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Open Day: testing the wind speed 
(Photos by Sandra, Jeremy) 
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Call out: 
 
A strong westerly wind was blowing early 
in the afternoon of Sunday 6 October. 
Listening to the brigade radio, it was clear 
that there was a serious fire near 
Shannons Flat. It was described as 
having a fast-moving front of 800 metres, 
and “going like a train”. The Shannons 
Flat brigade was in property protection 
mode, and was being joined by units from 
Bredbo, Cooma, and NSW Fire and 
Rescue. Officer in charge was Group 
Captain Ross Sherlock. 
 

 
  

Sandra at the Marrarhoon fire 
 
Shortly before three o’clock, a pager call 
came for the Colinton brigade. 
 
Seven Alpha (Jeremy, Sandra, Nick) was 
soon on the road, and passed the station 
just ahead of Bravo (Graham, Rowan), 
Charlie (Bob, Michael, Jacqui) and One 



(Barry, Kieran, Tanya). Other members 
(including Martin, Gill and Tony) were on 
stand-by. 
 
To reach what was called the Marrarhoon 
Fire, the trucks followed Billilingara Road 
off the highway, then south along 
Shannons Flat Road, and west on 
Muddah Lake Road. Flames had reached 
to within 50 metres of the home of 
Shannons Flat captain Clunie, but heavy 
earth-moving equipment had been 
brought into action and a containment 
line was being formed.  
 
Jeremy joined Graham and Rowan in 
Bravo, and the three Sevens were told to 
maintain a patrol along the south-western 
edge of the fire. The dozer track was not 
suitable for the Cat One, so it was 
detailed to property protection. By late 
evening the fire was surrounded, with 
about a hundred hectares burned, but no 
loss of assets.  
 
Crews were stood down as the sun set 
and the evening chill set in. Colinton 
crews were home in time to see the last 
few minutes of the NRL Grand Final. � 
 

 
Open Day: 
 
State-wide RFS Open Day was held on 
Saturday 28 September. While the 
Colinton Fire Station received only a few 
visitors, brigade members were present 
in force for a BBQ and social gathering, 
as well as some useful housework and 
maintenance. 
 
 A fire truck parked by the highway, with 
big Open Day banners, let the passing 
traffic know what was going on.  
 
Unfortunately, Saturday was a day of 
extreme winds, so outdoor activities were 
put on hold, while members were grateful 
for the shelter of the training room.  � 
 

 
 

Open Day: dressing Seven Alpha 
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Essential numbers 

 
Emergency 000 

 
Fire: 

Cooma Monaro Fire Control  
(24 hrs) 

1 300 722 164 
02-6455 0455  

 
Fire: 

Captain and Permit Officer:  
Graham Povey 
02-6454 4150 
0419 406 908 
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Snakes on the move:  
 
A story in the Cooma-Monaro Express (3 
October) quoted the NSW Ambulance 
service on the subject of snakes. 
 
“Snakes are on the move, looking for food 
and a mate after their winter hibernation. 
Their movements are reflected in an 
increase in ambulance callouts in the past 
month. 
 
“Between July 1 and September 29, 
paramedics attended 38 Triple Zero (000) 
calls for snake bites, and 74 calls for 
spider bites. 
 
“The NSW Office of Environment and 
Heritage advised snakes were not 
naturally aggressive and always preferred 
to retreat. 
 
“They would only attack humans if hurt, 
provoked or cornered – most bites 
occurred when people tried to kill or 
capture snakes. 
 
“If people come across a snake in the 
bush, they are advised to back slowly 
away and leave the snake alone. Around 
the home, remove piled up debris from 
the yard and keep lawns mowed to 
reduce the potential for reptilian surprises. 
 
“The Australian Reptile Park & Wildlife 
Sanctuary advises that, if bitten by a 
snake, under no circumstances should a 
person try to catch the reptile for its 
venom. 
 
“Hospitals have venom detection kits, and 
will be able to test the bite site, determine 
the species of snake, and administer the 
anti-venom. Meanwhile, redback spider 
activity is also expected to pick up after 
their winter hibernation. 
 
“In the event of a snake or spider bite, 
people are advised to call Triple Zero 
(000) and ask for an ambulance. “ 
 

� 

 

In the Colinton area, we are fortunate in 
having two trained snake “removalists” 

who can humanely remove problem 
snakes from home or shed.  

 
If possible, keep an eye on the snake, 

and call: 
 

Gill Robinson 0400 356 645  
or 

Michael Burton 0407 003 392 
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On the perimeter at Marrarhoon 
 
 
Membership: 
 
Membership: please pay by cash at 
training, or cheque to The Treasurer, 
Colinton Rural Fire Brigade, 88 Weemala 
Lane, Michelago NSW 2620.  
Membership fees: $20.00 for adults, 
$5.00 for juniors.  
Donations are always welcome. Please 
provide a return address so a receipt can 
be mailed to you.                                               �                                                                    



 
     

 
 

Getting directions from Above … 
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Reminder: 
 

The official Bushfire Danger 
Season opened on  

1 October.  
This means that  

 
NO FIRES 

 
may be lit without a permit.  

 
All permits are revoked on days 

when there is a  
Total Fire Ban. 
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Items for The Colinton Courier to Nick Goldie at 
horehound@yless4u.com.au 

02 6235 9190 
by the first Saturday each month, or to any 

Committee member. For production assistance we 
are grateful to: 

 

 
 

and to 

 M & T MOTORS 

 24 Hour Towing - Mechanical Repairs 

6452 5250 – 0414 484 180 
 

The Colinton Courier is also available at 
www.michelagoregion.org.au 

Views expressed in The Colinton Courier  are not 
necessarily those of the editor, the Brigade, or the RFS. 
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TOBAN: 
 
The first Total Fire Ban of the season 
was declared for Thursday 10 October, 
when winds were predicted to gust up to 
110 km/h, and temperatures to reach 
27C with low humidity.  
 
The Fire Danger rating was Very High. In 
the ACT, there was also a Total Fire Ban, 
with a Fire Danger rating of Severe. 
 
ABC radio Triple Six, broadcasting from 
Canberra, is to be commended for stating 
that there were Total Fire Bans in force 
for “the ACT as well as surrounding areas 
of New South Wales.”  Many residents in 
the north of the Monaro do listen to ABC 
radio, and in the past there have been 
cases where fires were lit, despite a 
TOBAN in NSW, when there were no 
restrictions in the ACT.       � 


