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Call out:
Early afternoon on Thursday 17 October
there was a pager call for the immediate
72-hour deployment of a strike team to
the Sydney fires. After some busy
telephone work, it was decided that Kim,
Andrew and Nick were able to go, and
were on stand-by with packed bags. Nick
reports on his own experience:
We were eventually on the road at 0730
on Friday morning, meeting the rest of
the convoy at Michelago Fire Station.
The Monaro Strike Team consisted of
trucks, crews or individuals from Cooma,
Dalgety, Smiths Road, Berridale, Bredbo,
Michelago and Colinton, with Shannons
Flat Captain Clunie in a white vehicle as
OIC. The Colinton crew was in the
comparative luxury of our new Seven
Charlie.

Back-burning near Yerrinbool
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After some hours driving, and a stop for
burgers and coffee, the team arrived at
Mittagong fire station shortly after noon.
Listening to ABC radio it was clear that
there were multiple fires burning, with
highway closures and property damage.
The Picton Road to Wollongong was
closed, with a fire threatening a colliery,
so it was there we were sent with some
urgency.
Arriving at the colliery gates, it was found
that we were needed at Yerrinbool, so we
headed back north along the deserted
Picton Road to Wilton and Yerrinbool …
where we waited. Clunie talked to a
reporter from the Illawarra Mercury.
After a while, the convoy headed off
again, this time through a gate into a
forested area bounded on one side by
the main railway line, and about five
kilometers east the Nepean River. Our

task was to back-burn eastwards from the
railway.

Once again it was the Picton Road,
where the fire was still threatening the
colliery. A previous crew had backburned along a forest track northwards,
and our task was to make sure that every
hot-spot was extinguished. There was a
major blaze just to our west, and a
forecast of strong west or north-westerly
winds.
Colinton Seven Charlie, being a new
truck, has a 60m active line (hose), so we
took this as our limit, and in company with
two other trucks spent hours putting out
hot-spots, mainly stumps and fallen logs
alongside the road. First Andrew then
Kim had close encounters with large
brown snakes, huddling under logs.

Reporter Angela talks to Strike Team
leader Clunie

This went on until ten o’çlock, when we
formed convoy and headed to Robertson,
nearly an hour’s drive. Once again, an
imposing building in the antique style, this
time associated with the Franciscan order
of monks, Fountaindale Grand Manor,
advertised as a perfect venue for
weddings. To bed by one o’clock.

At one in the morning we were stood
down and set off in convoy to our
planned accommodation, where we
arrived at around two. It was an imposing
building, said to be a nunnery, and at the
door was a rather distressed Sister Rae,
in a pink dressing gown, who had no idea
that we were coming and had only six
folding beds. General suppressed rage …
then the sisters got going, and by three
a.m. everyone was allocated a bed (in my
case, in Sister Rae’s office, where there
was also a hot shower.)
Toast and muesli, tea and boiled eggs
made a welcome breakfast, and
conversation with the other boarders, a
party of Sydney ladies on a yoga retreat,
who wished us well. Then we were on the
road again, to Mittagong, where we
waited, sitting on milk crates in the yard.
We were served rather good beef
stroganoff, in plastic punnets, at noon.
And then back to the fire ground.

Kim, keeping up crew morale …

And up again at six, for breakfast, and
departure planned for seven. Heading out
to Yerrinbool again, we were given the
task of securing the perimeter as far east
as the river, which is at the foot of a very
steep escarpment. The bigger trucks
(Category Ones) patrolled the flat upland,
the Sevens the higher slopes, Nines the
lower slopes, and the final steep section
done by hand, rake-hoe and driptorch.
Colinton’s Andrew found himself
seconded to National Parks, to assist with
the hard manual labour, while Nick and
Kim were given an area towards the top
of the escarpment where small steep
cliffs tumbled through thick scrub down
into the spectacular gully. This area had
to be carefully burned back, and then
extinguished, anticipating the arrival of
the main fire front.
There was a sudden radio call in late
evening: “please return to the top of the
track, and do a detailed inventory of
every moveable item in and on your
truck. You are being sent home in the
morning, but the truck is staying for use
by a Victorian crew.”
This done, the convoy wended its way
back to Mittagong, first to the Fire Station,
then to a large Base Camp set up in
military style on a playing field: a huge
mess tent, and rows of ten-man tents
containing stretchers. Each of us was
given a sleeping-bag, a pillow, a towel,
and a little package of soap and items of
“dental hygiene”. It was a dry camp, but
some of the trucks parked outside the
camp perimeter had taken provision for
the night, and some cheerful friendships
resulted. And in the morning, a bus
home.
Thanks to Michael B for the following
account of phase 2 of the operation:

