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Michael and Jeremy with a small 
recalcitrant pump 
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Call out: 
 
On Friday 27 May, there was a lunch-time 
smoke sighting along Bumbalong Road.  
Seven Alpha (Nick, Jeremy) was 
dispatched to investigate, joined by One 
(Barry, Jacqui). A pile burn in a paddock on 
the western side of the river had escaped 
into grass and dried thistles and was 
burning briskly towards a house. The 
perimeter of the fire was quickly secured. 
Tony and Gill, who had spotted the smoke, 
joined the crews on scene, and Seven 
Charlie  (Graham, James) arrived soon 
after. Michelago Seven had also been 
called out but was stood down before 
reaching the scene. Crews were home by 
mid-afternoon.           � 

 

 
 

Sandra by the water 
 
 
 
 



A letter of thanks: 
from Helen Shimitras  
 
“Despite implementing all the better 
practices recommended for conducting a 
burn, we recently required the services of 
the Colinton Rural Fire Brigade to help 
extinguish a lovegrass fire – a common 
occurrence.  
  
“As is the case unfortunately  these days,  
people are all too ready to criticise so we 
would like to take this opportunity to thank 
and compliment the professional, 
competent and reliable service provided to 
us in our ‘hour of need’ by the volunteers of 
the Colinton Rural Fire Brigade.  
 
“Some lessons learned: 

- Don’t ever assume that a fire is completely 
out and don’t leave a fire smouldering. Diligent 
and constant observation is imperative. 

- Keep handy and in a place you remember 
(near the telephone is a good place), the 
‘Essential Numbers’ to call in an emergency. 
These appear in each edition of the Colinton 
Courier.  

- Check with the Fire Captain of your local RFB 
whether any permits are required for the 
particular type of burn anticipated. 

- A courtesy call to your local Fire Captain and 
the Cooma Monaro Fire Control of your 
intention to carry out a burn is highly 
recommended, if not compulsory!. (See 
telephone numbers provided in this edition of 
the Colinton Courier).  

- Discuss the suitability of the proposed timing 
of a burn with your local Fire Captain with a 
particular focus on issues like weather, wind 
and environmental concerns such as the build 
up of fuel and growth and density of grasses 
such as lovegrass. Lovegrass burns like blazes 
at this time of the year due to favourable 
seasonal conditions experienced at the end of 
last year and earlier this year. Lovegrass 
monocultures are dense, long and extremely 
dry this year– a recipe for disaster!!! So take 
particular care. 

- Check out the NSW Rural Fire Service 
website for standards for burning. This is a 

very useful resource containing practical and 
commonsense advice. 

- Finally, should you require the services of 
your local RFB, as we did, by way of thanks 
consider an additional financial donation,over 
and above your membership fees, in 
recognition of the service and the volunteers’ 
time. In this current climate of financial 
constraints, volunteer community organizations 
such as the RFB need every bit of help they 
can get.  

“So thank you again to the wonderful 
volunteers of the Colinton Rural Fire 
Brigade and their Fire Captain Graham 
Povey. And Jeremy, that bottle of water 
after the ‘event’ was over, was a lifesaver 
and very much appreciated!!”      � 
 
And from the Captain … 
 
Captain Graham urges anyone planning a 
burn to be extra vigilant. 
 
“Recent weather has led to very strong 
growth, especially in the lovegrass areas. 
This grass has now had a couple of 
months to cure. 
 
“It’s as dangerous as in the summer. 
 
“Be careful! And don’t forget to let your 
neighbours and the brigade know what you 
are planning.”    
 
A paddock burn in lovegrass requires a 4 – 
5 metre perimeter containment line, 
slashed and graded to bare earth.  The 
Captain also noted the heavy fines which 
can be imposed on land-holders for a fire 
which escapes their control.                     �                                
 
Membership: 
 
Membership: please pay by cash at 
training, or cheque to The Treasurer, 
Colinton Rural Fire Brigade, 88 Weemala 
Lane, Michelago NSW 2620.  
 
Membership fees: $15.00 for adults, $5.00 
for juniors. Donations are always welcome. 
Please provide a return address so a 
receipt can be mailed to you.                   �                                                                  
 



 
  

Michael and slightly bigger pump …     
                                            

 
 

Jeremy and Sandra at Baroona Dam 
 
Apology:  
 
We try to acknowledge material which we 
receive – and quite forgot to attribute the 
excellent photos in Courier 114 to Noreen 
and Jeremy.            � 

Training: 
 
The Colinton Brigade conducts training 
every month on the second Saturday, at 
two o’clock, at the Station at Colinton.  
Everyone is welcome. If possible, crews 
are asked to arrive at 1330 to check the 
trucks before training.  
 
The Junior brigade is in action, once a 
month on the second Thursday of the 
month. Contact Michael Burton (0407 003 
392) for details.                                        �  
 
Triple Zero: (adapted from the RFS 
website) 
 
Knowing how to call Triple Zero (000) for a 
fire emergency can be the difference 
between life and death, or a building or 
other property being saved or destroyed. 
The triple zero (000) service is the quickest 
way to get the right help from emergency 
services and should be used to contact 
Police, Fire or Ambulance services in life 
threatening or time critical situations.   
  
The simple steps in making a Triple Zero 
(000) call to report a fire:    
- Stay calm and call Triple Zero ‘000’ from 
a safe location  
 - TheTelstra operator will ask you if you 
need Police, Fire or Ambulance. Say 
‘Fire’.   
 - You will be connected to an Emergency 
Services Operator to provide more details  
 - Stay on the line, speak clearly and 
answer the Operator’s questions  
 - Give them details of where you are 
including street number, street name, 
nearest cross street, locality. 
   
In rural areas it is important to give the full 
address and distances from landmarks and 
roads, not just the name of the property. If 
travelling on a Motorway or a rural road, 
know the direction you are travelling and 
last exit or town you passed through to 
assist services to correctly locate the 
incident. 
 



Do not hang up until the Operator has all 
the information they need  
   
Take time to teach children and overseas 
visitors how to make an emergency call. 
   
In an emergency fire situation do NOT call: 
 
- A Fire Control Centre 
- a Rural Fire Brigade 
- any volunteer member. 
 
This action could lead to a delayed 
response or inappropriate resource being 
sent.                                                         � 
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Items for The Colinton Courier to Nick Goldie at 

horehound@yless4u.com.au 
02 6235 9190 

by the first Saturday each month, or to any 
Committee member. For production assistance we 

are grateful to: 
*Noel Teys Real Estate 0428 625 307 

and 
 

 
 

The Colinton Courier is also available at 
 

www.michelagoregion.org.au/bushfire/brigades.htm 
 

Views expressed in The Colinton Courier  are not 
necessarily those of the editor, the Brigade, or the 

RFS. 
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Texas burning: 
 
Fires in Texas in April, May and June have 
broken all records, with fire departments 
responding to 11,362 fires covering 
2,838,428 acres, in record heat, fierce 
winds, and the worst drought since records 
were first kept in 1890. Hundreds of homes 
and two firefighters have been lost.      �  
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Essential numbers 

 
Emergency 000 

 
Fire: 

Cooma Monaro Fire Control  
(24 hrs) 

1 300 722 164 
02-6455 0455  

 
Fire: 

Captain and Permit Officer:  
Graham Povey 

 
02-6454 4150 
0419 406 908 

 
� 

 

  
 

 
 

 
 

RFS Operations Officer Barry Aitchison 
with his magnum opus “Screwed” at the 

Lake Light Sculpture exhibition, Jindabyne 
 
 


