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Committee 2009-2010:

Fire Captain : Graham Povey

Senior Deputy : Nick Goldie
Deputies: Bob Morison, Jeremy Mears
President: Martin Hughes
Secretary: Nick Goldie

Treasurer: Bob Morison

Training Officer : Jeremy Mears
Equipment Officers: Jeremy Mears
Community Awareness: Nick Goldie
Permits: Graham Povey

NSW RFSA Delegate: Jeremy Mears

Annual General Meeting:

All members are advised that the brigade
will hold its AGM and election of office
bearers at one o’clock on Saturday 8 May
at the station.

Call out:
Nil
Fire season:

Because of recent welcome rain, it was
decided to bring forward the end of the
official fire season (normally the end of
March) to Monday 15 March . This means
that a permit is no longer needed to light a
fire, but residents are urged to exercise
caution and common sense, and to seek
the advice of the brigade if needed. The
usual rules still apply: let your neighbours
and the brigade know of any planned fires.

The RFS must be notified of hazard
reduction burns, and an approved ‘burn
plan’ must be obtained.




Editorial: one hundred and counting

We are pleased to note that this is the
100" issue of the Colinton Courier. The
first issue, on blue paper, appeared in
September 2001, and was accompanied
by a letter from then Brigade President
Bob, to all local residents, inviting them to
make “... a small investment of time ... or a
small annual contribution ..."”. Issue One
also reported on a call-out to a grass fire
“... driven by almost gale-force winds,
south of Micalago Road. The fire was
blacked out well before midnight just in
time for a snow-laden cold front that
howled in from the north. Thirty-five
hectares were burnt out.”

The Courier recorded the arrival of
Colinton’s shiny new Cat One tanker in
August 2002, the formation of the Bushfire
CRC (December 2001), and, also by Peter
McGauran, the launch of Sentinel Hotspots
(January 2003), coinciding with the early
stages of the Canberra fires. The February
2003 Courier recorded a profound ‘thank
you’ to volunteers from around NSW who
had come to help at that time.

In June 2003 the Courier noted that the
AGM had voted to change the brigade
constitution to allow for the creation of Life
Members, and immediately presented a
Life Membership plaque to Jack Povey.

Colinton members attended the gourmet
gala opening of the new Smiths Road shed
in August 2004, while at about this time the
first discussions were being held about
extending the Colinton shed. In March
2005 the brigade sent a truck and crew
(Bob, Max, Nick) to attend FESTA, a joint
ACT RFS, SES and NSW RFS exercise.

Courier for January 2006 saw a Message
from the President (Nick) announcing a
grant of $35,000 from the Federal National
Emergency Volunteer Support Fund, to be
used to construct a “weatherproof training
room with adequate facilities...” In the
same issue, many months of discussion
about brigade boundaries were resolved,
the decision being that Colinton would
consolidate and move very slightly south.
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The brigade again sent a crew (Aldo,
Jeremy, Ros) to FESTA 06, involving some
spectacular scenarios (bomb disposal, a
crashed light plane in the bush). Brigade
members also joined a Cooma-Monaro
team staffing the RFS pavilion at the
Sydney Royal Easter Show. In October
2006, the Courier had a long report about a
‘burn’ which escalated into a ‘major
incident’ in steep heavily timbered country
near Shannons Flat, when the brigade was
asked by a landowner to assist along a
long section of his boundary adjoining
Namadgi National Park (ACT). A second
fire, caused by a lightning strike, had crews
returning to Tea Tree Swamp in January
2007. And in February 2007, the Long
Plain fires near Tantangara involved
Colinton crews as well as brigades from
around the district.

In April 2007 the Courier could report that
work had started on the extension. And
FESTA again (Aldo, Derek, Martin) with a
scary scenario involving an explosion in a
shearing shed with many casualties.

While the Courier reported scientific papers
on the subject of global warming, and
specifically its effect on fire weather, the
brigade was involved at a local level in
something much colder; on 27 June 2007,
two ambulances, the police, the Michelago,
Anembo and Colinton brigades were
involved in a deep-snow rescue of a
resident, marooned and ill, at the top of the
Tinderry Road. She was eventually
evacuated by ambulance officers using a
skidoo from Jindabyne.

July and September 2007 saw pictures of
brigade members, including the President
(Martin), busily painting the interior of the
extension, with a final working bee and
BBQ in January 2008.

In April 2008, Colinton was again
represented at FESTA (Tony, Ray, John,
Bruce — from Numeralla — and Nick as part
of the admin.) And in August 2008 the
Courier noted that research had shown

that emergency services volunteers spend
an average of 3.92 hours per week as
volunteers, and for every dollar spent by
governments, volunteers contribute
between $1.50 and $3.73 to the
community.

The Courier welcomed new RFS Learning
and Development Officer Mick Holton in
September 2008. In December '08 there
was an important meeting of brigades
bordering the ACT (Adaminaby, Bredbo,
Smiths Road, Shannons Flat, Colinton)
and ACT risk assessment officers, in the
Shannons Flat hall. This was to result in a
new map book, and such things as
common radio frequencies and SOPs.

The major International Wildfire
Mangement Conference was held at
Darling Harbour with Cooma-Monaro
members (Vern, Craig, Nick, Jenny) in
attendance and an impressive program of
international speakers, reported in the
Courier for June 2009.

And over the years the Courier has
reported the bushfires, structural fires and
motor vehicle accidents which are, after all,
the reason for the brigade’s existence.




Membership:

Membership: please pay by cash at
training, or cheque to The Treasurer,
Colinton Rural Fire Brigade, 88 Weemala
Lane, Michelago NSW 2620. Membership
fees: $15.00 for adults, $5.00 for juniors.
Donations are always welcome. Please
provide a return address so a receipt can
be mailed to you.

Training:

The Colinton Brigade conducts training
every month on the second Saturday, at
two o’clock, at the Station at Colinton.
Everyone is welcome.

The Junior brigade is in action, every
second Thursday night. Contact Bob
Morison or Tony Campbell for details.

A Crew Leader (Wildfire) course was held
in Cooma over the weekend 6-7 March.
Current brigade president Martin took part
in the course, while Captain Graham was
one of the instructors.

Details of RFS training courses are at:
www.monarorfs.org.au

Items for The Colinton Courier to Nick Goldie at
horehound@yless4u.com.au
02 6235 9190
by the first Saturday each month, or to any

Committee member. For production assistance we

are grateful to:
*Noel Teys Real Estate 0428 625 307
and

The Colinton Courier is also available at
www.michelagoregion.org.au/bushfire/brigades.htm
Views expressed in The Colinton Courier are not

necessarily those of the editor, the Brigade, or the
RFS.

Essential numbers
Emergency 000

Fire:
Cooma Monaro Fire Control
(24 hrs)
1300 722 164
02-6455 0455

Fire:
Captain and Permit Officer:
Graham Povey

02-6454 4150
0419 406 908




