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Call out: 
 
Another grass fire …at around two o’clock 
on Sunday19 June the Michelago brigade 
requested assistance with a grass fire off 
the Tinderry Road. Colinton Seven Alpha 
(Michael, Tony R, Nick) was soon on the 
road, then Seven Bravo (Bob M, Jeremy). 
Colinton One (Graham, Bob L, Jacqui, 
Barry) followed twenty minutes later. The 
Colinton trucks joined three units from 
Michelago, and the fire was contained to 
an area of about five hectares. A number 
of buildings and vehicles in the area 
needed protection, but there were no 
losses. The point of origin of the fire was a 
rubbish pile burn, which escaped into 
lovegrass.  
 
               

 
 

Beauty technology burned …  



And again … at one o’clock on Sunday 3 
July, smoke was sighted on the property 
being developed as an airstrip, off the 
Highway near Baroona Road. Seven Alpha  
(Jeremy, Bob, Nick) was quickly on scene, 
and met up with Michael who had arrived 
on foot. Alpha was followed by Colinton 
One (Barry, Jacqui) and Seven Charlie 
(Graham) and Michelago One. Michelago’s 
two ‘sevens’ were meanwhile busy 
assisting the Anembo brigade  with a fire 
on the Tinderrys.   
 
The airstrip owner also had a tanker and 
hose.  
 
The fire apparently started when a small 
car, being driven on a dirt track, entered 
long grass. A strong wind from the north 
drove the fire southwards along the edge 
of the airstrip. Crews were able to leave the 
scene within ninety minutes.      

 

On Friday 8 July there was a early 
afternoon call-out, when Colinton was 
asked to assist the Bredbo brigade at a 
serious motor vehicle accident involving a 
car and a truck, just north of Bredbo 
village.  Colinton One (Graham, Jeremy, 
Nick) joined Bredbo One, and a truck from 
Fire and Rescue NSW, crewed by Chris 
and Fred from Cooma RFS Fire Control. 
(As well as being RFS officers, they are 
“retained members” of the NSW Fire 
Brigades – that is, not full time fireys, but 
professionals kept on a retainer to be 
called out when needed.) A number of 
police vehicles, an SES truck, and an 
ambulance were also present. Traffic was 
backed up well into the night, for some five 
kilometers in each direction.                    �                 
                          
Membership: 
 
Membership: please pay by cash at 
training, or cheque to The Treasurer, 
Colinton Rural Fire Brigade, 88 Weemala 
Lane, Michelago NSW 2620.  
 
Membership fees: $15.00 for adults, $5.00 
for juniors. Donations are always welcome. 
Please provide a return address so a 
receipt can be mailed to you.                   �                                                                            

Training: 
 
The Colinton Brigade conducts training 
every month on the second Saturday, at 
two o’clock, at the Station at Colinton.  
Everyone is welcome. If possible, crews 
are asked to arrive at 1330 to check the 
trucks before training.  
 
The Junior brigade is in action, once a 
month on the second Thursday of the 
month. Contact Michael Burton (0407 003 
392) for details.                                        �  
 
Training (2): where are we now? 
 
RFS learning and Development Officer 
Mick Holton has organized a series of one-
day map reading and GPS courses.  
 
Colinton members Ann and Nick attended 
the course at Shannons Flat on Saturday 2 
July, along with twelve other members of 
local brigades. The course was given by 
John Read (Craigie) with Cooma’s Rein 
Peet filling in the practical detail, while P-
plate instructors Nick and Danny took 
careful note.  
 
 

 
 

Rein shows Ann the way 



 
In the morning, the theory of mapping 
(representing a round object on a flat 
surface) was covered in detail, and after a 
BBQ provided by the Shannons Flat 
brigade, course participants headed off into 
the rolling country around the Flat, to find, 
identify and give grid references for a 
variety of objects – a map-reading version 
of a treasure hunt.                             � 
 

Training (3): 
 
Brigade training for July took the form of a 
(mock) multi-vehicle accident at the 
junction of Baroona Road and Weemala 
Lane. Michael  and Jeremy went to some 
trouble to create a realistic scenario, with 
smoke, leaking fuel, a number of young  
“victims” and one totally missing driver – 
from what turned out to be a stolen vehicle.  
Crew leaders were chosen from brigade 
members who have done training courses, 
but had not had experience as incident 
controllers. The final assessment was that 
all present had done well – except perhaps 
the missing driver.                                    �                          
 

 
 

Setting up a realistic crash scene 
(pic by Carolyn B) 

 
 

Expect the unexpected – a young crash 
victim in an unexpected place  

(pic by Carolyn B) 
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Items for The Colinton Courier to Nick Goldie at 

horehound@yless4u.com.au 
02 6235 9190 

by the first Saturday each month, or to any 
Committee member. For production assistance we 

are grateful to: 
 

 
 

The Colinton Courier is also available at 
 

www.michelagoregion.org.au 
 

Views expressed in The Colinton Courier  are not 
necessarily those of the editor, the Brigade, or the 

RFS. 
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Sponsorship: 
 
For the past decade we have been 
assisted by local real estate agent, Noel 
Teys, who provided the paper for the 
Courier. Noel has now retired, and we 
would like to express our gratitude for his 
generous support. 
 
This is also an opportunity, on a small 
scale, for any other local business which 
would like to help us, in exchange for a 
monthly acknowledgement in this 
newsletter …                                            � 
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Essential numbers 

 
Emergency 000 

 
Fire: 

Cooma Monaro Fire Control  
(24 hrs) 

1 300 722 164 
02-6455 0455  

 
Fire: 

Captain and Permit Officer:  
Graham Povey 

 
02-6454 4150 
0419 406 908 
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For the diary:  
 
The state-wide RFS Open Day will be held 
on Saturday 24 September. Final details 
have yet to be organised, but Colinton has 
registered as a participating brigade. 
Normal training will be held on August 13 
and September 10.                                  � 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Debrief on Weemala Lane  
(pic by Carolyn B) 

 
 
Training (4): Registration 
(for details see the RFS Monaro website) 
 
RFS Learning and Development Officer 
Mick Holton has re-designed the method of 
registering for training courses. 
 
Instead of the RFS choosing an arbitrary 
date and place, Mick has created a system 
where brigade members can register their 
interest in particular courses, and the 
course will then be arranged at a time and 
venue to suit the majority of interested 
people.   
 
Contact brigade training officer Jeremy 
(6100 1100) or Kerrie at Berridale Fire 
Control (6456 4555) to register your 
interest, or there’s an online registration 
form at:  
http://www.monarorfs.org.au/                   � 