Lunchtime on Sunday 27 October
Colinton 7 Charlie (Bob M, Karl, Michael
B) left Colinton station for Michelago to

join the strike team: trucks from Cooma,
Numeralla, Jindabyne, and Michelago.
We drove to Pheasants Nest and then in
convoy to the huge staging area at
Penrith (next to the Penrith Leagues
Club). There were mobile showers and
toilet facilities and ten large marquees.
The trucks were refueled and we were
issued a sleeping bag, pillow and towel
and told to find a tent. Breakfast and
dinner were at the Leagues Club and we
were to be at the trucks at 0630.
Monday 28 October the strike team
assembled at 0630 as instructed and
waited for 45 minutes, when we drove for
90 minutes, through Windsor to the Putty
Road and a staging area called Tari
Springs. We were told that we would be
going along the “rough” Elam track (in
fact it was better than Poveys Road). We
were to back-burn then completely black
out a minimum of 30 metres in.
The team had to back-burn some three
kilometers. This was done by 1800, when
we were assembled to take over from the
Hunter team back burning along the Putty
Road. We were told that we had 2.5km to
burn in controlled sections (and don’t
melt the bitumen!) Before this was done
we were told to leave it for the night shift,
drove back to Tinda staging area leaving
the trucks, and were taken back to
Penrith by bus, arriving at 2130.
Tuesday 29 October At 0830 the bus
departed for Tinda. We collected our
trucks and proceeded to Wallaby Swamp
track. Because of the dryness and
increasing wind we were told not to back
burn but mop up from the previous days
burn.
Eleven km on the very rough Wallaby
Swamp track cost us more than an hour.
We reached our start point just in time for
lunch, then began the mop up, while
Jindabyne NIne was tasked to look after
a bulldozer. About an hour later there
were warnings of high winds and lighting

strikes, and all strike teams were told to
get out and assemble on the Putty Road.
Another hour of driving on the rough track
got us to the Putty Road where we sat in
the rain while the powers-that-be decided
what to do next: back to Tinda staging
area, and wait, then bus back to Penrith
by 1800.
Wednesday 30 October, It rained all night
in the mountains, so we were told at 0830
we were going home. The Monaro drivers
were taken by bus, back to Tinda staging
to collect our trucks and then back to
Penrith to collect our crew and gear (a
nice three hour round trip). We drove in
convoy out of Sydney, said our farewells
at Marulan and Charlie was back in the
shed by 1800.
***
Late morning on Friday 25 October, there
was a pager call for an MVA. According
to the radio, a single vehicle was overturned near Bumbalong Road, with a
trapped occupant. Seven Alpha (Michael,
Nick) and Bravo (Graham) were quickly
on the road. Nothing was found at
Bumbalong Road – it turned out that a
local resident, calling Triple Zero, had
intended to say “Baroona Road”. On the
corner block a single car had left the
Highway, gone underneath the fence,
and come to rest twenty metres into the
paddock. The driver needed medical
attention, and was taken away by
ambulance. In attendance were: two SES
vehicles, two police cars, three
ambulances, and two fire trucks.
***
Mid-afternoon on Friday 8 November,
crews were called to a fire at Kelly’s
Road, just north of Michelago. A boat
trailer had lost a wheel and set fire to the
grassy verge of the highway. Seven
Alpha (Tanya, Nick) and Bravo (Graham,
Barry) were soon on the way. At the
scene a number of members of the
public, including an RFS member from
Jindabyne, were doing a good job of
extinguishing the fire with green branches

and strips of carpet. Two Michelago
trucks and one from the ACT joined in,
the fire was quickly extinguished, and the
Colinton trucks were home by 1630,
leaving Michelago to the essential task of
mopping up in the very high wind. 
Membership:
Membership: please pay by cash at training, or cheque to The
Treasurer, Colinton Rural Fire Brigade, 88 Weemala Lane,
Michelago NSW 2620.
Membership fees: $20.00 for adults, $5.00 for juniors.
Donations are always welcome. Please provide a return
address so a receipt can be mailed to you.



Essential numbers
Emergency

000

Fire:
Cooma Monaro Fire Control
(24 hrs)
1 300 722 164
02-6455 0455
Fire:
Captain and Permit Officer:
Graham Povey
02-6454 4150
0419 406 908



Items for The Colinton Courier to Nick Goldie at
horehound@yless4u.com.au
02 6235 9190
by the first Saturday each month, or to any Committee
member. For production assistance we are grateful to:

and to

M & T MOTORS
24 Hour Towing - Mechanical Repairs
6452 5250 – 0414 484 180
The Colinton Courier is also available at
www.michelagoregion.org.au
Views expressed in The Colinton Courier are not necessarily
those of the editor, the Brigade, or the RFS.


