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Smiths Road President, Advanced Firefighter 
Clive (pic by Mick H) 
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Call out: 
 
At lunch time on Saturday 23 July, Baroona 
Road residents reported smoke to their 
immediate north. It was quickly confirmed that 
a pile burn on a Baroona property had 
escaped, and assistance was needed. By 
good fortune, an Advanced Firefighter training 
course was being held at the Colinton Fire 
Station, so within minutes of the call, a small 
convoy of trucks was on the highway, led by 
Colinton Seven Alpha (Sandra, Nick, Gordon 
from Smiths Road) followed closely by Bravo 
(Scott.1 and Scott.2 from Bredbo, Robin from 
Numeralla), Smiths Road Seven (Caroline, 
Clive and Jeremy) and Colinton One 
(Graham, Gill, and Marnie from Smiths Road, 
and Mick H assisting). Colinton Deputy Bob 
was already on scene in his own vehicle, 
along with Cate, Will and Spence, and Craig, 
and was able to provide useful directions by 
radio from a rocky knoll. The trucks deployed 
according to best Advanced Firefighter 
principles, radio communications were 
excellent, and the fire was soon blacked out 
to the relief of the landholder.     
      

 
 

Still life with welding helmet … 
(pic by Noreen) 

 
Early afternoon on Saturday 30 July, smoke 
was sighted coming from Ryries Hill Road. A 
grass fire had been started by a local resident 



welding a gate. First on scene was Seven 
Alpha (Michael, Jeremy) followed by Charlie 
(Graham, Barry, Daniel).  Nick, Spence and 
Noreen arrived in their own vehicles, and the 
Colinton crews were joined by Michelago 
One, Michelago Seven Alpha, and Seven 
Bravo. Although the fire burned quickly uphill 
to the south, it covered only a small area and 
was soon contained. Crews were home by 
late afternoon.             �                                                         
   

 
 

Scotty (Bredbo Deputy) on the AF Course 
(pic by Mick H) 

                     
Membership: 
 
Membership: please pay by cash at training, 
or cheque to The Treasurer, Colinton Rural 
Fire Brigade, 88 Weemala Lane, Michelago 
NSW 2620.  
 
Membership fees: $15.00 for adults, $5.00 for 
juniors. Donations are always welcome. 
Please provide a return address so a receipt 
can be mailed to you.                   �                                                                            
 
Training: 
 
The Colinton Brigade conducts training every 
month on the second Saturday, at two 

o’clock, at the Station at Colinton.  Everyone 
is welcome. If possible, crews are asked to 
arrive at 1330 to check the trucks before 
training.  
 
The Junior brigade is in action, once a month 
on the second Thursday of the month. 
Contact Michael Burton (0407 003 392) for 
details.                                        � 
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Items for The Colinton Courier to Nick Goldie at 

horehound@yless4u.com.au 
02 6235 9190 

by the first Saturday each month, or to any Committee 
member. For production assistance we are grateful to: 

 

 
 

The Colinton Courier is also available at 
 

www.michelagoregion.org.au 
 

Views expressed in The Colinton Courier  are not 
necessarily those of the editor, the Brigade, or the RFS. 
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Burn: 
 
On Wednesday 10 August, members of the 
brigade took part in an evening 30ha love-
grass burn off Poveys Road, co-ordinated by 
Captain Graham in Seven Charlie.  
 
Barry, Jacqui and Michael B in Bravo, and 
Jeremy and Nick in Alpha, completed a neat 
and systematic burn, and were home by 
1900. When the burn was complete, the 
Captain arranged a good fall of rain to douse 
any remaining embers.                                 � 
 
Training (2): 
 
Over the weekend 23/24 July, members from 
Smiths Road, Bredbo, Numeralla and 
Colinton attended an Advanced Firefighter 



course at the Colinton Fire Station run by 
Monaro Learning and Developent Officer 
Mick Holton, with instructors Graham, Jeremy 
and Nick. Several participants noted that, 
according to last month's Courier, the 
Colinton brigade is prepared to go to some 
lengths to create realistic training scenarios. 
So there was some scepticism when a fairly 
academic section of the course was 
interrupted by a call-out to a grass fire on 
Baroona Road. (See: Call Out). 
 
