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Annual General Meeting:
Congratulations to the incoming Committee
who were elected at the Annual General
th
Meeting on May 8 (see panel). Other
appointments included call-out officers:
Noreen Clark, Cathy Morison, and Sandra
Lauer; and two Welfare Officers, Julith
Steer and Beatrice Koenig.
Cr Winston Phillips took the chair, and Fire
Mitigation Officer Rein Peet delivered a
report on the year’s activities, and
commended the Colinton brigade.
Bob Morison reported on the progress of
the Junior Brigade, noting the demographic
shift of younger juniors to Michelago, while
there are a number of well trained and
slightly older Colinton juniors ready to be
inducted into the brigade proper.

Captain Graham mopping up at Numeralla
(thanks to Bruce English for pics in this issue)

Committee 2010-2011:
Fire Captain: Graham Povey
Senior Deputy: Nick Goldie
Deputies: Bob Morison, Jeremy Mears,
Barry Woolacott
President: Martin Hughes
Secretary: Nick Goldie
Treasurer: Bob Morison
Training Officer: Jeremy Mears
Equipment Officer: Michael Burton
Community Awareness: Nick Goldie
Fundraising: Sandra Lauer
Permits: Graham Povey
NSW RFSA Delegate: Jeremy Mears

A vote of thanks was moved to CoomaMonaro Leadership and Development
Officer Mick Holton. The motion was
carried by acclamation.

Call out:
Colinton members (Seven Charlie with
Graham, Jeremy, Michael) took part in a
hazard reduction burn along Strike-a-Light
Creek on Thursday 15 April.
On Saturday and Sunday 17 April, Colinton
crews in Alpha, Bravo and Charlie
(Graham, Nick, Michael, Daniel, Barry,
Jacqui, Jeremy, Lynnette, Justin, Bob L,
Kim, Kirsti) joined crews from Numeralla
and the district, in conducting another
major hazard reduction burn along the
Badja river east of Numeralla village. The
burn covered about a thousand hectares of
rough bush country, with a perimeter trail
so steep in places that there was access
only for the smaller (Cat 9) 4WD vehicles.

end pouring foam into a large flaming
hollow tree which was threatening to crush
another historic Badja shed.
The Big Badja area was the scene of early
gold-mining activities, and fire-crews were
warned of the danger of abandoned mineshafts. The Badja was also once renowned
as a premier wilderness trout stream, now
sadly the home of the invasive carp.
On Friday 14 May, Seven Alpha (Nick,
Gary) joined units from Berridale, Cooma,
Brothers, the NSW Fire Brigades, and the
blue-clad Cooma Community Volunteer
Brigade to assist with an HR burn in
parkland at Cooma West.

Membership:

Barry and Bob L amongst the candlebark
Conditions were made more difficult by
thick scrub, and, in the higher sections,
stands of ribbon gums, called candlebark
by some, (E. viminalis?) which not only
produce enormous amounts of highly
flammable bark, but store this bark in great
clumps at every fork in the tree. When the
fire reaches them, these trees flare up like
great Roman candles, quickly consumed,
but throwing flaming brands all around
them. This can be real problem when they
are close to the perimeter of the burn, and
there were numerous spot-overs which had
to be dealt with.
The Numeralla burn was still active a week
later, and on Thursday 22 April Graham
and Martin returned to the fireground in
Bravo, and Nick, Tony R and Gill were
there in Alpha on Friday 23rd. There was
some extra excitement on the Friday, when
a section of the fire threatened a heritagelisted hayshed by the Badja River, and at
the end of the day Gill was kept busy to the

Membership: please pay by cash at
training, or cheque to The Treasurer,
Colinton Rural Fire Brigade, 88 Weemala
Lane, Michelago NSW 2620. Membership
fees: $15.00 for adults, $5.00 for juniors.
Donations are always welcome. Please
provide a return address so a receipt can
be mailed to you.

Training:
The Colinton Brigade conducts training
every month on the second Saturday, at
two o’clock, at the Station at Colinton.
Everyone is welcome. The Junior brigade
is in action, every second Thursday night.
Contact Bob Morison, Tony Campbell or
Michael Burton for details.

