Colinton Courier
Newsletter of the Colinton Rural Fire Brigade * No 114* May 2011

Call out:
(from Noreen Clark) On again, off again ...
after postponements on Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursday because of
unsuitable weather conditions, the hazard
reduction burn on the Cockatoo Fire Trail
went ahead on Friday 15 April under the
direction of Colinton captain, Graham
Povey. Rein Peet, from Fire Control, was
Safety Advisor and general advisor on the
activity's aims, objectives and
methodology. A Fire Hazard Mitigation
team also assisted the exercise.
Jacqui, Kim and Jeremy (Colinton)
worked valiantly with drip torches as did
Ian Clark from the Smiths Road Brigade.
Noreen tailed the torch bearers in Bredbo
9A (borrowed for the occasion) and
supplied drip torch fuel and up-hill transport
to those on foot.
All up, a successful day with no
misadventures. (NC)

Jacqui at the Cockatoo HR burn
Committee 2011-2012:
Fire Captain: Graham Povey
Senior Deputy: Nick Goldie
Deputies: Bob Morison, Jeremy Mears,
Barry Woolacott
President: Nick Goldie
Secretary: Sandra Lauer
Treasurer: Bob Morison
Training Officer: Jeremy Mears
Equipment Officer: Michael Burton
Community Awareness: Nick Goldie
Fundraising: Sandra Lauer
Permits: Graham Povey
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*** On Friday 21 April, at around six in the
evening, brigade president Martin was
driving home when he came across an
accident; a small car which had just rolled
off Mt Livingstone Road down a steep
embankment. He immediately called Triple
Zero, who dispatched police and
ambulance to the scene. Colinton Seven
Alpha (Nick, Jeremy) followed, joined
almost immediately by Michelago One.
The young Michelago crew members were
notably quick and efficient – and it was
Captain Brent Wallis’ third call-out for the
day. The driver of the car was taken by
ambulance to hospital.
*** On Thursday 12 May, there was a lateafternoon pager call for a single-vehicle
accident at the foot of Ingelara Hill.

Colinton One (Graham, Barry) and Seven
Alpha (Michael) were quickly on scene.
The driver was taken by ambulance to
hospital.

Noreen, Cathy, Gill, Carolyn, and Catering
Officers Julith and Beatrice.
A number of 'probationary members' were
declared full members of the Brigade after
having been members for the regulation six
months.
Cooma-Monaro RFS Operations Officer
Chris Allen reported to the meeting on the
past year. He drew particular attention to
the occasional problem of brigades which
“self-respond” - that is, respond to an
incident, without authorisation from Fire
Control. (Not something that the Colinton
Brigade would ever do ...) Chris also
mentioned two initiatives of the previous
NSW Government, which are now coming
to fruition: a defibrillator to be standard
equipment for every brigade vehicle; and
the establishment of Community Fire Units.
The AGM concluded with Training Officer
Jeremy, newly re-elected, showing a short
instructional video on the use of
defibrillators, and the stowing of the new
devices in each of the trucks.


MVA on Mount Livingstone Road
On Wednesday 18 May, there was a midafternoon pager call for a grass fire along
Ryries Hill Road. Seven Alpha (Nick,
Michael, Jeremy) was leaving Baroona
Road at the time, en route to Bredbo for
refueling, and so was able to be quickly on
scene. Alpha was soon joined by Seven
Charlie (Graham, Noreen, Tony R) and
One (Barry, Ben). Michelago were on
stand-by but were eventually not needed.
The fire was blacked out by five
o’clock.

Annual General Meeting:
The Colinton Brigade AGM was held at the
fire station on Saturday 14 May. All
executive positions were declared vacant,
and Cr Winston Phillips took the chair for
the election of office bearers (see panel,
p.1). As well as electing the Executive, the
members also elected Call-out Officers

From the President's AGM Message:
(Martin announced at the AGM that he would not be
re-contesting the position).

