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Fire Season 2010-2011: 

 
The Official Bush Fire Danger 

Season started  
in the Monaro region  
on Friday October 1st. 

 
This means that no open-air fires 

may be lit without a permit, and on 
days of Total Fire Ban (“TOBAN”) 

NO fires may be lit and permits 
are rescinded. 

 
Note that for the ACT,  

the Fire Season starts on  
1 November. 

 
� 

 

 
Call out: 
 
On Monday 20 September, Colinton Seven 
Alpha (Jeremy, Nick) joined units from 
Cooma and Numeralla, containing a blaze 
in forest along the banks of the Badja 
River, off the Tuross Road. The fire was 
started by a small ‘burn’ at the weekend, 
which escaped into steep scrub containing 
many ribbon-bark gums, the firefighter’s 
especial enemy. Some eighty acres were 
burned, with crews burning a secure 
perimeter which was finished in time for a 
BBQ lunch on the fire trail.     
 
On Monday  27 September a burn was 
planned for Bredbo, but was cancelled due 
to windy weather. Brigades fighting a grass 



fire at Dromore on Wednesday 30 
September initially needed more 
resources, but the Colinton units (One, 
Graham and Jacqui, Seven Alpha, Nick, 
Tony R) were stood down while en route.  
 
On Saturday 2 October, Seven Alpha 
(Nick, Michael, Bob) attended a small fire 
on Weemala Lane, lit by the landholder in 
the mistaken belief that the fire season 
starts on November 1st (see box).           �             
                      

Membership: 
 
Membership: please pay by cash at 
training, or cheque to The Treasurer, 
Colinton Rural Fire Brigade, 88 Weemala 
Lane, Michelago NSW 2620. Membership 
fees: $15.00 for adults, $5.00 for juniors. 
Donations are always welcome. Please 
provide a return address so a receipt can 
be mailed to you.                                      
�                   
 

Training: 
 
The Colinton Brigade conducts training 
every month on the second Saturday, at 
two o’clock, at the Station at Colinton.  
Everyone is welcome. If possible, crews 
are asked to arrive at 1330 to check the 
trucks before training. The Junior brigade 
is in action, once a month on the second 
Thursday of the month. Contact Michael 
Burton (0407 003 392) for details.           �                   
 
Training (2), Advanced Firefighter: 
from Tony R. 
 
On two fine weekend days when I should 
have been finishing my concreting job I 
was in Berridale with a dozen or so 
volunteers on an advanced fire fighter 
course. We had attended the theory 
session on the previous Thursday night 
where we revised the principles behind fire 
behaviour, the various types of fire, 
personal safety and risk management, and 
fire extinguishers and other equipment. 
The course was to induct us into the 
decision making side of controlled burns 

and wildfire so that we could operate not 
independently but more autonomously 
under broad directions from Crew Leaders, 
Captains, Group Captains and those 
professional staff higher up the fire chain. 
 
Ably led by Mick Holton, Steve Knowles 
and Rein Peet we learned the ins and outs 
of map reading, weather forecasting and 
the instruments used to determine current 
weather conditions. Having more or less 
mastered the instruments we then learned 
ways of measuring fuel load, predicting 
bush and grass fire behaviour under a 
range of weather conditions and the 
indices of fire danger. Although the 
experienced “old hands” on the fire field 
could probably guess all this with 
reasonable accuracy it seemed to me that 
to be able to underpin guess-work with 
some science was essential for us new 
chums. It also gave us a feel for what goes 
on higher up the chain during HR burns 
and when planning attacks on wild fire. 
 
On Saturday afternoon we had a good 
session on the pumps. As seems to be 
fairly common, none of the four appliances 
that we took to the creek could draught 
water. Mick then showed us with his 
gauges and dials and some fiddling with 
valves and levers how to track down the 
problems and fix them. Draughting is a 
demanding test of the pumping equipment 
and the equipment officers present were 
taking copious notes. The pumps had less 
trouble delivering water and we spent a 
happy hour rolling hoses, connecting and 
disconnecting branches and measuring 
pressures generated and lost in long lines. 
 
