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Chain of command at Baroona dam 
 
 

Committee 2010-2011: 
 
Fire Captain: Graham Povey 
Senior Deputy: Nick Goldie 
Deputies: Bob Morison, Jeremy Mears, 
Barry Woolacott 
President:  Martin Hughes 
Secretary:  Nick Goldie 
Treasurer:  Bob Morison 
Training Officer: Jeremy Mears 
Equipment Officer: Michael Burton 
Community Awareness: Nick Goldie 
Fundraising: Sandra Lauer 
Permits: Graham Povey 
NSW RFSA Delegate: Jeremy Mears 
 

� 
We wish all our members and friends a 

happy and safe festive season 
� 

 
Call out: 
 
Nil                                           � 

                          
Membership: 
 
Membership: please pay by cash at 
training, or cheque to The Treasurer, 
Colinton Rural Fire Brigade, 88 Weemala 
Lane, Michelago NSW 2620. Membership 
fees: $15.00 for adults, $5.00 for juniors. 
Donations are always welcome. Please 
provide a return address so a receipt can 
be mailed to you.                                     �                                   
 

Training: 
 
The Colinton Brigade conducts training 
every month on the second Saturday, at 
two o’clock, at the Station at Colinton.  
Everyone is welcome. If possible, crews 
are asked to arrive at 1330 to check the 
trucks before training. The Junior brigade 
is in action, once a month on the second 
Thursday of the month. Contact Michael 
Burton (0407 003 392) for details.           �   
                 
Hot House: 
 
The Brigade is once again fortunate to 
have received a substantial grant of funds 
from the Emergency Volunteer Support 
Scheme (EVSS), a joint scheme 
administered by the Federal and NSW 
Governments. The grant is for the 
construction of a metal ‘hot house’ and 
concrete slab, to be used for training 
purposes, where structural and vehicle fire 
scenarios can be safely enacted. At 
present the paperwork is being processed 
– the Brigade is grateful to Langdon Gould 
(RFS Cooma Monaro Team) for his 
accepting the role of Project Manager. 
Construction should start early in the New 
Year.                                                        �                                                                        
 



VF training pays off: 
from Gill Robinson 
 
On a recent visit to my parents in England, 
I was able to put into practice our MVA 
training which was part of the Village 
Firefighter course.  
 
Rain, narrow winding roads and lots of 
traffic make for challenging driving in 
Yorkshire. As I drove from Skipton, a car 
came towards us on our side of the road, 
crashed into a dry stone wall and with bits 
flying off the vehicle, came to a stop on the 
other side of the road.   
 
I pulled into the side of the road, hazard 
lights on, took care crossing the road (it’s 
busy).  
 
Take your time think about it. Don’t rush.   
 
Remember YOU  - Yourself, Others, and 
the Unfortunate.  
 
Thinking about the unfortunate – what 
would I have to deal with? Assess the 
situation. Any leaking fuel? No, not 
obvious. Smoke?  Maybe – oh it’s from the 
airbags. Man sprawled across the front 
seats – “are you OK mate?” “I’m looking for 
my phone”. Mmm not too badly injured 
then. “I need you to get out of the car, don’t 
worry about your phone, grab your wallet”.  
 
Turn off the ignition. Check the vehicle, 
again.  
 
Young woman called out “Shall I call the 
police?” “Yes please”. Got man across 
road away from vehicle, whilst holding him 
by the arm in case he collapsed. No 
apparent injuries.  
 
Lucky guy.  
 
“I can’t believe I’m not hurt, I don’t know 
what happened. I lost control. Maybe I 
skidded on the white line.”  
 
Maybe you were talking on your phone. 

I spoke to the police, gave details. It’s 
hosing down and I’m soaking wet. So then 
commenced to direct traffic – trucks and 
cars all backed up. Road assistance 
vehicle arrived, thanked me, and I drove 
off, reasonably pleased that I could deal 
with the situation.                                     �                                                     
 
 

 

� 

 
Items for The Colinton Courier to Nick Goldie at 

horehound@yless4u.com.au 
02 6235 9190 

by the first Saturday each month, or to any 
Committee member. For production assistance we 

are grateful to: 
*Noel Teys Real Estate 0428 625 307 

and 
 

 
 

The Colinton Courier is also available at 
 

www.michelagoregion.org.au/bushfire/brigades.htm 
 

Views expressed in The Colinton Courier  are not 
necessarily those of the editor, the Brigade, or the 

RFS. 
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Grass Fire Danger Ratings: 
From the Monaro RFS website 

While grass fires do not produce flame 
heights as high as forest fires, they can 
travel many times faster. Consideration of 
a range of scientific principles such as fire 
intensity, rate of spread and potential 
impact on life and structures provided a 
more realistic range of Grass Fire Danger 
Index (GFDI) values to apply to warnings. 