“I have been President of the Colinton
Brigade for four years and now consider
that it is time for a ‘regime’ change. I am
resigning today from the committee but
intend to remain an active fire fighter with
the Brigade in the future.
“I have been very fortunate to work with a
small group of people who have worked
diligently to build this Brigade into a very
effective and highly respected fire-fighting
unit. With the completion of the Hot House
installation, Colinton will have one of the
best training facilities in NSW. Much of this
success is due to the foresight and hard
work carried out by this committee with the
assistance of other members.
“Highlights of the past four years include:

- the completion and fit-out of the Training
Centre, thanks to the success of several
grant applications and much volunteer
labour;
- the installation of a 97,000 litre water tank
for fire tanker supply;
- the siting of a Hot House for structural fire
fighting training;
- the installation of 1KW of solar panels to
offset the electricity account;
- in the pipeline (we hope), a replacement
Cat 7 Tanker for Charlie and three
Community Fire Units;
- generating a good working relationship
with other brigades, particularly Bredbo
and Michelago;
-instituting a call-out roster which has
developed into the Brigade now having a
roster of Call-Out Officers;
- forming a catering support unit to provide
Colinton crews with welfare in situations
where the Monaro Team is not providing
this service (normally, only Section 44).
“Colinton Brigade is considered to be one
of the most reliable, professional and
progressive in the District. It trains regularly
and usually has a good representation of
volunteers at each session. I would
encourage you all to maintain this level of
interest and professionalism and support
your brigade within your individual
capacities. Membership has grown but
there is always room for more. Invite your
friends to come along for a training session
and meet the other volunteers.

Community Fire Units:
As mentioned at the AGM, the RFS is
investing in a number of CFU trailers.
These trailers contain a pump and hoses,
along with rake hoes and other tools, and
can be towed by any vehicle with a towbar. The main issue in deciding where to
deploy CFU trailers is the availability of
water.
CFU crews are issued with helmets, gloves
and (blue) overalls. CFU crews are not
normally ‘active' fire fighters, but have had
some basic training. CFUs were an
initiative of the NSW Fire Brigades (the
professionals) to give communities some
measure of protection, especially at times
when local brigade vehicles are busy
elsewhere.
Members of a CFU crew usually all come
from the same street or road, and are
trained in fire hazard reduction and
property protection as well as use of the
CFU trailer.


“I would like to finish by thanking all the
members of the Committees on which I
have served, the volunteers with whom I
have worked, members of the Monaro
Team and those of other brigades for all
the support provided to me during my
tenure. It has taught me many new skills
and I have met a host of interesting people.
I am sure Colinton Brigade will remain a
highly effective fire-fighting unit for many
years to come.”


Tony at Ryries Hill

Membership:


Membership: please pay by cash at
training, or cheque to The Treasurer,
Colinton Rural Fire Brigade, 88 Weemala
Lane, Michelago NSW 2620.
Membership fees: $15.00 for adults, $5.00
for juniors. Donations are always welcome.
Please provide a return address so a
receipt can be mailed to you.

Training:
The Colinton Brigade conducts training
every month on the second Saturday, at
two o’clock, at the Station at Colinton.
Everyone is welcome. If possible, crews
are asked to arrive at 1330 to check the
trucks before training.

Essential numbers
Emergency

000

Fire:
Cooma Monaro Fire Control
(24 hrs)
1 300 722 164
02-6455 0455
Fire:
Captain and Permit Officer:
Graham Povey
02-6454 4150
0419 406 908


The Junior brigade is in action, once a
month on the second Thursday of the
month. Contact Michael Burton (0407 003
392) for details.



Items for The Colinton Courier to Nick Goldie at
horehound@yless4u.com.au
02 6235 9190
by the first Saturday each month, or to any
Committee member. For production assistance we
are grateful to:
*Noel Teys Real Estate 0428 625 307
and

The Colinton Courier is also available at
www.michelagoregion.org.au/bushfire/brigades.htm
Views expressed in The Colinton Courier are not
necessarily those of the editor, the Brigade, or the
RFS.


Michael mopping up on Ryries Hill

