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Grass fire near Ingelara hill 
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Call out: 

 
Shortly after lunch time on Sunday 18 
November, there was a smoke sighting at 
the foot of Ingelara Hill.  A pager call had 
a good response, with the three Cat 
Sevens  in action: Charlie (Graham, 
Tony, Gill), Bravo (Barry, Jacqui, Daniel) 
and  Alpha (Michael, Bob, Jeremy). The 
small grass fire was under control by mid-
afternoon and crews were soon home.      
 

 
 

Checking for fuel leaks … 
 
On Monday 26 November, a pager call 
came in mid-afternoon for a motor vehicle 
accident.  Captain Graham was first on 
scene in Charlie, with Alpha (Sandra, 
Jeremy, Nick) close behind. The accident 
had occurred on a dirt road off the 
highway, also at the foot of Ingelara Hill: 



 

 

a twin-cab ute with five young people 
aboard had left the road and rolled. The 
vehicle was extensively damaged, and 
ambulance officers treated the driver for 
a blow to the head.                                �     
 

 
 

Gill at the grass fire 
 

 

Essential bushfire safety: 
(A review of this book appeared in the 
Courier for October. We will publish 
excepts.) 
 
How bushfire destroys houses (part 1) –  
 
There are three core vulnerable areas of 
a house: ceiling space; windows; 
subfloor. Building damage is caused by: 
fire; wind. 
 
Bushfire ignites buildings with: 

(1) flying sparks, embers, firebrands 
and burning debris (most 
commonly) 

(2) direct flames 
(3) radiant heat (rarely). 
 

1. Sparks, embers and burning debris 
can: 
- get inside the ceiling space, igniting 
rafters and highly flammable dust; 
develop quickly if the space contains 
stored goods, birds’ nests, or is very 
dusty; build up heat until flammable 
gases are produced that lift off the roof; 
the ceiling collapses and the whole 
house flares up in flames; smoulder 
slowly on rafters if the space is clean, 
and take hours to become volatile. 
- blow through broken windows and 
under doors; ignite curtains that send 
flames quickly to the ceiling; land on and 
ignite carpets, furniture, bedding, papers; 
flames then move through clothes 
cupboards, plastics, kitchen, laundry. 
- lodge in cracks in timber walls. 
- infiltrate through vents; smoulder until a 
flame from them flares up the wall cavity. 
- blow under the house; burn dry grass or 
stored goods, spread fire floorboards and 
frame. 
- land on and ignite doormats, sending 
sparks under the door. 
- lodge in rough gaps between deck 
timbers. 
- catch in creepers on walls and 
pergolas, endangering the timber 
beneath them. 
 
Embers, showering in their hundreds of 
thousands each moment, are whirled 
many metres ahead of flame. Firebrands 
can comfortably fly 10 km and have been 
registered at 35 km. 
 
(Excerpts by permission of publisher. To 
be continued …)                                     
 
Essential Bushfire Safety Tips by Joan 
Webster (CSIRO 2012) is available in 
Cooma from Monaro Books and Music.                  
�  
 
 

Training: 

 



 

 

The Colinton Brigade conducts training 
every month on the second Saturday, at 
two o’clock, at the Station at Colinton.   
Everyone is welcome. If possible, crews 
are asked to arrive at 1330 (1.30 pm) to 
check the trucks before training.  
 
Community awareness for children is in 
action again, on the third Thursday of the 
month, at Colinton Fire Station for an 
informal hour or so, from 1900 (7 pm).  
Contact Michael Burton (0407 003 
392).               �  
 

Membership: 
 
Membership: please pay by cash at 
training, or cheque to The Treasurer, 
Colinton Rural Fire Brigade, 88 Weemala 
Lane, Michelago NSW 2620.  
Membership fees: $15.00 for adults, 
$5.00 for juniors. Donations are always 
welcome.  
 
Please provide a return address so a 
receipt can be mailed to you.                     �    

                                                                                                    
 

 
 

Sandra on scene ... 

 

Fire tornado: 

from ABC Canberra News 

The world's first confirmed case of a fire 
tornado has been documented by 
Canberra researchers, using evidence 
collected from the devastating 2003 
Canberra bushfires. 

Researchers have long speculated about 
the ability of a fire to produce a tornado, 
but until now they have not been able to 
scientifically prove it. The study involved 
collecting a vast quantity of evidence 
from the Canberra bushfires and has 
been published in the scientific journal 
Natural Hazards. 

Lead researcher Rick McRae says the 
fire tornado formed in the ranges west of 
Canberra before pushing into the city's 
suburbs. 

"The one that we looked at showed that 
as it approached the edge of Canberra, 
its basal diameter was nearly half a 
kilometre, and the damage indicates that 
the horizontal wind speeds around it 
were in excess of 250 kilometres per 
hour," he says. 

"There is also a vertical wind in it at 
150kph." 

He says tornados are different to the 
whirls often associated with fires. 

"The fire whirl is attached to the hot 
ground," he says. "A fire tornado, like a 
true tornado, is attached to the underside 
of a thunderstorm." 

Mr McRae says the study provides 
crucial information on fire behaviour.  

"Our analysis indicates that the tornado 
had an intensity rating of at least two out 
of five," he says. "It had major effects on 
the behaviour of the fire on the urban 
edge and had enough force to remove 
roofs from houses and to blow cars off 
the road. 



 

 

"It's given us an ability to recreate the 
behaviour of this thing and for the 
science community, document what a fire 
tornado may actually be."                      �  

 

Festive season (1): 

 
The brigade held an end-of-year function 
at the home of Nick and Jenny on 
Baroona Road, following training on 
Saturday 8

th
 December. Some three 

dozen people, mainly members, enjoyed 
a BBQ, and sat yarning under the old 
apple box until well into the night.  � 
 

Festive season (2): 

 
Brigade members are asked to let the 
Captain or one of the Deputies know 
about festive season plans, especially 
their availability on the days between 
Christmas and New Year. 
 
Residents are reminded that if they plan 
to be away during this period, they 
should let their neighbours know when 
no-one is at home … just to be on the 
safe side.   
 
And – especially if the weather looks 
nasty – let your local fire brigade know, 
so that they can keep an eye on 
unattended property.                             � 
 

 
   

rough country on Ingelara Hill 

 

Festive season (3): 

We wish all our members and friends a 

happy and safe festive season!  
� 
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Essential numbers 
Emergency 000 

Fire: 
Cooma Monaro Fire Control  

(24 hrs) 
1 300 722 164 
02-6455 0455  

 
Fire: 

Captain and Permit Officer:  
Graham Povey 
02-6454 4150 
0419 406 908 
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Items for The Colinton Courier to Nick Goldie at 
horehound@yless4u.com.au 

02 6235 9190 
by the first Saturday each month, or to any 

Committee member. For production assistance 
we are grateful to: 

 

 
 

and to 

 M & T MOTORS 

 24 Hour Towing - Mechanical Repairs 

6452 5250 – 0414 484 180 
 

The Colinton Courier is also available at 

www.michelagoregion.org.au 
Views expressed in The Colinton Courier are not 
necessarily those of the editor, the Brigade, or the 

RFS. 
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