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Call out:
On Friday 20 July, a grass fire near
Michelago was reported to Triple Zero.
Seven Alpha (Nick, Gary) and One
(Graham) responded, but were stood down
before reaching the scene as the landowner had extinguished the fire.

Fire, climate and weather:
Climate scientists are in no doubt that
human activities can and do affect the
climate. An important message is that the
effects of climate change will not be a
simple uniform warming around the globe.
It has already been seen that the poles are
warming more quickly than the tropics. So
what can residents of the Monaro expect?

Refilling One after training
Committee 2011-2012:
Fire Captain: Graham Povey
Senior Deputy: Nick Goldie
Deputies: Bob Morison, Jeremy Mears,
Barry Woolacott
President: Nick Goldie
Secretary: Sandra Lauer
Treasurer: Bob Morison Training Officer:
Jeremy Mears
Equipment Officer: Michael Burton
Community Awareness: Nick Goldie
Fundraising: Sandra Lauer
Permits: Graham Povey
NSW RFSA Delegate: Jeremy Mears

Australia has a long history of climate and
weather research, partly brought about
because few scientists in Europe or North
America were interested in Australia’s
farmers, or cared much about the Great
Southern Ocean – which is now
understood to be one of the major drivers
of global climate. It was in the 1970s that
CSIRO’s Graeme Pearman carried out
revolutionary studies into atmospheric CO2
after persuading Qantas pilots to allow
researchers to attach air sampling devices
to their high-flying aircraft.
More recently, researchers with the South
Eastern Australian Climate Initiative
(SEACI), associated with CSIRO and the
Bureau of Meteorology, have been giving
serious attention to changes in water
distribution in SE Australia, and the
probable increase in ‘bushfire weather’ in
coming decades. A classic study was done
by CSIRO’s Kevin Hennessey. (Climate

change impacts on fire weather, CSIRO,
2006).
Another internationally-recognised CSIRO
climate researcher is Dr Mike Raupach,
who says:
“For the Monaro, impacts will include
increases in temperatures (by 2 to 4
degrees out to 2100); increases in heatrelated extreme weather, including fire
weather; decreases in cold-weather
events; upward movement of the winter
snowline, by several hundred metres of
elevation; probable rainfall decreases,
especially in winter and spring; and
changes in ecosystems (both natural and
managed) that follow from all these
biophysical changes. The Monaro is not
unique: changes like this are being
experienced worldwide.”
Dr Mike Raupach will speak at a free
public meeting in the Bredbo Hall at
3pm Sunday 19th August.
All are welcome to attend.

The Junior brigade is in action, once a
month on the second Thursday of the
month. Contact Michael Burton (0407 003
392) for details.



Essential numbers
Emergency

000

Fire:
Cooma Monaro Fire Control
(24 hrs)
1 300 722 164
02-6455 0455
Fire:
Captain and Permit Officer:
Graham Povey
02-6454 4150
0419 406 908




Membership:
Membership: please pay by cash at
training, or cheque to The Treasurer,
Colinton Rural Fire Brigade, 88 Weemala
Lane, Michelago NSW 2620.
Membership fees: $15.00 for adults, $5.00
for juniors. Donations are always welcome.
Please provide a return address so a
receipt can be mailed to you.

Training:
The Colinton Brigade conducts training
every month on the second Saturday, at
two o’clock, at the Station at Colinton.
Everyone is welcome. If possible, crews
are asked to arrive at 1330 to check the
trucks before training.

Letter from Porvoo:
from Noreen Clark, recently returned from
Finland

Few tourists miss visiting Porvoo, a Finnish
coastal town some 50 km east of Helsinki,
that dates from the 14th century.
Coming upon a fire station, close to the
oldest parts of the town, is rather
unexpected.
Porvoo established its Voluntary Fire
Brigade (VFB) in 1867 and moved into its
first fire station in 1890. The VFB now has
a contract with the Eastern Uuisimaa
Professional Fire Brigade.
Porvoo VFB operates two fire fighting
appliances, roughly equivalent to our Cat 7
in size and capacity, and a personnel van.