Training 2:
A Basic Firefighter course was held on
Thursday April 8 and Saturday and Sunday
April 10 and 11, with a dozen participants,
mainly from the Michelago and Smiths
Road brigades, with the instructors
(Graham, Jeremy, Nick, Aldo) led by
Cooma-Monaro Learning and Development
Officer Mick Holton. The course was held
in the Michelago hall, with a field trip (rakehoes and drip-torches) up the Tinderries to

the Calabash Road on the Sunday
afternoon.



be able to pinpoint your position. (Note that
you will need the second, or latest, edition
of the 1:25000 map series for accuracy.)
For example: Tinderry Peak is at 055473,
nd
on the Tinderry 1:25000 sheet, 2 edition.
And as a memory aid: first go along the
street to find the number, then go up to see
which floor you are on …
In any sort of incident, it is invaluable for
the emergency services to be able to find
you, quickly and accurately. We suggest
that your grid reference should be as
familiar to you as your street address or
your phone number. In fact there is a good
argument for displaying your grid reference
with your street number, and by your home
phone.

Protecting property:
Adapted from Australia Fire (summer 2009-10)

lunch near the Badja ... a serious business
Do you know where you are?
There has been much discussion since
recent fires about the need for better
directions, and particularly the use of grid
references.
Grid references are derived from the
vertical and horizontal lines (the grid) on
standard 1:25000 maps. The grid
reference is usually given as a six digit
figure, the first three figures taken from the
vertical line, the second three figures from
the horizontal line. Each square of the grid
is 1000 metres, or one kilometer, each
way. So to find a grid reference for a given
point (eg your home) find it on the map,
then find the vertical line nearest on the
left. Note the two numbers, and estimate
the third number, from one to ten, across
from the grid line. Then follow the same
process using the horizontal grid line
underneath your point. This gives you a six
figure grid reference, and it is only
necessary to note the name of the map, or
even just the district, and anyone should

Bricks and mortar may make the house,
but it’s your possessions, valuables and
collectables that make it your home. The
Australian Institute for the Conservation of
Cultural Material has some practical advice
for protecting valuables against bushfire.
Storage furniture: choose furniture that
can be well sealed, for example wooden
boxes and trunks, rather than open
shelving. Trunks and crates should be
made of thick, old, seasoned hardwoods.
Wood products like chipboard are fire
resistant but emit damaging vapours in
storage and during a fire. Position storage
boxes low to the ground, but slightly raised
above the floor. Create as many layers of
protection as possible; use acid-free paper
or cardboard pockets or folders and boxes.
Fire-proof safes: safes provide protection in
smaller, less intense fires. However being
metal, they conduct heat to the interior,
and at very high temperatures, as in a
bushfire, the materials stored inside tend to
burn, char, and even vaporize. Look for a
fire-proof safe meeting the Underwriters’
Laboratory (UL) standards. Different

models are rated specifically for
temperature and duration, as well as
protection of paper (UL350), tapes,
cartridges, microfilm, microfiche (UL150)
and computer discs (UL125).

melt and cannot tolerate the temperatures
tolerated by glass. Use cardboard
backboards, not plastic, and seal frames
with gummed paper (not plastic) tape. 


Items for The Colinton Courier to Nick Goldie at
horehound@yless4u.com.au
02 6235 9190
by the first Saturday each month, or to any
Committee member. For production assistance we
are grateful to:
*Noel Teys Real Estate 0428 625 307
and

The Colinton Courier is also available at
www.michelagoregion.org.au/bushfire/brigades.htm
Views expressed in The Colinton Courier are not
necessarily those of the editor, the Brigade, or the
RFS.


By the Badja - dealing with a spot-over
Storage materials: use cardboard and
paper based folders and boxes to store
materials within a crate or trunk. Archival
plastic has many advantages, but most
plastics melt at quite low temperatures.
PVC is harmful as a storage material and
melts at 80C, well below archival plastics.
Polyester used in high-quality photo
pockets melts at about the same
temperature as paper ignites, making it the
most fire resistant archival plastic.
Frames: Even though wooden frames
become charred, they have been found to
provide the best protection to the artwork
they contain. Metal frames may warp and
distort, allowing the protective glass to fall
out and expose the contents to soot and
flame. Use 3mm or thicker glass. Acrylics


Essential numbers
Emergency

000

Fire:
Cooma Monaro Fire Control
(24 hrs)
1 300 722 164
02-6455 0455
Fire:
Captain and Permit Officer:
Graham Povey
02-6454 4150
0419 406 908