In fact the fire was real, and provided some 
excellent hands-on training. Other elements 
of the course included fire behaviour, fire 
weather, hydraulics and pumping, map 
reading and navigation, and dealing with the 
community. The Colinton training centre was 
much appreciated by all comers.                 �                                           
 
 
Training (3): once again, where are we 
now?  
 
As we reported in the last issue, Learning and 
Development Officer Mick Holton has 
organized a series of one-day Map Reading 
and Navigation courses, most recently at the 
Dry Plain fire shed (Sunday 17 July). This 
was attended by around two dozen people, 
mainly farmers from the district, as well as 
Nick from Colinton and Louise from Cooma 
Fire Control.             
 
Footnote: we are sometimes exasperated by 
the directions given to trucks heading to an 
incident: “Go on up past the stockyards,” they 
say. “You can’t miss it. There’s a gate.” Not 
even the suggestion of a grid reference.  
 
So we were pleased to hear directions being 
radioed to a truck, recently, with detailed 
descriptions and a grid reference. “Yeah, 
thanks for the grid reference,” said the driver. 
“But I haven’t got a map …”                         �     
 

 
 

Map Reading - Louise at Dry Plain 
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Essential numbers 

 
Emergency 000 

 
Fire: 

Cooma Monaro Fire Control  
(24 hrs) 

1 300 722 164 
02-6455 0455  

 
Fire: 

Captain and Permit Officer:  
Graham Povey 

 
02-6454 4150 
0419 406 908 

 
� 

 

 

  
 
 



Climate in our region: 
 
The Canberra Times gave front page 
treatment (Saturday 23 July) to a report 
compiled by the international firm of business 
consultants AECOM, who took as their 
starting point the high probability that climate 
will have warmed by two degrees Celsius by 
2050 in the Canberra region.  
 
Their conclusions are not comfortable 
reading: increased death from heat stroke, 
more bushfires, continuing dryness, and  - 
oddly - floods. (This is consistent with the  
prediction of fiercer weather events of all 
sorts.) 
 
One of the Key Findings states: the annual 
number of days when the Forest Fire Danger 
Index is rated as “high” 
or “extreme” would increase from 23 
days/year (current situation) up to 36 
days/year (2050, high projections). 
Climate change is also likely to reduce the 
climatic windows to complete hazard 
reduction burning (i.e. as fire risk 
is greater in spring, summer and autumn, 
most burning will have to take place in 
winter). 
  
http://www.actpla.act.gov.au/__data/assets/pd
f_file/0007/20410/2010_09_08_ACTPLA_CC
Vulnerability_v2_LowResolution.pdf 
for the full AECOM Report.      � 
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LHPA FOX AND RABBIT CONTROL COURSE 
 

When? 1800 Friday 26 August 
Where? Colinton Fire Station 

Why? To gain necessary qualification to use 
1080 and Pindone for feral animal control 

How much? $45.00, with $5.00 donation to fire 
brigade 

Who? Anyone interested in controlling ferals 
 

Light meal included. 
Please phone Jacqui 0403 152 270 by 

Thursday 18 August to confirm attendance. 
� 
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RFS Open Day: 
 

The state-wide RFS Open 
Day will be held on Saturday 

24 September.  
 

We invite all our members, 
friends, and district residents 

to join us for an informal 
BBQ from 1230 at the 

Colinton station.   
 

As well as being a chance to 
see the fire trucks and learn 

about the equipment, we 
invite you to join us for the 

presentation of long-service 
medals,  

by RFS Monaro Team 
Manager 

Jim Darrant  
to a number of Colinton 

active members. 
 

Normal training will be held 
on Saturday September 10.   
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