As well as being a people-mover, the
personnel van has welfare functions and
can tow trailer-mounted water pumps if
needed. The operational areas of the VFB
are on the ground floor of the fire station.
The upper floors include meeting rooms
and the brigade's club room.
Brigade membership is divided into three
sections, Alarm, Women's and Youth,
which meet each week for training. The
Alarm Section has some forty members
between the ages of 18 and 65 and does
include some female members. The wholly
female Women's Section has a welfare
role. The Youth Section is largely social
with an age range of 8 to 18. Its members
attend competitions and camps, and its
older members (16 years and older) train
as Firemen so that they can join the Alarm
Section on their 18th birthdays. 

The RFS Monaro Team is warning of the
heightened potential for lovegrass fires in
the Bredbo, Colinton and Michelago areas.
“Lovegrass continues to dominate pastures
in these localities due to rainfall received
across the region during last summer and
autumn. Winter frosts have cured the
lovegrass and it is now ready to burn,” says
Fred Nichols.
“Landholders must be aware of the threat
and the risks associated with burning
lovegrass for agricultural and hazard
reduction purposes. Please consider the
brigade volunteers who may spend many
hours controlling your fire if it escapes your
property.
“When burning lovegrass, every landholder
must ensure they are adequately prepared
by having fire fighting equipment on hand
such as a full knapsack, an operational
spray pump and a plentiful water supply.
“If burning lovegrass you are responsible
for containing the fire to your property,”
Fred Nichols says. “Landowners are
encouraged to contact the Cooma Fire
Control Centre before they burn so we can
advise them of the precautions they need
to have in place. This includes making
sure your local brigade is aware of when
you intend to burn, the size of the burn and
location of the burn.”
The Monaro Team has the following advice
for landowners to help protect their
property from lovegrass fires as
alternatives to burning:

Pride of place in Porvoo's Fire Station is
given to the brigade's first motorised
appliance

•

•
Lovegrass alert:
from RFS Fire Mitigation Officer, Fred Nichols

Put fire breaks in place around
assets, as well as boundary fences
where possible.
Slashers and mowers are a major
cause of fire, they must be used with
extreme care now that lovegrass

•

pastures are cured. Avoid using
them on windy days.
Heavy grazing around all buildings
and assets is a safe way to remove
fuel.

Autumn through to Winter is the time to put
in place measures to prepare your property
for the fire season. Lovegrass fires pose a
real threat to you and your neighbours as
they start very easily and spread very
rapidly. Establishing good containment
lines prior to undertaking burns is essential.
Don’t give your Brigades any more work
than they already have.
Please consult with Cooma Fire Control
Centre on 6455 0455 and your Brigade
Captain and before you burn.
Bredbo Captain: Ken Bowerman
6454 4105 0417 544 105
Colinton Captain: Graham Povey
6454 4150 0419 406 908
Michelago Captain: Brent Wallis
6235 9196 0418 680 205

Tanya at the tank



Let the Games begin:

Items for The Colinton Courier to Nick Goldie at
horehound@yless4u.com.au
02 6235 9190
by the first Saturday each month, or to any
Committee member. For production assistance we
are grateful to:

If you are not Olympic-ed out, there’s more
to follow. The 12th World Firefighters
Games are coming to Sydney, 19 – 28
October 2012. The RFS is keen to
participate, as Team RFS.
and to

For details of the Games, the website is
http://www.worldfirefightersgames.com.au/
home/home.cfm
And for RFS participation, see the website
MyRFS (subscription needed.)


The Colinton Courier is also available at

www.michelagoregion.org.au
Views expressed in The Colinton Courier are not
necessarily those of the editor, the Brigade, or the
RFS.


