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Call out:
At around two o’clock on the afternoon of
Tuesday 24 January, there was a pager
call: “to assist Michelago at car and
caravan fire on highway”. Seven Alpha
(Jeremy, Nick, Michael B) was soon on the
road, followed by One (Graham, Barry,
Jacqui). However when Alpha arrived on
scene, just north of Michelago, the “fire”
turned out to be mechanical trouble, so,
while Alpha waited until assistance arrived,
the other trucks were stood down.

Sandra getting to know the Pyrotron at
CSIRO (Photo: Graham Anderson)
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On Sunday 29 January, a major fire broke
out in rough country near Tombong in the
Delegate district. Several homesteads
were threatened, and assistance was
requested from Cooma and Colinton
brigades. Seven Bravo (Graham P,
Michael, Graham B) departed early on
Monday morning, but were stood down
before reaching the fireground, when rain
fell heavily. Some five hundred hectares
had been burned.
On the evening of Wednesday 8 February,
a Triple Zero call reported a single vehicle
accident “fifteen kilometers south of
Michelago”. After some searching, Captain
Graham in Seven Charlie located the
vehicle, off the road near Gungoandra
Bridge. There were no casualties, and
barrier tape was all the action required. 
Membership:
Membership: please pay by cash at
training, or cheque to The Treasurer,
Colinton Rural Fire Brigade, 88 Weemala
Lane, Michelago NSW 2620.
Membership fees: $15.00 for adults, $5.00
for juniors. Donations are always welcome.
Please provide a return address so a
receipt can be mailed to you.


Training:
The Colinton Brigade conducts training
every month on the second Saturday, at
two o’clock, at the Station at Colinton.
Everyone is welcome. If possible, crews
are asked to arrive at 1330 to check the
trucks before training.
The Junior brigade is in action, once a
month on the second Thursday of the
month. Contact Michael Burton (0407 003
392) for details.
The next Basic Firefighter (BF) course
has been scheduled for Thursday 22
March (evening), Saturday 24 March, and
Sunday 25 March.

Prescribed burning - food for thought:
from the Public Library of Science, January
2012

Clearing vegetation close to houses is the
best way to reduce impacts of severe
bushfires, according to a team of scientists
from Australia and the USA who examined
house loss as a result of Black Saturday,
when fires killed173 and injured 414.
“Black Saturday provided an opportunity to
learn about the effects of land
management on house loss,” said senior
author Dr Philip Gibbons from The
Australian National University.
“Clearing trees and shrubs within 40
meters of houses was the most effective
form of fuel reduction on Black Saturday,”
said Dr Gibbons. “However, there was less
risk to houses from vegetation in planted
gardens compared with vegetation in
remnant native bushland.”
Houses close to public forest were at
greater risk, but concerns raised after
Black Saturday about national parks were
not reflected in the results.

A key issue after Black Saturday was
prescribed burning. However, the
researchers found that protection afforded
to houses by prescribed burning on Black
Saturday was only modest, despite the
team examining landscapes that had been
burnt considerably before Black Saturday.
“Clearing vegetation within 40 meters of
houses was twice as effective as
prescribed burning,” said Dr Geoff Cary
from ANU.
“No amount of fuel reduction will guarantee
that a house is safe on extreme weather
days like Black Saturday, so it is critical
that other measures, such as early
evacuation, safer places and architectural
solutions are considered by every resident
in fire-prone areas in addition to, or instead
of, fuel reduction,” said Dr Gibbons.
“Housing density in many bushfire-prone
regions is increasing, so the next major
bushfire will be even more devastating
unless we continue to learn from Black
Saturday,” added Dr Gibbons.

Wet and wild:
Late January saw wild weather, with
lightning strikes in many areas, often
accompanied by heavy rain and hail.
Residents of Baroona Road reported
receiving more than 120mm in 90 minutes
on Saturday 21 January, and there was
some damage to roads and driveways. A
similar downpour occurred near
Gungoandra Gap on the preceding Friday.
To their credit, the Council had a grader on
Baroona Road on Monday morning.


Benny Bowerman:
The Colinton brigade extends sympathy
and condolences to the family of Benny
Bowerman, who passed away on 5
February after a long battle with cancer.
Colinton members knew Benny as a
fearless dirt-bike rider, a golfer, and a
highly skilful excavator and bobcat
operator. Many of us spent days as escort
to Benny as he worked on fire-grounds,
making roads safe and restoring access.

A river runs through it …


Essential numbers
Emergency

000

Fire:
Cooma Monaro Fire Control
(24 hrs)
1 300 722 164
02-6455 0455
Fire:
Captain and Permit Officer:
Graham Povey
02-6454 4150
0419 406 908


December 2009, removing ‘problem trees’
along the Tinderry road after the Tea Tree
Creek fire.

Fire in the Environment:
from Sandra Lauer
“I recently attended the Fire in the
Environment course over two weeks, run
by Dr Geoff Cary at the Fenner School for
Environment and Society, ANU, as part of
my PhD studies, which I commenced this
year.

“My research will study the sociology,
demography and culture of rural fire
brigades and the perceived role of these
brigades in fire management, so the
course was a great opportunity to broaden
my knowledge.
“We began the course with an introduction
to fire ecology. As a budding social
scientist I was overwhelmed by the
complexity of fire regimes however as an
active firefighter I was fascinated by the
effect of fire on different landscapes and
ecosystems. The course then moved on to
bushfire law, fire history in Australia, fire
management and the human factors
related to wildfire.
“During the course we were very privileged
to have Dr Philip Gibbons talk to the class
about his recently published research into
land management and house losses after
the 2009 Victorian fires. [See article above]


Items for The Colinton Courier to Nick Goldie at
horehound@yless4u.com.au
02 6235 9190
by the first Saturday each month, or to any
Committee member. For production assistance we
are grateful to:

and to

Sandra and Ange measuring charcoal
samples from a 2m core taken at Round
Flat in the Tinderries (Photo: Geoff Cary)
“We also went on three field trips during
the course: one to the Brindabellas to
observe the impacts of the 2003 Canberra
fires, one to the Tinderries to look at fire
history through charcoal samples, and
finally to CSIRO where we used the
Pyrotron fire simulation chamber and
conducted a firebrand (embers) experiment
in the vertical wind tunnel.”
Editors note: we hope to have further
reports from Sandra as her research
progresses. She is happy to share her
experiences with anyone interested.



The Colinton Courier is also available at

www.michelagoregion.org.au
Views expressed in The Colinton Courier are not
necessarily those of the editor, the Brigade, or the
RFS.



*** For the diary: Colinton RFB Annual
General Meeting and election of office
bearers: 1300 Saturday 12 May.