As part of a national review, it was 
recognised that grasslands and forests 
have different levels of threat that occur at 
different thresholds and more appropriate 



triggers were needed to reflect the level of 
warnings used. 

Further analysis of historical data showed 
that the most significant loss of life and 
property occurs when the Forest Fire 
Danger Index is 100 or above. However, in 
grassland areas, this level of loss is more 
likely to occur when the GFDI is 150 or 
above.  These changes are also in line with 
feedback from brigade captains, group 
officers and farming communities. 

Further to the changes in GFDI values it 
has also been decided to only use the 
GFDI for determining TOBANS and 
warning for most of the western fire 
weather areas in NSW.  This includes the 
following fire weather areas: Upper and 
Lower Central West Plains, Eastern, 
Southern and Northern Riverina as well as 
the South and Far Western fire weather 
areas.  All other fire weather areas will use 
both the GFDI and FFDI determining 
TOBANS and warning levels. 

As a result of the review, an adjusted Fire 
Danger Index for grassland areas has now 
been introduced, where the GFDI is used 
to calculate the rating. 

During the 2009-10 bush fire season, NSW 
experienced six days of Catastrophic fire 
danger. The majority of these occurred in 
areas in the State’s south-west and west 
which are predominantly grass land areas. 
It is expected that these changes will 
reduce the number of Catastrophic days, 
giving a clearer and more realistic 
indication of the level of threat posed by 
conditions. 

Importantly, the messages delivered to the 
community will not change, only the 
numbers used to trigger the ratings.        � 

 
And from the Bombala Times, 8 December 
 
Monaro’s grass fire threat: 
 

THE NSW Rural Fire Service (RFS) has 
warned of the heightened potential for 

grass fires on the Monaro if the current 
amount of green growth is not treated.  

“The amount of grass across the region 
has increased significantly because of 
recent rainfall and all land holders should 
be aware of their responsibilities to control 
the build up of fire fuels on their land,” said 
Fred Nichols, Fire Mitigation Officer, 
Monaro Team. 

“Should hot and dry conditions develop 
these grasses will cure and become a 
serious threat over the coming months.” 

Mowing and slashing now while the grass 
is still green is highly recommended. 

“Every landholder should be prepared for 
fire and have firefighting equipment on 
hand,” Mr Nichols said. 

The RFS has the following advice for 
landholders: 

• Put fire breaks in place around assets 
and standing crops, as well as boundary 
fences.  

• Be aware that when blades of slashers, 
mowers and similar equipment hit rocks or 
metal, sparks can ignite dry grass. 

• Register any Static Water Supply sources 
on your property, such as dams, swimming 
pools and water tanks with the RFS, which 
will assist firefighters if a fire breaks out. 

• Landholders within all villages on Monaro 
should have a mowing programme in place 
and at no time should there be a build up 
of grass fire fuels on their land.  

“Grass fires can spread to a neighbours 
land much faster than other fires, because 
the fuels ignite so quickly,” said Mr Nichols. 

For more information contact RFS Monaro 
Team Office on phone 6455 0455 or visit 
www.rfs.nsw.gov.au                                 � 

 

� Remember Edith? Every home 
needs an EDITH  � 



 
 

Ingenuity – using a witch’s hat to carry 
water, to prime a pump 

 
News from Israel: 
Adapted from a Reuters report 
 
Israel's most senior policewoman, Ahuva 
Tomer, (53) died on 6 December of severe 
injuries suffered in a huge forest fire, 
raising the death toll in the blaze to 42. 
Police said the fires that consumed more 
than 12,000 acres of woodlands, millions of 
trees and more than 100 homes, were 
extinguished five days after taking hold of 
the Carmel ridge outside the port city of 
Haifa. Efforts to beat down the inferno 
were helped by overnight rains, and 
emergency equipment rushed to Israel 
from across Europe, the United States, 
Asia, Egypt and Jordan. 
 
A police spokesman said three teenagers 
had been arrested on suspicion of setting 
the blaze through negligence. Two were 
accused of failing to properly put out a 
camp, he said. A third, a boy of 14, was 
arrested on suspicion of tossing glowing 
coals from a hookah pipe he had been 
smoking into the forest, which may have 
ignited the flames.                                    � 
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Essential numbers 

 
Emergency 000 

 
Fire: 

Cooma Monaro Fire Control  
(24 hrs) 

1 300 722 164 
02-6455 0455  

 
Fire: 

Captain and Permit Officer:  
Graham Povey 

 
02-6454 4150 
0419 406 908 
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Pumping at Baroona dam 
 

 
Driver Reviver info: 
contact Sandra: 0418 626 077,  
sandra.lauer@bewebbed.com.au            � 

 


