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We wish all our members and friends a
happy, prosperous and safe New Year.



A message from the Captain:
To all residents of the Colinton area:
Recent rain has led to extremely high rates
of growth, especially in love-grass areas.
So we can expect grass fires as the
summer gets warmer.
There will be days when a Total Fire Ban
(TOBAN) is declared. Listen to your local
radio, and visit the Monaro RFS website,
when it is hot and windy – days when no
sensible person would light a fire! Look out
for the new roadside TOBAN signs.
John and Paul hose coupling

Committee 2011-2012:
Fire Captain: Graham Povey
Senior Deputy: Nick Goldie
Deputies: Bob Morison, Jeremy Mears,
Barry Woolacott
President: Nick Goldie
Secretary: Sandra Lauer
Treasurer: Bob Morison
Training Officer: Jeremy Mears
Equipment Officer: Michael Burton
Community Awareness: Nick Goldie
Fundraising: Sandra Lauer
Permits: Graham Povey
NSW RFSA Delegate: Jeremy Mears

Remember that as well as a total
prohibition on any sort of open-air fire,
during a TOBAN, it is not permitted to use
mowers, slashers, welders or other
equipment which can cause sparks.
Grass fires can be very dangerous, and
move very quickly. Because of this, we are
asking available crew members to be on
stand-by at the Colinton station on TOBAN
days – being able to get the trucks on the
road quickly can make all the difference.
If you are available, when the weather is
threatening, let the brigade know: tell our
Call-Out Officer Noreen Clark: on 6235
9285; noreen.clark@bigpond.com.


Call out:
Nil



Membership:
Membership: please pay by cash at
training, or cheque to The Treasurer,
Colinton Rural Fire Brigade, 88 Weemala
Lane, Michelago NSW 2620.

(Note: since writing the above we have
seen an ANU news story dealing with
research by Dr David Lindenmayer in
Australian forests: see: Forest logging
increases risk of mega fires, ANU, 12
September 2011)


Membership fees: $15.00 for adults, $5.00
for juniors. Donations are always welcome.
Please provide a return address so a
receipt can be mailed to you.

Future fires:
In nature, changes often occur at ‘tipping
points’ or thresholds, rather than as a
gradual modification.
In a paper in the US Proceedings of the
Academies of Sciences in June last year,
the authors (Westerling et al) stated that
“… (Yellowstone) forests are rapidly
approaching a threshold beyond which fire
occurrence and extent are likely to change
the ecosystem qualitatively.”
Because of a warming climate, major fires
will become more frequent, and, as both
cause and effect, the types of vegetation
will change. An increase of just half a
degree Celsius is enough to distinguish
extreme fire years from what used to be
considered ‘normal’.

O what a tangled web we weave …

New fire stations:
Yellowstone, say the authors “… may
regularly experience climatic conditions
that exceed the most extreme years in the
instrumental and paleoecological record.”
We wonder if this is equally true of the
forests of SE Australia. See:
http://www.pnas.org/content/early/2011/07/
20/1110199108.full.pdf

adapted from the Cooma-Monaro Express

Cooma-Monaro Shire has approved the
construction of three fire sheds with
another one in the works.
Rural Fire Service manager Jim Darrant
says the stations will enable brigades to
perform more efficiently. Most of the work
should be finished by the end of June.

“We would like to be able to complete the
Anembo Brigade stations,” Supt. Darrant
said. “There will be two of those. One will
be at Calabash on the Tinderry Range
while the other one is on the Jerangle Tinderry Road intersection. So there are
two stations in that brigade area.


Items for The Colinton Courier to Nick Goldie at
horehound@yless4u.com.au
02 6235 9190
by the first Saturday each month, or to any
Committee member. For production assistance we
are grateful to:

“The other one is at Kybeyan. We hope to
finish those three by the end of the
financial year with Michelago shortly
behind those three stations.”
And from the Monaro RFS website:

and to

“You are invited to the opening of the new
Dalgety Brigade Station from 1700 on
Thursday 26 January.
The Colinton Courier is also available at

“RSVP for catering purposes: By Monday
23rd January, 2012 to Clare Corby on
0421 969 150 or
clare.corby@det.nsw.edu.au “


www.michelagoregion.org.au
Views expressed in The Colinton Courier are not
necessarily those of the editor, the Brigade, or the
RFS.


Drive on!


Essential numbers
Emergency

000

Fire:
Cooma Monaro Fire Control
(24 hrs)
1 300 722 164
02-6455 0455
Fire:
Captain and Permit Officer:
Graham Povey
02-6454 4150
0419 406 908


As in many other areas, “the authorities”
are becoming much more rigorous about
safety rules and regulations. One aspect of
this involves driving licenses. In a change
from (occasional) past practice, drivers
now must have the appropriate license for
the category of truck they are driving, even
off road or on the fire ground; and off road
drivers must have done the 4WD course.
In general, a Category One truck requires
a Medium Rigid (MR) license, a Cat 7
requires a Light Rigid (LR) license. Brigade
Captains are keen that drivers and
potential drivers obtain and/or upgrade
their licenses, best done through your local
brigade who can help with the formalities.
For details see the RFS Monaro website.

Training:
The Colinton Brigade conducts training
every month on the second Saturday, at
two o’clock, at the Station at Colinton.
Everyone is welcome. If possible, crews
are asked to arrive at 1330 to check the
trucks before training.
The Junior brigade is in action, once a
month on the second Thursday of the
month. Contact Michael Burton (0407 003
392) for details.
The next Basic Firefighter (BF) course
has been scheduled for Thursday 22
March (evening), Saturday 24 March, and
Saturday 31 March.


After venting the building, Sue wets down
the hot interior
Drive back!
Further to driving skills, Monaro Learning
and Development Officer Mick Holton has
boldly added to the discussion about “the
correct way” to reverse a truck, by
reproducing an article by Peter
Weatherstone, L&D Officer, Lake George.
Most trainees have encountered “the
correct way” in which the driver is
compelled to rely entirely on a guide
standing outside and in front of the vehicle
– and the rear-view mirrors are covered or
folded back.

Sandra and Paul ‘venting’ the smoke from
a burning structure

This is a good exercise in learning to trust
your colleague, but in real life, few people
are going to fold back their mirrors in order
to reverse. For Peter Weatherstone’s
views, see the RFS Monaro website.


