma and Bredbo”.  Colinton 
Seven Bravo  (Graham, Jeremy) and 
Seven Charlie  (Michael, Andrew B, Bob 
M) joined several Bredbo trucks heading 
doen the Highway. The fire turned out to 
be in a steep grassy area opposite the 
Bunyan air-field, apparently started when 
fence clearing operations escaped. The 
blaze was contained by late afternoon.  
 
On Thursday 11 June, Captain Graham 
investigated a substantial smoke sighting 
along Bumbalong Road.  The fire turned 
out to be a domestic burn-off, well under 
control, but served as a reminder to land-
owners to notify neighbours and the 
Brigade, before undertaking any sort of 
burn large enough to be visible.        �                      
 
Safer Sheds Open Day: 
 
Sunday 17 May started foggy, and turned 
into a fine day ideal for a Safer Sheds 
Open Day.  
 
The Brigade had learned in December 
that the application for grant funds to hold 
the Open Day had been successful. A 
steering committee from Colinton and 
Bredbo Brigades was formed, and 
decided on the format for the Open Day. 
 
It was to be held on the property 
“Ingelara”, just north of Colinton. The 
format was described by one person as 
being  “like a country show” with a variety 
of stalls or demonstrations, and the public 
being free to move around the area, 
enjoy a barbecue, and view the 
demonstrations. 



One innovation was the ‘Safety Passport’, 
on which all the demonstrations were 
listed, and as the passport-holder visited, 
each stall, the passport was stamped. On 
the next page of the passport was  an 
identical list, with the suggestion that the 
holder check their own shed at home. 
Star of the show was the ‘handling and 
use of explosives’ demonstration, put on 
by Brigade member Bob Leeson of 
Tableland Explosives. His show included 
every sort of explosive that you might find 
in a farm shed, old or new; and smoke, 
flames and bangs from explosive little 
and large. A particularly gruesome exhibit 
was what happens to a human hand 
(convincingly constructed from a latex 
glove full of sausage meat) when it is 
holding a detonator – which detonates. 
 
 

 
 

Asbestos Man at Ingelara 
 
Bredbo Captain Sparky and his crew 
were also stars, with an assemblage of 
heavy and dangerous farm machinery 
and some tellingly-placed perils: the little 
girl told to stay out of the way in the cabin 
of the excavator, while Daddy is 

underneath, on his back, tinkering with 
the treads. Don’t touch any levers, little 
girl … ooops. Squashed Daddy.  
 
Mick Holton and Steve Knowles from Dry 
Plains had an effective exhibit on the 
dangers of asbestos: what it looks like, 
what you can do about it, what are the 
basic safety measures including 
breathing apparatus and a ‘space suit’. 
 
The Cooma communications bus was on 
hand, with Comms manager Heather 
Jauncey a very effective announcer and 
MC. 
 
And of course, the cooks: Julith and her 
assistants with the Colinton catering 
trailer, Scotty and his crew with the 
Bredbo trailer. There was an abundance 
of good food … 
 
Sadly, attendance was not what had 
been hoped for. The large number of 
Brigade members however had a good 
day out, and went home with new 
information. The Brigades are very 
grateful to all those who helped on the 
day, and in the weeks of preparation. � 
 
 
Report from Boise, Idaho:  
Goats, Smokejumpers and Cheat 
Grass (Part 2 of 2). 
 
Sandra writes: Boise in situated in a 
grass and sage brush plain with steep 
foothills leading up into mountains. The 
climate is similar to the Monaro with hot 
dry summers and cold winters. Most new 
housing is concentrated on or near the 
foothills with properties concentrated on 
the tops of ridgelines - very exposed to 
the fast grass fires that occur. 
 
An added problem for Boise is that grass 
fires are followed by mudslides caused by 
heavy rain washing the exposed soil off 
the surrounding foothills. 
 
Fire authorities have started a firewise 
campaign to get property owners to 



prepare for fires. After trying various 
different approaches the Fire Department 
released a herd of goats into the grassed 
areas surrounding houses, both to eat 
down the grass and raise awareness of 
the issue. They used goats – it is said - 
because local ranchers would have shot 
sheep or rustled any cattle. 
There were many great conference 
presentations, many showing that the 
same issues with fire crop up worldwide 
and most are related in some way to 
“people problems”. 
 
There was also time for a fair amount of 
hiking and sightseeing and cultural 
events such an ice hockey match. This 
was fast and exciting but bewildering not 
knowing the rules, (which given the 
amount of fighting, collisions and general 
mayhem seemed minimal.) 
 
Thanks must go to Mikel who did an 
amazing job of organising the conference 
and to Jerry and Dana, of the local fire 
service .  Thanks also to Tony Jarrett 
from NSW RFS for rallying the Australian 
troops together. 
 

 
 

Bredbo 6 always a centre of attention 

Training:  
 
The Colinton Brigade conducts training 
every month on the second Saturday, at 
2.00 pm at the Station at Colinton. 
Everyone is welcome. 
 
If possible, crews are asked to arrive 
at 1330 (1.30 pm) to check the trucks 
before training.                                    �    

 
 

 
 

Bredbo 6 in full spray mode 
(pic by SL) 

 
 
Aphorisms from the fire ground:  
 

- If it looks stupid, but works, it is not 
stupid. 

- Never work at a fire with someone 
braver than you. 

- If an item is hard to get, be sure to 
grab three of them. 

- Never forget: your equipment was 
made by the lowest bidder. 

- All fire fronts one hour away will 
arrive in thirty minutes 



 
 

Kids stuff – one use for a fire hose 
(pic by SL) 
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Items for The Colinton Courier to Nick Goldie at 
nickgoldie@bigpond.com 

02 6235 9190 
by the first Saturday each month, or to any 

Committee member. For production assistance we 
are grateful to: 

 

 
and to 

 M & T MOTORS 

 24 Hour Towing - Mechanical Repairs 

6452 5250 – 0414 484 180 

 
The Colinton Courier is also available at 

www.michelagoregion.org.au 
Views expressed in The Colinton Courier are not 

necessarily those of the editor, the Brigade, or the 
RFS.  
 

� 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

� 

 
Essential numbers 

Emergency 000 
 
 

Fire: 
Cooma Monaro Fire Control  

(24 hrs) 
1 300 722 164 
02-6455 0455  

 
Fire: 

Captain and Permit Officer:  
Graham Povey 
02-6454 4150 
0419 406 908 
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Special effects by Tablelands Explosives 
(pic by SL) 

 
 


