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Call out: 
 
Sunday 21 August was a busy day for our 
neighbours in Bredbo. During the afternoon, 
the Cooma brigade was called to a series of 
(apparently) abandoned burns in the Chakola 
area, and asked Bredbo to assist. Then at 
around 1900, there was a serious multi-
vehicle accident just north of Bredbo village. 
Colinton One (Graham, Ben) and Seven 
Alpha (Jeremy, Martin, Nick) were on stand-
by for an hour, but were eventually not 
needed.   
 
Another welder, another grass fire … mid-
afternoon on Wednesday 24 August, there 
was a call for a grass fire on a property on 
Ingelara Hill.  Fencing contractors failed to 
keep an eye on welding sparks, and a small 
grass fire was the result. Graham responded 
in Seven Charlie, Jeremy and Nick in Alpha, 
and Michael B in his own ute. The blaze was 
quickly contained.                                      
 
On the evening of Saturday 3 September, 
members of the brigade (Alpha, Michael, Jo, 
Gary, Jacqui) Bravo, Jeremy, Kim, Carolyn, 
Charlie (Graham, Barry, Kirsti) carried out an 
HR burn on Poveys Road.                           �
                                                    
Grass and Fire Seasons: 
 
The Canberra Times in a front page article by 
Megan Doherty (Friday 26 August) warned of 
an alarming build-up of fuel load in the region, 
with good rains producing heavy grass growth 
across SE Australia. 
 
ACT Emergency Services Agency 
Commissioner Mark Crossweller was quoted 
as saying “We haven’t seen grassland fuels 
to this extent for about twenty years.” 
 
The ACT was more used to the risk of forest 
fires but Mr Crossweller said the forests 



remained moist. The grasslands were now 
the risk, despite recent rain. 
 
While fire authorities in the ACT were 
considering starting the fire season early, the 
decision was made to start the season on 
October 1

st
 as usual. Meanwhile the RFS has 

already declared the fire season a month 
early, from September 1

st
, for the Lake 

George region including Palerang and 
Queanbeyan. 
 
The Cooma-Monaro Rural Fire District has 
also decided not to go early, but are 
continually monitoring the situation. 
 
A reminder that during the fire season, no 
fires may be lit without a permit; and no 
fires at all, permit or no permit, on days for 
Total Fire Ban.                                            � 
               
AFAC, Risk  and Fire Weather: 
(from Nick Goldie): 
  
Wearing my science writer’s hat, not as a 
brigade member, I attended the Fire Weather 
and Risk workshop at Craigieburn in the 
Southern Highlands (Friday to Sunday, 
September 2-4). More than eighty delegates 
took part in the follow-up to the major 
Australasian Fire and Emergency Authorities 
Council (AFAC) annual conference at Darling 
Harbour.  
 
There was a strong presence from the 
Bureau of Meteorology, as well as from 
Geoscience Australia, NSW RFS, the 
universities, and state departments.  
 
Presentations ranged from the practical 
‘hands-on’ (the use of portable weather 
stations to keep track of local weather) to the 
theoretical (“probabilistic” vs “deterministic” 
forecasting.) 
 
Interesting comparisons were made between 
the Australian scene (strong States, less 
money) and the US (weaker States, more 
money). One of the most stimulating 
presentations was unexpectedly thanks to the 
US Navy. 
 

The Navy’s meteorologist Mike Fromm 
explained that the US Navy has a keen 
interest in aerosols in the stratosphere 
because it affects their ability to see (the 
enemy?), and they found that bushfires are 
one of the main emitters of aerosols and 
particles. Mike Fromm showed spectacular 
footage and photos of “pyrocumulonimbus” 
clouds, which are caused by major fires, and 
in turn create their own winds and weather. 
 
The BoM’s Mika Peace gave a graphic 
account of a ‘burn’ which went wrong in 
October 2010. The Layman-Ballan fire was a 
routine 10,000 ha low intensity fire near 
Margaret River (WA) – but suddenly it ‘blew 
up’.  Three quarters of the forest was 
seriously scorched, there were questions in 
the WA Parliament, and the bill is three 
quarters of a million dollars and climbing.  
It was a cool day with a gentle breeze, so 
what went wrong? The answer: nothing 
actually went wrong, but four otherwise 
harmless factors combined to create a 
disaster. Sea breezes came from a particular 
direction, there was unexpectedly strong 
convection, convergent winds, and an 
unstable pool of cool dry air up above. 
 
The workshop was largely organised by Bob 
Cechet (GA), Graham Mills (BoM) and Rick 
McRae (ACT ESA). One prominent speaker 
who did not appear due to illness was 
Colinton’s John Schneider (GA).  Three days 
of presentations and debate lasting well into 
the night do not lead to quick conclusions. 
The workshop will be reported in detail in the 
journal of the Australian Meteorological and 
Oceanographic Society, and in the Bushfire 
CRC’s magazine Fire Australia.                   �                                              
             
      
Membership: 
 
Membership: please pay by cash at training, 
or cheque to The Treasurer, Colinton Rural 
Fire Brigade, 88 Weemala Lane, Michelago 
NSW 2620.  
 
Membership fees: $15.00 for adults, $5.00 for 
juniors. Donations are always welcome. 
Please provide a return address so a receipt 
can be mailed to you.                                  �                                                                  



 
Foxy thanks: 
 
A fox and rabbit control course was held by 
the Cooma LPHA at the Colinton Fire Station 
on Friday 26 August. Some two dozen people 
attended, and made some generous 
donations to the Brigade.  
 
Thank you.                                                   � 
 
 

 
 

Rake-hoe work in the love-grass 
 
Training: 
 
The Colinton Brigade conducts training every 
month on the second Saturday, at two 
o’clock, at the Station at Colinton.  Everyone 
is welcome. If possible, crews are asked to 
arrive at 1330 to check the trucks before 
training.  
 
The Junior brigade is in action, once a month 
on the second Thursday of the month. 
Contact Michael Burton (0407 003 392) for 
details.                                                          � 
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Essential numbers 

 
Emergency 000 

 
Fire: 

Cooma Monaro Fire Control  
(24 hrs) 

1 300 722 164 
02-6455 0455  

 
Fire: 

Captain and Permit Officer:  
Graham Povey 

 
02-6454 4150 
0419 406 908 
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All done … 
 
Training (2): 
 
A Crew Leader (Wildfire) course was held in 
Berridale over the weekend 27-28 August. 



Colinton members Kim and Michael B 
attended, and spoke highly of the course. �   
                             

 
 

Jo on Alpha 
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Items for The Colinton Courier to Nick Goldie at 

horehound@yless4u.com.au 
02 6235 9190 

by the first Saturday each month, or to any Committee 
member. For production assistance we are grateful to: 

 

 
 

and to  
 

 
 

The Colinton Courier is also available at 
 

www.michelagoregion.org.au 
 

Views expressed in The Colinton Courier  are not 
necessarily those of the editor, the Brigade, or the RFS. 
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RFS Open Day: 
 

The state-wide RFS Open 
Day will be held on Saturday 

24 September.  
 

We invite all our members, 
friends, and district residents 

to join us for an informal 
BBQ from 1230 at the 

Colinton station.  
 
 

Bring your family!  
 
 

As well as being a chance to 
see the fire trucks and learn 

about the equipment, we 
invite you to join us for the 

presentation of long-service 
medals,  

by RFS Monaro Team 
Manager 

Jim Darrant  
to a number of Colinton 

active members. 
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