On Sunday we lit fires. On arriving at the 
site where we were to do an HR burn, 
Rein, Mick and Steve took us through the 
fuel load assessment process and weather 
condition measurements and we all came 
up with the decision that it was a good day 
for a fire. Before we could light up we were 
introduced to the “forms”. These document 
the conditions of the block to be burned 
and the required owner consent. The 



assembled multitude then deployed 
themselves around the 6 hectare site, 
grabbed drip torches, rolled out hoses and 
lit ‘er up. We burned in strips against the 
light winds while protecting the edges with 
rake hoes and some wetting down. We 
had a brief exciting moment when the fire 
went up a tree but this was quickly 
extinguished. Finally we “blacked it out”, 
gave the owners some instructions on 
patrolling, filled in our assessment forms 
and headed off home smelling of smoke, 
loaded down with our green AF books, and 
hopefully being somewhat more useful to 
the RFS. 
 
Those that took part were from Berridale, 
Colinton (Gill, Sandra, Kim, Michael, Daniel 
and me) Dalgety, Jindabyne, Numeralla 
and Rocky Plain. Thanks to Janette Holton 
and the HR burn hosts for excellent 
catering.                                                                    � 
 
 

 
 

Numeralla’s Bruce on the Badja 
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SENIOR FIRST AID COURSE 

9am to 5pm Saturday 16 October 

Colinton Rural Fire Brigade 

Training Centre 

enquiries: 02 6235 9093 
����    

 

 
 

 
 

Jeremy on the Badja 

Over the border: 

On Tuesday 21 September, a meeting of 
Captains and Deputies from brigades 
adjoining the ACT, and members of the 
ACT and NSW National Parks and Wildlife 
Service, and the ACT Emergency Services, 
was held at Colinton. Brigades present 
were Colinton, Bredbo and Smith’s Road, 
with RFS staff from Cooma. Colinton was 
represented by Graham and Nick.  

Issues discussed included fire trails 
(especially those that cross the border), 
water points in the ranges, and the storage 



of aviation fuel to allow for quick response. 
Rein Peet from Cooma RFS spoke on 
Hazard Reduction burn plans for 2011; Ian 
Dicker described the restructuring of the 
NSW NPWS and how this affected 
interaction with the RFS; the date(s) of the 
official Fire Season were confirmed for the 
two jurisdictions; and some time was spent 
discussing ongoing problems with cross-
border radio communications.                     �                
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Items for The Colinton Courier to Nick Goldie at 

horehound@yless4u.com.au 
02 6235 9190 

by the first Saturday each month, or to any 
Committee member. For production assistance we 

are grateful to: 
*Noel Teys Real Estate 0428 625 307 

and 
 

 
 

The Colinton Courier is also available at 
 

www.michelagoregion.org.au/bushfire/brigades.htm 
 

Views expressed in The Colinton Courier  are not 
necessarily those of the editor, the Brigade, or the 

RFS. 
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Open Day 2010: 
 
RFS Open Day 2010 was held on Saturday 
25 September. Crew members and units 
from Smiths Road and Bredbo joined the 
Colinton brigade for a barbecue, and 
brigade President Martin thanked all the 
various donors and sponsors who have 
helped make the training room into a 
reality. All our sponsors were invited to 
attend the barbecue, but only a few were 
able to join us, notably Warren of Magnet 
Mart (himself an active member of a 
Queanbeyan brigade), Bob Edwards (Lions 

Club, and a member of Smiths Road) and 
Ken and Edna (furniture). Special thanks 
go to Julith and Fiona for running the BBQ, 
to Barry and Jacqui for organizing the food 
and drink, to the lads from the Cooma 
Correctional Centre for painting and brush-
cutting, and to all the brigade members 
who helped with the thorough (and timely) 
tidy-up.       � 
 
Driver Reviver: 
 
On behalf of the MRCA, Sandra Lauer is in 
the process of organising a Driver Reviver 
site at the Colinton Rest Area for the next 
snow season & other peak traffic times.  
 
Driver Reviver shifts will be run by the 
MRCA and local fire brigades (Michelago, 
Colinton, Bredbo & possibly Anembo), with 
gold coin proceeds going to them. Details 
will be available once the application has 
been approved. Sandra is seeking 
volunteers to help co-ordinate, as well as 
run the Driver Reviver. Any other local 
organisations who wish to run a shift are 
also welcome to contact Sandra: 0418 626 
077,  sandra.lauer@bewebbed.com.au � 
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Essential numbers 

 
Emergency 000 

 
Fire: 

Cooma Monaro Fire Control  
(24 hrs) 

1 300 722 164 
02-6455 0455  

 
Fire: 

Captain and Permit Officer:  
Graham Povey 

 
02-6454 4150 
0419 406 908 
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